h 4

Thomas Berry
The Ecozoic Era

The following section of the book takes its title from Thomas Berry's
call for “a new era in human-Earth relations.” As is clear from the pre-
ceding lectures, such a renewal is the key not only to human survival
but to the attainment of wisdom. In this area there is no more valued
teacher than Thomas Berry.

It has been his inestimable contribution to build a philosophical
bridge between ecology and traditional Christianity. He has written:
“The natural world is the maternal source of our physical, emotional,
aesthetic, moral, and religious existence. The natural world is the
larger sacred community to which we belong” In thus initiating a
greater understanding of the longstanding breach between people of
European extraction—the originators of the industrial revolution and
therefore the perpetrators of the ecological crisis—and the natural
world, Berry points toward a path that can lead to mutual healing.

A historian of culture, a philosopher and scholar, a Passionist priest
and self-designated “geclogian,” Thomas Berry is the founder of the
Riverside Center for Religious Research. He played an integral role in
the creation of physicist Brian Swimme's epic video The Universe Story: A
Celebration of the Unfolding of the Cosmes, which has proved invaluable in
teaching the unique and sacred unfolding of life on the planet and in
the universe beyond. His 1988 book The Dream of the Earth brings the
same message to its readers.

He begins his Schumacher lecture with a geological overview of
planetary evolution leading up to the present. It is his thesis that in our







