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The Aiken Center at The 

University of Vermont is home 

to the Rubenstein School of the 

Environment and Natural 

Resources. A group of 

undergraduate students called 

the “Greening of Aiken Interns” 

are responsible for helping the 

Aiken Center move towards a 

more sustainable future.  

 

One such group, led by Gary 

Hawley and Deane Wang, has 

a goal of working towards Net 

Zero Energy for the Aiken 

Center.  Net Zero means that the 

building would be producing just as much energy as it uses, or more, through renewable 

and efficient energy usage. They are also working on reducing energy use in other 

RSENR buildings such as the Johnson House, Bittersweet, and the Rubenstein Ecosystem 

Science Laboratory on Lake Champlain.  

 

The goals for the project are to evaluate the current energy usage of the Aiken Center and 

the other buildings and implement an energy savings plan for each building. To increase 

the efficiency of Aiken, the group plans to adjust existing capacity sensors, so energy is 

used only when the building is occupied.  They will also be looking at plug loads, timers, 

and increasing the capture of solar electricity. Along with the installation of energy 

saving devices, the group plans to work on the human element, using education and new 

policies, so students and employees using the buildings can be part of the process to reach 

Net Zero.   

 

For the buildings other than the Aiken Center, because they are older, renovations and 

updates can be looked into and possibly implemented in the future.  Although Net Zero is 

the ultimate goal, the group plans to participate in a contest to reduce the building’s 

energy use over three years by five percent annually.  

 

 

 

 

A view of the recently renovated Aiken Center 


