
Trash, Recycling or Compost?  
 

Student Interns:  Ada Peters, Daniel Busi, and Jessica Mason 
 
The Aiken Center is not only located in one 

of Earth’s most developed nations, but also in 

one of the most environmentally progressive 

states. Additionally, it is a part of an 

agriculture-based university and the 

headquarters of the Rubenstein School of 

Environment and Natural Resources. To top it 

off, its newly-renovated halls are dominated 

primarily by students with environmentally- 

associated degrees. Based on these factors, 

the Aiken Center should have one of the 

highest recycling participation rates in the 

world. The Greening of Aiken Internship’s 

“Recycling Performance Group” intends to 

find out if this assumption is valid.  

 

Over the course of the semester, students 

Jessica Mason, Daniel Busi, and Ada 

Peters will work with Rubenstein alum 

Kindle Loomis and Rubenstein faculty 

member Gary Hawley to assess the current 

recycling performance within Aiken. If the 

group finds that there is room for improvement after assessing current performance, they will 

develop an educational tool for the public on the benefits of recycling, in hopes of initiating 

behavioral change towards becoming more environmentally conscious.  

 

In order to determine how much waste is currently being recycled, the students will start by 

sorting through Aiken’s trash, recycling, and compost bins. Using weight as a measurement, they 

will determine the total waste accumulation in Aiken and the percentage of the total that is 

improperly disposed of. They will conduct this “initial sort” twice to increase the accuracy of 

their data.  

 

After this sort, the group plans to conduct an educational piece to hopefully change the behavioral 

patterns of the Rubenstein School community. They believe the reason people mistakenly put 

trash and recyclables in incorrect bins is because the bins do not demonstrate which type of 

material should be placed inside. That’s where their group comes in. They plan to create signage, 

modeling the displays seen in the Davis Center and Marche dining hall in the Living Learning 

complex that list in which bin to dispose of different types of waste.  

 

If signs are available to remind and direct people, they hope the percentage of recyclable material 

incorrectly disposed of in the trash will decrease. Additionally, the group will make a short film 

that will use a combination of relatable facts and comedy to capture the attention of the public, 

while informing them of the benefits of recycling. At the end of the semester, they will do a final 

waste sort and compare the results to the initial sort to determine if their educational efforts were 

effective. In doing so, they hope to create a greener-than-ever Aiken Center! 

Sorting trash with the 2013 Greening of Aiken Interns 

Recycling Group 


