SAMPLE INTERNSHIPS

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE MAJORS
The Island School, Ecological Architecture, Bahamas.  Study Eleutherian ecosystems and collaborate with local residents and designers in the construction of a bio-diesel workshop.  Design to utilize local materials and knowledge for passive solar cooling, cost effectiveness, permanence, and beauty.  Assist in actual building of project.
San Juan National Forest, Durango, CO   Wilderness Monitoring Intern.  Document and collect data related to encroachment and trespass issues along the park’s boundary and their impact to the park’s scenic and biological resources. On-the-job training will focus on GPS & GIA use, safety, identification of target species and use of trapping/collecting equipment.

Hubbard Brook Ecosystem Study, Thornton, NH. Research Intern.  Visit remote ponds in the White Mountains to compare changes to water chemistry over time. Assist the Center for the Environment staff at Plymouth University in educating the general public on the various research topics and participants using media such as Twitter, Facebook, newspaper articles, etc.

Blue Ridge Pkwy, Blowing Rock, NC. Biological Technician.  Study Eleutherian ecosystems and collaborate with local residents and designers in the construction of a bio-diesel workshop.  Design to utilize local materials and knowledge for passive solar cooling, cost effectiveness, permanence, and beauty.  Assist in actual building of project.

Operation Wallacea, Indonesia.  Research Assistant  Contribute to long-term monitoring projects in the Lambusango forests. Groups monitored are the Buton macaque, the anoa, bird and butterfly communities. These data sets help us understand how forest ecosystems respond to human activity and changes in climate. Assistant will received Jungle Training PADI Dive certification. Complete snorkeling and diving surveys to estimate the abundance of coral, fish, and invertebrate taxa.

Edison Electric Institute, Washington, DC.   Assist with tracking news stories and state public utility commission dockets for Rate Issues  Matrix, Energy Efficiency updates,, and Rate Change Monitor.

Halekamahina Ili Kupono Permaculture Farm, Hawaii.  Tropical Permaculture.  Farm Intern.  Maintain and install polycultural production systems of fruit, nut, timber, fiber, etc.  Production of compost from on-site materials.  Nursery and livestock care.  

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES MAJORS

Chugach National Forest, Cordova, AK. Trail Crew/Resource Intern. Trail maintenance/construction, cabin maintenance/construction and developed recreation maintenance with the majority of the time working as a member of a trail crew. Perform stream surveys and stream bank restoration and perform waterfowl nest observations and nest island maintenance.
Ed Weeks Fish Hatchery, Grand Isle, Vermont.  Perform fish culture tasks including feeding, cleaning rearing units, removing mortality, sampling population size and weight.  Interact with visitors—answering questions and assisting with tours.
Cool Air, Clean Planet, Portsmouth, NH. Campus Research Assistant.  Interview sustainability coordinators at 20 colleges and universities and conduct research on their composting programs; write a blog post about this research

Watershed Alliance, University of Vermont.  Environmental Education Intern.  Working with local schools to education students on water quality issues within their watershed.  Includes field trips for water quality testing, data collection and analysis and the opportunity to work with middle school children in a science setting.

FORESTRY MAJORS

University of Vermont, Dr. William Keeton.  Field Technician.  Study of Old Growth Forests using lasers, GPS, LAI light meters and other forestry equipment.

Massachusetts Audubon Society, Belmont, MA. Forest Ecology & Conservation Intern..  Learn and implement new land management techniques by assessing the area for woodland hazards such as snags and widow makers.

Big Ben National Park, TX.  Research Assistant w. Helen Poulos, Ph.D. Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Perform vegetation sampling for fire effects study in Chisos Mountains. Measure a variety of tree attributes including species, crown position, diameter, and live crown height.

Black Hills National Forest, US Forest Service, South Dakota.  Fire Crew.  Serve as a

member of fire suppression crew.  Build fire lines using hand tools and power saws to control spreading wildland

fire.  Patrol areas of controlled fires.  Observe, collect, and preserve evidence of cause of fires.  Drive engine to fire 

locations.

NATURAL RESOURCES MAJORS

Pine Butte Swamp Reserve, Nature Conservancy, Choteau, MT.  Stewardship Assistant.  Assist with the control of noxious weeds and monitor control efforts on the preserve, maintain preserve fences and trails, convey information about my duties to preserve visitors, assist in collecting data on ongoing prairie restoration and forest management projects.

Heifer International Learning Center, Perryville, AR.  Ranch/Kitchen/Garden Intern.    Learn about small-scale local food systems. Prepare nutritious, organic meals for ranch staff and guests. Heifer volunteers/interns play a vital role in the effort to end hunger and poverty and promote sustainable solutions, sound nutrition and community well being..

Sopher Investment Management, South Burlington, VT.  Research ecological and resource sustainability issues for large US corporations

New York Restoration Project, NY, NY. Landscapte Construction and Horticulture Intern.  Research new products and materials. Update Real Estate files. Read and interpret construction documents. Assist on the development of garden presentations.

RECREATION MANAGEMENT MAJORS

Boeri Sport US.  On-snow representative for Boeri USA.  One of the world's leading ski/board helmet manufacturers.  Responsible for product demos at major resorts, interaction with industry professionals, and inventory control at ski shops.  Represented Boeri at the annual industry trade show.

Sugarbush Resort, Vermont.  Recreation Intern.  Worked in the summer mountain bike program, guiding, retail sales, repair, customer service, plus a highlight of participating in the organization was hosting of a major mountain bike event.

Zion National Park, Utah.  Research Intern.  Conducted visitor surveys and counts for the National Park Service as intern with the University of Vermont’s Park Studies Lab and Dr. Robert Manning.
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES BIOLOGY MAJORS

Great Basin National Park, Baker, NV Biological Technician.  Conduct fieldwork, data entry, marmot visual encounter surveys, small mammal population monitoring, diversity assessment of habitats, and bighorn sheep telemetry.

Massachusetts Audubon Society - Coastal Waterbird Program Intern.  Monitoring and protecting breeding sites for Piping Plovers, Least terns and other beach-nesting birds.

Volcanoes National Park, Hawaii.  Hawksbill Turtle Preservation Intern.  Studying Hawksbill Turtles including tagging, nest marking and trapping of predators.

Exotic Feline Breeding Compound.  California.  Behavioral observation and completion of health and food charts.  Administering enrichments, performing minor cage repairs, and participating in breeding introductions.  Giving educational tours and reviewing ISIS tracking, MedArks, and studbooks.
North Carolina Aquarium at Fort Fisher. Aquariology Intern.  Maintain filtration systems, freshwater exhibits, and salt-water exhibits, including the largest tank, the Cape Fear Shoals exhibit which houses sharks, eels, and other animals. Conduct animal husbandry. Participate in research o the local salt marshes and ocean.

University of Vermont, Dr. Allan Strong.  Research Intern.  Grassland/Farm Bird Studies.  Investigating the effects of agricultural practices on population dynamics of bobolinks and savannah sparrows.  Capturing birds, extracting them from mist nets, assisting with banding and measurements, locating nests and monitoring their success.  
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