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What is the Label?

• The label is the information you 
receive from the manufacturer 

• It includes the label on the product 
container

• Plus any supplemental information 
handed out by your dealer or recognized 
authority.

• Labels change periodically.  It is important 
to check with your dealer about such.

The Label Is The Law

• Any use not on the label is 
prohibited by applicators or anyone (sales, 
consultants) making recommendations.

• The label itself, not just the product, must be 
registered by EPA before it is used.

• If the label statements are carefully followed, 
no illegal residues will be found on any crop.

• Applicators, dealers, consultants and 
salespersons making any “off label” 
recommendations are liable under law.

The Label Is Your 
Pesticide Bible

• Registered Uses
• Formulation, toxicity, restrictions
• Provides the brand and chemical names
• Recommended doses
• Compatibility
• Phytotoxicity
• Precautions - protective clothing, first aid
• Environmental statements
• Storage and disposal

Labels vary in style and format, 
but still have the same basic 

information.  It is important to be 
able to find the pertinent 

information from each label.

Brand, Trade or 
Product Names

• Each brand is registered with it’s on label
• There may be different brands for the 

same active ingredient
– May be different manufacturers
– May be different formulations

• Many companies use the same basic 
name with slight variations.
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Pesticide Classification

• Each pesticide is classified as either 
“general” or “restricted” use

• Each state has the authority to deem a 
product as restricted use.

• Restricted use for a state will not show up 
on a label if it had EPA “general” use 
classification.

Ingredient Statement

• Ingredients are clearly shown on the label
• Chemical name
• Common name
• Percentage by weight
• Amount per unit

– For liquid or EC - lbs. per gallon
– For WP - % by weight

Type of Pesticide

• Should be on front panel of label

Net Contents

Manufacturer Name and Address

Registration Numbers

• Registration number is important in case 
of poisoning, claims of misuse, faulty 
product, or liability claims

• Always put the Registration Number in 
your application records.

Toxicity Signal Words

• DANGER
• WARNING
• CAUTION

Specific Action Statements and First Aid
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Protective Clothing and 
Equipment Statements

Environment Statements

Wildlife Hazard Statements

Found on last page of label!

Storage and Disposal 
Statements

Workers Protection 
Statement Compatibility Statement
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Directions for Use Getting More Information

Manufacturers

State and Federal Resources

Vermont Crops and Soils Homepage
http://pss.uvm.edu/vtcrops/

Vermont Dept. of Agriculture
http://www.state.vt.us/agric/


