CE 281 Geotechnical Design

Service-Learning Reflection

Due: By December 14, 2006

Service learning is a collaborative teaching and learning strategy specifically designed to promote academic enhancement, personal growth, and civic engagement. Studies have shown that the learning experience is not complete unless we critically reflect and articulate the overall learning experience. 
The attached questionnaire is designed as a reflection exercise following the service-learning term project you recently completed. Please fill out the attached questionnaire and be honest in answering questions. Your responses will not be held against you in any way. In fact, the questionnaire will not be even looked at until the semester is over. You do not need to put your name on it. However, you are expected to turn in the completed form by the due date to Gail Currier in order to consider your term project for grading. She will cross your name off the list when she receives your completed form. 
Student Service-learning Reflection Form
CE 281 Geotechnical Design

Fall 2006

	In order to publicize the impact of service-learning, we may want to quote your comments in future publications and presentations.  Please circle “YES” if you give permission for us to do so.
	YES / NO

	Gender (optional)
	MALE / FEMALE 

	Age (optional)
	__________ years


Have you previously taken a course that included a service-learning component?  
YES / NO

Please describe the nature of the service-learning project that you completed for CE281.
On average, how many service-learning hours did you participate in?  
Per week: 


Total Hours: 



Comments: 

























The service-learning project was weighted 35% for the course. Was it representative of the amount of work?










YES / NO
If the answer is NO, please describe: 



































Before I took CE281, I was aware that most engineering projects are open-ended in nature.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please provide examples of how most engineering projects are open ended: 





























The CE281 project dealt with an open-ended problem.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Describe how: 





































I felt I was adequately prepared to handle an open-ended project before taking CE281.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain why: 





































After completing this project, I feel I am better prepared to work on real world open-ended projects.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain how: 





































This project experience was better than other traditional coursework experiences.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree
Please explain how: 





































In my previous courses, I had come across examples, which made me realize that civil engineering projects can often involve retrofitting projects as opposed to only designing new structures.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please provide examples: 




































Before working on this project I was aware that civil engineers apply their skills to develop engineering solutions that help maintain historic structures.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
How were you aware: 























Before working on this project I was aware that non-profit organizations, such as the ones responsible for maintaining historic structures, have significant economic constraints when it comes to seeking engineering services and implementing retrofits.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
How were you aware: 




































By the time I finished the project, I understood the importance of developing solutions with a range of cost requirements and associated degree of effectiveness when it comes to historic structures managed by non-profit organizations.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Why is it important: 
























I consider working on a historic building constitutes as a community service.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Why/how: 

























Signing the “code of conduct” in the beginning of the semester helped me understand the seriousness of the commitment we and our instructor were making to our service-learning community partner.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 

























It was helpful to have a written memorandum on the expectations and timeline in the beginning of the project.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
How: 


























It was helpful to see the grading rubric for the project.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
How: 


























It was important to know that our recommendations would actually be used by the community partner.
     __ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 

























Working on a community-based project gave me an extra sense of accomplishment.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 

























This project exposed me to the diverse nature of engineering problems and engineering solutions, social and environmental impact of engineering and personnel involved.

__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please provide specific examples: 



































In our service-learning project, we had to apply analysis and design methods learned in relation to at least one of the three main topics (foundations, retaining structures and slope stability) covered in the course.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain which ones and how: 



































In the project, we had to apply our knowledge from CE180 (or an equivalent course if taken elsewhere) on multiple occasions.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please provide examples: 




































Please circle all components that you worked on during the course of this project:
	1) Field reconnaissance
	2) Surveying
	3) AutoCAD or similar

	4) Field investigation (drilling, sampling, etc.)
	5) In-situ testing
	6) Laboratory testing

	7) Analysis
	8) Using multiple approaches
	9) Design of new components

	10) Designing remedial measures
	11) Devising multiple solutions
	12) Cost estimates

	13) Some concepts from structural engineering
	14) Consideration for social issues / relevance
	15) Consideration for economics

	16) Sensitivity to heritage preservation
	17) Architecture
	18) Research into archives/historic documents

	19) Consideration for environmental issues
	20) Making presentations to stake holders
	21) Report writing

	Others not included above:​​​______________________________________________________________


I think the service-learning project contributed in learning the academic material better, in comparison to other typical courses I have had.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain how/why: 




































As a result of the project, I have gained better insights into the concepts presented in the course content.

__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain why: 





































The project activities I participated in during this course made me more interested in the course.

__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please mention specific activities that you liked or did not like: 































I am proud of the quality of our project work and final report.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 













I prefer to work in a team as opposed to working alone.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 












I felt I was adequately prepared through my other courses with appropriate skills to work in a team before starting this project.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please state courses and how: 






















After completing this project, I feel I am better prepared for future work which may require working in a team.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain why/how: 























All my team-members, including myself, contributed to the project equally.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 












It was useful to write a draft report and obtain comments from the instructor and community partner representative before submitting the final report. 
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Please explain why: 
























Making a final presentation was a good experience. 
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Why: 


























Sufficient guidance was provided by the instructor in a timely manner.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 












The instructor should provide guidance throughout the course of the project voluntarily even in the case when we do not seek it.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 












Sufficient guidance was provided by the representative (Mr. Doug Porter) of our community partner.
__ Strongly Disagree  
 __ Disagree   
___ Neutral
 __Agree  
 __ Strongly Agree 
Comments: 












What is the most important thing you learned/experienced during your service-learning project activities? 

























Is there anything that could have been done to improve your service-learning project experience? 






































Will you take another service-learning course in the future if available?   

YES / NO
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