
How to connect to UVM’s wireless network 

“Cat’s PAWS” 

 

Some things you need to know first: 
 UVM’s wireless network is generally ONLY available in common areas such as lounges, libraries, and central areas 

where students congregate.   

 UVM’s wireless network or “Cat’s PAWS” is available only to UVM students, faculty, and staff.  You’ll need to log in 

to UVM’s Cisco VPN software to connect to UVM’s wireless network to verify your identity.   

 If you have access to a wired connection or “Internet cable” such as in your residence 

hall, this connection will be much faster than wireless.  

 

Before you begin: 
Using your computer’s wireless management softwar; connect to UVM’s “Cat’s PAWS” wireless network, 

(when you are in range of a strong signal).  Your computer will tell that your computer is connected but in reality 

you will not be able to get anywhere until you are logged in to the VPN.  Different computers will operate 

differently in this regard. 

 

If your computer was purchased through UVM’s Computer Depot proceed to 

Section 1 below, if not proceed to Section 2. 

 

Section 1: 

If your computer was purchased from UVM’s Computer Depot: you already 

have the software you need.   

-Start the UVM VPN client: 

Window’s computers: Start, All Programs, Cisco systems VPN client. 

   

 

Macintosh Computers: Click the Finder icon in your dock, then from the 

“Go” menu pick “Applications”, and then double-click the Cisco VPN 

client Icon. 

 

CONNECT TO THE WIRELESS NETWORK : 
Once the software starts you will see a window like this.  Click “Connect” in the VPN client window 

and enter your NetID and password. 
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Once your username and password are entered correctly; the client will take a few moments to connect.  

You will then see a warning that the VPN client is only for authorized users.  Click “Continue”. 

   

You are now connected to UVM’s Cat’s PAWS wireless network and may proceed to your favorite on-line activity.  You 

will need to re-connect using the VPN each time you want to re-connect to Cat’s PAWS, such as after you shut down 

the computer, allow it to go into hybernation, or log off. 

Section 2: 

If your computer was NOT purchased from UVM: you will need to download 

and install the ά±tbέ software from our software archive.   
1. After connecting to the Internet via network cable point your web browser to: 

www.uvm.edu/software 

 

2. You will be asked to enter your UVM net ID and password; you will arrive at UVM’s software download 

archive.  You will be asked to select your platform “Macintosh OS X, Windows XP/Vista, or Linux”.  You 

will find the “VPN client” near the bottom of the page; download and install the software on your 

computer.  Windows computers will require a reboot.   

 

3. When your computer has fully restarted follow the steps on the previous page in Section 1. 

 

www.uvm.edu/ets/help/ 

(802) 656-2604 

For additional information about UVM’s wireless network, including wireless 

locations, please see www.uvm.edu/ets/wireless. 

 


