
 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 
           PRESS RELEASE   

 
 

Top Vermont High School Students Attack Global Warming 
 

http://www.uvm.edu/giv/givwinter2007 
 
After watching An Inconvenient Truth left a group of Vermont’s best High School 
students in tears, we knew it was time for action.  Driven by student and faculty 
interest, we created a unique weekend institute for learning and for action by the first 
generation to grow up watching the undeniable and dramatic effects of global climate 
change. Goddard College, February 2-4, 2007; sponsored by the Governor’s 
Institutes of Vermont with leadership by University of Vermont faculty and staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

With the climate warming, will Vermonters ever see snow like this again?  
 Image from the Landscape Change Program (uvm.edu/landscape; LS03955) 

 
After a nearly snowless start to winter, climate change is on everyone’s mind.  On 
February 2, 3, and 4, the Governor’s Institute of Vermont will bring together 75 of 
Vermont’s most motivated high school students, nearly a dozen staff, and 20 visiting 
experts for a weekend of climate change learning and action.  The overarching theme of 
the weekend is to help high school students understand global climate change from a 
variety of perspectives; the students will get a sense of the science, as well as a sense of 
the politics involved in policies and initiatives on both the national and local levels. After 
learning the basics, the students will work with experts to learn about solutions, both 
local and global. 



 

 

 
   

 
 

 
Spurred on by students from the summer 2006 Science & Technology Governor’s 
Institute, faculty have been working overtime to create a powerful program which 
challenges and supports critical thinking as well as offering hope -- watching how 
devastated our students felt last summer when they saw An Inconvenient Truth, we 
recognized that part of what we want to offer is a sense of empowerment.  Climate 
change is a big issue and it will be today’s high school students who will both face its 
consequences and help move us forward by helping to provide the solutions. 
 
On Friday evening, February 2 at 5 pm, the weekend will kick off with an introduction to 
the importance of climate in defining Vermont’s and Vermonters’ sense of place.  Peter 
Shumlin, Senate President, plans to welcome the students and Governor Jim Douglas has 
been invited to work with us.  After dinner, Professor Cameron Wake from the Climate 
Research Center at the University of New Hampshire will provide a keynote overview of 
how New England’s climate has changed over the past century and some of the 
underlying science defining global climate change.  Later that evening, the students will 
examine their family’s carbon footprint and watch Laurie David’s Too Hot Not to 
Handle. 
 
On Saturday, the students will participate in focused workshops according to their 
interests.  Some students will study the science of climate change, What’s the Science and 
What Can You Do?  Others with interests in current issues and youth activism will 
concern themselves with How Can We Effect Positive Change?   Students with interests 
in performance will spend their time in a workshop entitled Performing Arts: Physical 
Theatre! while others will consider Body Earth: Connecting with Ourselves and Our 
Planet.  
 
On Saturday evening and on Sunday morning, 20 visiting specialists will come and work 
with small groups of students for several hours providing hands-on experiences in the 
areas of politics, policy, science, conflict resolution, communications, outreach, 
alternative energy, conservation, alternative transportation, local farming, and performing 
arts.  Presenters include representatives from the State Legislature, 2020 Vision, Snug 
Valley Farm, Green Diesels, Draker SolarDesign, Renewable Energy Vermont, 
Independent Power Producers Association, Central Vermont Public Service Corporation, 
Vermont Natural Resources Council, LivingFuture Foundation, Vermont Law School, the 
Global Challenge, The Royal Frog Ballet, the University of Vermont, Vermont Energy 
Investment Corporation, Bike Recycle Vermont, Rhode Island School of Design, Rock 
Point School, and Wesleyan University.   
 
The weekend will conclude on Sunday afternoon with student presentations and 
performances designed to inform the assembled group and their parents and siblings 
about what the students learned and did over the weekend and how that will transfer into 
actions.  Over the course of the weekend, students will be busy learning science as well 
as learning how to take action by doing carbon footprints, forming activist groups, 
writing letters to editors, and cutting their families’ energy consumption. 



 

 

 
   

 
 

Representatives of the press are welcome to join us at any time over the weekend but we 
ask that you make contact with us ahead of time.  Contacts are as follows: 
 
For information about the weekend:  Professor Paul Bierman, University of Vermont, 
Professor of Geology and Natural Resources, 802 656-4411; 802 238-6826 (cell) 
pbierman@uvm.edu (email is the most reliable means of contact).   
 
For scheduling visits to the weekend or interviews with students, faculty or 
specialists:  Christine Massey, Director, Governor’s Institute of Science and Technology, 
802 863-3609 cmassey@uvm.edu (email is the most reliable means of contact). 
 
For information about the Governor’s Institutes of Vermont: Director Jean Olson, 
802 229-4757; giv@sover.net. 
 
Now in its 24th year, The Governor’s Institutes of Vermont is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing intense learning experiences for motivated Vermont high school 
students, and serves over 400 students annually in both summer and winter institutes on 
college campuses across Vermont (www.giv.org).   


