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What am I?

I am the spectrum of energy emitted from the sun.  By the time I reach Earth, I am mostly UV rays and visible light rays.  The amount of me coming from the sun to the Earth doesn’t change much.  I have been fairly constant for centuries.  Sure, occasionally the sun flares up, but overall those episodes don’t really affect my average occurrence on Earth.

How do I work?

As I enter the Earth’s atmosphere, I get sent a bunch of different ways:


( 51% of me is absorbed heating Earth’s land and water


( 3% of me is absorbed by clouds


( 16% of me is absorbed by the atmosphere


( 6% of me is reflected by the atmosphere


( 20% of me is reflected by clouds, and



( 4% of me is reflected by the Earth’s surface.  Whoa.

What’s my history over time?

The list above tells you where I used to end up. But with greenhouse gases on the rise, more of me is being trapped on Earth and less is getting back out.  This will go on until Earth reaches a new (and warmer!) equilibrium temperature.
