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What am I?

I am a visible mass of condensed water droplets or frozen crystals that are suspended in the atmosphere.  

How do I work?

In terms of the greenhouse effect, I am a reflector of radiation from the sun, which creates cooler temperatures. I can also be a radiation sink and an insulator, in which case I help to keep the Earth warm.  

The amount of me that exists in the sky is a function of both temperature and available nuclei (dust and particulates) on which to form.  Air pollution helps make me!
What’s my history over time?

There are mixed ideas as to what my mark in the history of global warming will be.  Some scientists believe that the warmer the air gets, the more moisture will come into the atmosphere.  They say this will result in me being denser and brighter, thus resulting in my reflecting more sunlight back to space.  However, other studies have shown that with an increase in temperature, I actually becoming thinner, thus allowing more radiation to reach and warm the Earth.
