Greenhouse

	[image: image1.jpg]The Greenhouse Effect

Solar
raifatlon

kel loctoil

[Cationiioxic)
Giite duase




	Albedo


What am I?

I am the percentage of solar energy reflected from a surface.  

How do I work?

I am determined by simply measuring the amount of incident sunlight (light coming to a surface), and then measuring the amount of light reflected by that same surface.  To find me, divide the reflected light by the incident light.  

I vary depending on the color or the surface from which the light is being reflected.  If the surface is completely black, I will be 0.  If the light is perfectly white, I am 1.  

So, if you measure me on an icecap, I will be larger than if you measured me on a nice, green grass lawn or a parking lot

What’s my history over time?

I have a history, getting bigger during glaciations as ice caps and glaciers grew large and getting smaller as they shrink. I play a role in the history and future of global climate.  If we keep warming up the Earth, I am going to get smaller as the ice melts and forests replace bright snow-covered tundra. How else do you think global climate change could affect me?
