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	Coal


Where am I found? I am found all around the world in sedimentary rocks. I am found in the US (26 %), former Soviet Union (23%), China (12 %), Australia (8%), Germany (7%), and in South Africa (5%).
What’s my carbon intensity? I generate 0.32 kg CO2 per kWh. Much of my energy comes from breaking C-C chemical bonds.
How easily can I be transported? I am a solid material and need heavy equipment to move.  I can be crushed and handled as a powder or made into gas (a synfuel) using energy and water.
What am I made of? Coal is mostly carbon (more than 50 percent by weight) and contains hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen, as well as impurities such as sulfur.

What’s my energy density? The energy density of coal is 6.67 kW-h/kg or 24 MJ/kg or 20 MJ/liter. It takes 967 pounds of coal to power a computer for one full year.

What other impacts can I make on the environment?  Mining me, both at depth and on the surface, scars the landscape.  The sulfur I contain contributes to acid rain and my mercury poisons lakes and fish when I am burned. Coal burning powerplants contribute more mercury to the United States than any other human activity.
How much of me is left? I will last >200 years at current rates of use.
