
3. A Pine Line Between New And Old
Nearing the end of the 1800’s, the area in which you are now
standing looked very different.  The trees that stand around you now
grew up from a field that was once used for farming.  These white
pines were possibly transplanted in the field by the Webb family over
100 years ago, from their tree farm.  From the core sample below you
can see that this tree’s growth was rapid at first but has since slowed
down due to shadowing from other trees in the area. By using these
rings and our understanding of tree growth patterns, we are able to
discern the conditions under which the tree was growing. Where the
rings are wide,  growth was unobstructed, and where they are narrow,
growth was slow.

This image shows the large pine tree 
plantation on the Webbs’ farm.  It was probably 
some of these trees that were used to plant in the 
fields that the Webbs were no longer using.  This
transplantation process probably occurred
where you are now standing.

Here you can see the absence 
of the  pine trees on the hill behind the
Farm Barn. This picture was taken some 
of years before the pine trees were likely
transplanted into the unused field, around 
100 years ago.

Before modern farm machinery, horses were used to pull plows.  When the area
around you was still a field used for farming,  the Webbs and their workers used
this type of method to plow the open field.

This image shows a small portion of a core taken from a nearby pine tree.  A tree core allows researchers to learn the age of a tree without
cutting it down.  The tree’s age is represented in the number of rings, or sections of light and dark, found in  core.  While this core doesn’t
illustrate that, the tree that the core was taken from was around 100 years old.  The age of these trees can also be estimated by counting
the whirls.  Whirls are circular indentations set in rings around the tree.  Every year, a pine tree adds a new whirl.

Here, students at the Governor’s Institute
Of Vermont are coring a tree in the forest where
you are standing.  Coring is a very simple, non-
invasive way for researchers to learn the age of
a tree.  From coring and other tools, the
students were able to determine that the trees
in this forest grew up together from an open field 
around100 years ago.


