General checklist and timeline for graduate projects
Semester 1

· Settle in, get oriented

· Meet with me to scope out initial classes and your project

· Get familiar with classes offered and potential 

· Fill out an initial Program of Study form

· Begin to draft a formal project proposal
· Participate in AE&WS seminar
Semester 2

· Complete draft project proposal and circulate to advisory committee

· Schedule a formal advisory committee meeting to review proposal.  Do this well in advance of the end of the semester and beginning of the field season.

· Participate in AE&WS seminar as you can
Summer 1 – field work

Semester 3

· Participate in required RSENR Graduate Symposium

· Schedule a written comprehensive exam with the advisory committee.  This may be followed by an oral meeting to review the results of the exam. 

· Participate in AE&WS seminar as you can
Semester 4 - IDEALLY:  

· Complete research analyses and draft thesis, working closely with me.

· When a workable penultimate draft is ready, circulate to the advisory committee.  This should be done by the end of Spring Break

· Stay in touch with the advisory committee to get comments from them on the thesis

· For a journal thesis: begin to abstract the paper for review 

· Schedule a final public and advisory committee seminar time

· Check with Grad College that all requirement are in order

· Prepare and circulate nearly final draft of the thesis to the advisory committee at least one week prior to the final seminar.

· Publicly advertise the seminar

· Do seminar, make any suggested final changes, make final copy of thesis and submit.

· Edit and submit the journal manuscript for review.


Semester 4 – TYPICALLY:  Typically graduate students need a second field season to get the data needed to complete a field project.  If this is the case an advisory committee meeting should be scheduled to review what happened in the previous season and discuss what will happen the next field season.  For PhD students, multiple field seasons are the norm.

Summer 2 – field work 

For MS students:  Wrap up the project as per the ‘Semester 4’ schedule, as soon as possible.

For PhD students:  Continue field research and analysis as per the work plan and funding.  Complete the ‘Semester 4’ schedule in your final semester.

