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What Every Student Needs to Know 

 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES STUDENT SERVICES 

 
438 College Street • Third Floor • 802/656-3344 • cas@uvm.edu 

 
8:00-4:30 p.m. • Monday-Friday • Daily Advisor Walk-in Hours: 1:30-3:30 p.m.  

 
Have questions?  Don’t know who to ask? 

Got a problem?  Don’t know how to fix it? 
We’re here to help. 

 
 

ADVISING 
 
STUDENTS ARE ASSIGNED AN ADVISOR IN A VARIETY OF WAYS: 
 
• Undeclared first-year students enrolled in a Teacher-Advisor Program (TAP) course 
are assigned to the instructor of that seminar until they declare a major.  

 
• Undeclared first-year students not in TAP are assigned a faculty advisor within the 
College. Those students will keep the same advisor until they declare a major.  Once 
students declare a major, they will be assigned an advisor in their chosen field. 

 
• First-year students who have a declared major and are enrolled in a TAP course are 
assigned to an advisor in their major field as well as the instructor of that seminar (for 
the fall semester only).   
 
• Students not enrolled in TAP who have a declared major are assigned an advisor 
within their declared field.  
 
• Transfer students with a declared major will be assigned an advisor in their declared 
field. Undeclared transfer students will be assigned an advisor from one of the 
departments within the College.  
 
Note: Check the Registrar’s home page (www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/) under Student 
Information for a student’s assigned advisor’s name after the third week of the semester.  
Students who need assistance and/or haven’t yet been assigned an advisor should contact the 
Dean’s Office.  
 
MEETING WITH AN ADVISOR 
An advisor can be an invaluable source of information, so plan to meet frequently. Course 
selection for the upcoming semester, career options, and other educational decisions are matters 
to discuss as well as any problems that may affect one’s academic performance. Rapport 
between a student and advisor adds an experienced and knowledgeable dimension to long-range 

mailto:cas@uvm.edu
http://www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/


3 

 

academic planning. Frequently, a relationship that began as student/advisor blossoms into a 
friendship that lasts beyond college graduation.  
 
Reference the on-line directory available on the UVM homepage, www.uvm.edu, to find your 
advisor’s phone number, e-mail address, and campus address.  Plan to meet during office hours 
or call them directly for an appointment.  If students cannot reach their advisor for an 
appointment, leave a message requesting a reply. Faculty advisors are a great resource in all 
aspects of planning a schedule of courses and ensuring that your course selections meet 
graduation requirements. However, the student is ultimately responsible for deciding which 
courses to take and whether they meet degree requirements. Read the requirements 
carefully! 
 

COMMUNICATING WITH UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS 
 
• Contact with faculty ~ Address a faculty member as ―Doctor‖ or ―Professor‖ unless they 
have given permission to refer to them by their first name.  When making an appointment be 
sure to write it down and be on time! 
 
• E-Mail ~ E-mail communication can easily be misinterpreted, especially if students 
communicate with faculty and staff the same way they communicate with their friends.  
 
"Hey Dude!”  No faculty member or staff person appreciates receiving a message from a 
student with a "Hey Dude!" opening!  Remember that students are communicating with 
someone who may in some way be connected to their future (e.g. course grade, reference for 
leadership position, etc.).  ALWAYS REVIEW YOUR E-MAIL BEFORE YOU HIT SEND! 
 
Here is an actual e-mail sent to a Dean:  
 

hay i was wonder who my advisor was so that i could ask them a question about my 
schedule it wasnot posed on the registwars website   thanks john doe im a fresman and 
my uvm email isnt working 

 
An example of how the note could have been better written: 
 

Dear Dr. Smith: 
I am an incoming first-year student. I’m writing from my personal e-mail account because 
I’m having difficulty with my UVM e-mail. Can you direct me to someone who can help me 
with that? Also, I have a question about my schedule and am unsure who my advisor is. 
Are you able to give me his or her contact information? Any help you are able to provide 
would be much appreciated. 
 
Thank you,  
John Doe 

 
 
• Before, During, or After Class ~ Missing class is NOT a good idea, but there are times when 
a student either chooses to do so or is too ill to go.  Students are responsible for getting the 
notes, preferably from another student in the class.   However some students have been known 

http://www.uvm.edu/


4 

 

to ask the instructor the following:  "Did you do anything important in class when I was 
gone?"  
 
Every class session is important, so consider a different approach:  "I missed class and got the 
notes from a friend. If I come to your office during office hours, will you have a few 
minutes to review the concepts with me?"  
 
If a student thinks there was an error in the grading of an assignment, students often say: "YOU 
didn't give me points for several correct answers!"   Starting with YOU sounds like an 
attack!  
 
Try another approach:  "I noticed that I didn't get credit for several questions that I 
thought I answered correctly.  Do you have a few minutes to review them with me?"  
 
Remember that UVM adheres to a Classroom Code of Conduct which states (in part), ―Faculty and 
students will treat all members of the learning community with respect.‖ 
 
Adhering to this guideline will serve a student well during their time at UVM.  

 
 

REGISTRATION 
 
REGISTER FOR CLASSES 
Register for classes using the myUVM portal: 
 

8 Click  ―myUVM‖ found on the upper right hand corner of any page in the 
UVM website  

 
8 Log in with a NetID and password. Net ID’s can be activated on the 

Network ID and Account Management page: www.uvm.edu/account 
 

8 Click on ―Main Menu‖ found in the Registration box 
 
Contact the Registrar’s office at registrar@uvm.edu or 802/656-2045 if there are problems 
logging in.   
 
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT REGISTRATION 

 

Where are the courses listed?  
In addition to the Registrar’s website, courses are listed on the UVM undergraduate catalogue at 
www.uvm.edu/catalogue. On this website, there are numerous ways to access information 
about academic programs, courses, policies, and requirements. Students at UVM are responsible 
for knowing and complying with all requirements for their respective degrees as stated in the 
catalogue.  
   

What about Foreign Language and Math classes?   
If a student plans on taking a French, Spanish, or German course at ANY level, they MUST take 
the placement test.   The test can be found at www.uvm.edu/~dos/orientation.  For the 

http://www.uvm.edu/account
mailto:registrar@uvm.edu
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Foreign Language tests, students will need to use the following user ID and password: User id = 
uvm and User Password = catamounts1. 
 
Note: These are placements tests only and will not fulfill the Foreign Language or Mathematical 
Sciences requirements. 
 

How many courses? 
To graduate from the College of Arts and Sciences, a student must have 122 credits, about 15 
credits per semester. Students may choose to take a slightly lower load their first semester, so 
plan on four to five courses, which will add up to 12 to 17 credits. The majority of courses are 3 
credits each.  Laboratory and introductory foreign language courses are usually four credits.  
Physical Education classes count for either .50 or 1.00 credit depending on the length of the 
class. 
 

Are there any required courses?  
Students must complete the General and Distribution requirements for the Bachelor of Arts, or 
Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Music degree listed in this booklet. These requirements may 
be completed in any order and do not have to be fulfilled within a specified time. Consider 
enrolling in a new discipline or in a different area of study as a way to discover an exciting new 
area of interest. 
 

What about courses in the major? 
Most students do not have a declared major when they come to UVM and many students change 
their major several times. If there is interest in a particular field or major, enroll in one of the 
introductory courses of the department. Note that not all departments offer a course numbered 
001. Introductory courses are numbered 001 to 099 and do not require prior knowledge unless 
otherwise stated.  
 

What about Advanced Placement exams? 
Students must request to have an official copy of their AP test scores sent to the Office of 
Transfer Affairs, 360 Waterman Bldg., University of Vermont, Burlington, VT 05405.  Refer to 
pages 23-25 for the list of AP tests and scores accepted by UVM. 
 

What’s different about enrolling in a lab course?  
The on-line schedule of courses will indicate courses with both a lecture and a laboratory section 
or discussion section.  Enroll in BOTH a lecture and lab or discussion section for these courses. 
Please keep in mind that many courses have prerequisites which should be taken into 
consideration when registering. 
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MAJORS AND MINORS 
 
AN INVITATION TO BE “DECIDEDLY UNDECIDED” 
Students often feel pressure to declare a major in their first year. For some students this makes 
sense, such as students pursuing Bachelor of Science degrees, which typically require a four-year 
sequence of courses. But most students are either undecided when they enter college or change 
their majors, sometimes several times. Often, students have many interests they want to explore, 
and don’t want to specialize too quickly. The Dean’s Office suggests that students officially 
declare their major and minor by the end of the sophomore year. 
 
AIM (ACADEMIC INTRODUCTION TO THE MAJOR) 
As first-year students enter their second semester, it is important to continue developing the skills 
cultivated in TAP and larger classes, and also to reflect on their choices of majors and minors. 
The second-semester program, AIM, is designed to facilitate the transition into a potential major. 
Courses identified in the AIM program encourage the intellectual shift from a broad exposure of 
the liberal arts to an in-depth study in a particular field. Consult the College of Arts and Sciences 
website, www.uvm.edu/~cas, to find out more about the AIM program. 
 
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS 
 
• Substitutions for major or minor requirements are sometimes acceptable – the 
Dean’s Office must receive written approval from the Chair of the department for 
each substitution. 
• No more than 45 hours are allowed in the major field for BA candidates. 
• No more than 50 hours are allowed in the major field for BS candidates. 
• A major must be chosen from offerings within the College of Arts and Sciences.  
• The major grade point average must be at least 2.00 (a ―C‖) to graduate. 
• At least one-half of a student’s major requirements must be taken at UVM. 
• Students may pursue an Individually Designed Major in the College of Arts and 

Sciences with approval of the Academic Studies Committee.  
 
MINOR REQUIREMENTS 
 
• All students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree must complete a minor. 
• Students pursuing a double major are not required to complete a minor. 
• Students pursuing a Bachelor of Science or a Bachelor of Music are not required to 

complete a minor. 
• A minor may be chosen from offerings within the College of Arts and Sciences.  
• Some minors outside of Arts and Sciences are available but must be chosen from 

the list that has been approved by the College of Arts and Sciences.  
• The minor GPA must be at least a 2.00 to graduate. 
• Only one course may overlap between the major and minor. 
• At least one-half of a student’s credits in their minor must be taken at UVM. 

 
Bachelor of Science: Students pursue one of these majors: Biochemistry, Chemistry, 
Environmental Sciences, Geology, Integrated Biological Science, Physics, Psychology, 
and Zoology. 
Bachelor of Music:  Students major in Music Performance. 

http://www.uvm.edu/~cas/
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MAJORS 
 

 
 
 

Fine Arts 
Art History (ARTH) 

Film and Television Studies (FTS) 
Music (MU) 

Studio Art (ARTS) 
Theatre (THE) 

 

 

Humanities 
Chinese (CHIN) 

Classical Civilization (CLAS) 
English (ENGS) 
French (FREN) 

German (GERM) 
Greek (GRK) 
History (HST) 

Japanese (JAPN) 
Latin (LAT) 

Philosophy (PHIL) 
Religion (REL) 

Russian (RUSS) 
Spanish (SPAN) 

 

 

 

Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Biochemistry (BICM) 

Biology (BIOL) 
Biological Science (Integrated) (BISC) 

Chemistry (CHEM) 
Computer Science (CS) 

Environmental Sciences (ENSC) 
Geology (GEOL) 

Mathematics (MATH) 
Physics (PHYS) 

Plant Biology (PBIO) 
Zoology (ZOOL) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Social Sciences 
Anthropology (ANTH) 

Communication Sciences (CMSI) 
Economics (ECON) 
Geography (GEOG) 

Political Science (POLS) 
Psychology (PSYC) 

Sociology (SOC) 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary 
Asian Studies (GRSA) 

Canadian Studies (GRSC) 
Environmental Studies (ENVS) 

European Studies (GRSE) 
Global Studies (GRSG) 
Italian Studies (ITST) 

Latin American Studies (GRSL) 
Russian/East European Studies (GRSR) 
Women’s and Gender Studies (WGST) 

 

 

 

Individually Designed Major (IDM)
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MINORS 
 

Fine Arts 
Art History 

Art:  Studio Art 

Film and Television Studies 
Music 

Theatre 
 

Humanities 
Chinese 
Classical Civilization 

English 
French 

German 
Greek Language and Literature 

History 

Holocaust Studies 
Italian 

Japanese 
Latin Language and Literature 

Philosophy 

Religion 
Russian 

Spanish 
 

Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Biochemistry 
Biology 

Chemistry 
Computer Science 

Environmental Sciences: Biology 

Environmental Sciences: Geology 
Geology 

Math – Pure 
Math – Applied 

Physics  
Plant Biology 

Statistics 

Zoology 
 

Social Sciences 
Anthropology 

Communication Sciences 

Economics 
Geography 

Linguistics 
Political Science 

Psychology 

Sociology 
 

 

Interdisciplinary 
African Studies 

ALANA U.S. Ethnic Studies 

Asian Studies 
Canadian Studies 

Environmental Studies 
European Studies 

Geospatial Technologies 

Gerontology 
Global Studies 

Italian Studies 
Latin American Studies 

Middle East Studies 
Russian/East European Studies 

Sexuality and Gender Identity Studies 

Speech 
Vermont Studies 

Women’s and Gender Studies 
 

Individually Designed Minor 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Minors outside the College of  
Arts and Sciences 
Accounting 
Animal Science 

Applied Design 
Business Administration 

Community and International Development 

Community Entrepreneurship 
Consumer Affairs 

Consumer and Advertising 
Ecological Agriculture 

Electrical Engineering 

Food Systems 
Forestry 

Human Development and Family Studies 
Microbiology 

Molecular Genetics 
Nutrition and Food Sciences 

Pharmacology 

Public Communication 
Recreation Management 

Soil Science 
Special Education 

Sustainable Landscape Agriculture 

Wildlife Biology 
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The College of Arts and Sciences, together with the Registrar’s Office, has developed a degree audit 
report that will make it easier to track a student’s progress toward completing a degree. The 
Curriculum Audit Tracking System produces an automated report that identifies the specific 
requirements for a student’s current degree program and shows how the courses taken best satisfy 
those requirements. These requirements include Total Hours, General and Degree Distribution, 
Major/Minor requirements, Arts and Sciences hours, Residency, and Grade Point Average. 

 

The CATS report also indicates which requirements still need to be completed and provides a list of 
courses that can satisfy them. Students can run a CATS Report from the Student SIS Access site on 
the Registrar’s Office homepage (via myUVM). 

  

The CATS report is the certification tool used by College or Arts and Sciences for graduation, therefore 
it is very important to review the CATS report each semester and verify that it accurately details 
coursework.  If students have transferred credits to UVM, an exception (which is a course substitution 
or a course waiver) must be approved by the Dean’s Office. If there are discrepancies in an audit, 
questions about course applicability, or problems running the CATS report, please discuss them with 
Mark Galen Hall, Mark.Hall@uvm.edu, in the Dean’s Office of Arts and Sciences.  Remember a 
student is responsible for understanding and fulfilling all degree requirements.   
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR VIEWING THE CATS REPORT ON THE WEB 

1. Log into myUVM (located on all UVM pages) using NetID and password. 

2. Click on ―Main Menu‖ found in the Registration box 

3. On the Main Menu, click on ―CATS Report‖. 

4. On the CATS page, click on ―Submit an Audit‖. 

5. Click ―Run Audit‖. 

6. On the Run CATS Audit page, the note ―Your audit has been submitted‖ will appear.  Click on 
―View submitted audits‖. 

7. The List of Available Audits page should contain the audit just submitted.  If it does not, click 
on ―refresh the list‖. Click on the degree program link to open up the audit. 

8. Scroll down the page to view the audit, or click on the red navigation buttons to be taken to 
various sections of the audit.  A legend appears at the bottom of the audit. 

9. To return to the previous page, click on the ―Return to Student’s CATS Menu‖ link in the upper 
right corner. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Mark.Hall@uvm.edu
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TRANSFER CREDIT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
GETTING CREDITS TRANSFERRED 
The Office of Transfer Affairs will determine which courses transfer from other institutions. In order to 
start this process, please have official transcript(s) sent to: 

Office of Transfer Affairs 
University of Vermont, 360 Waterman Building 

Burlington, VT 05405 
 
The Office of Transfer Affairs will determine the amount of credit granted based on the official 
transcript and calculated semester hours. More information is available at 802/656-0867 or on the 
web at www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/transfer.  They can also be reached at transfer@uvm.edu. 
Keep in mind, however, that though courses may transfer, they may not satisfy particular Arts and 
Sciences degree requirements. 
 
Once Transfer Affairs has evaluated the transcript please access the Transfer Equivalency 
Worksheet online with the myUVM portal.  

8 Log into myUVM (located on all UVM pages) using NetID  and password 
8 Click on “Main Menu” found in the Registration box 
8 Click “Student Records” 
8 Click “Transfer Credit Evaluation” 

 
FULFILLING GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS WITH TRANSFER CREDIT 
This can be a confusing process, so don’t hesitate to make an appointment with an advisor in the 
Dean’s Office:  802/656-3344.  Do this early to prevent duplicating a course and/or taking 
unnecessary courses. Only 3-credit courses can fulfill distribution, major and minor requirements.  In 
the case where a class transfers as a fraction, 2.50 credits or higher can fulfill any requirement that 
requires a 3-credit course.   
  
General Requirements 
The Race Relations and Ethnicity and the Non-European Cultures Requirements can only be fulfilled by 
specific classes.  If a transferred class is an exact match it will automatically fulfill the requirement.  
Often, transfer credit comes in as 0XX, or 1XX.  If a previously taken course matches a description for 
one of the courses listed, bring a syllabus to Transfer Affairs for review.   
 
Distribution Requirements 
Note that some categories require one course in a certain area, while others require courses at a 
particular level or number. For example, the Fine Arts requirement can be fulfilled by any 3-credit Art 
History, Film and Television Studies, Studio Art, Music, or Theatre course.  If a course transferred as 
ARTS 0XX or ART XXX, it will fulfill the requirement.  However, in the case where a Math class 
transferred as 0XX, Transfer Affairs will need further information to determine if it will fulfill the 
Mathematical Sciences requirement. You may need to provide a syllabus to Transfer Affairs who will 
send it to the Math Department for review.   
 
Major/Minor Requirements 
If courses do not transfer as an exact match to a UVM course, (0XX, XXX, or 1XX), it may be necessary 
to meet with the department Chair to determine if the class can be counted toward the major or minor 
requirements. The Dean’s Office must receive written approval if the department decides to apply the 
transfer credit toward the major or minor requirements.  
Note:  The GPA from your previous institution does not transfer to UVM. 

http://www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/transfer
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ACADEMIC OPTIONS 
 
TAKING A COURSE PASS/NO PASS 
The rules for taking a course under the PASS/NO PASS option are as follows: 
 

• Must be a degree student. 
• Must be at least a sophomore. 
• A student cannot be on academic trial. 
• No more than six courses during an undergraduate career using this option. 
• The course must be a free elective. This means that it is not being used to fulfill any    

requirement except to obtain the necessary hours to graduate. 
• A student is expected to complete all of the work necessary for the course. 
• Any grade of ―D-‖ or higher will be recorded as a PASS. A grade of ―F‖ will be recorded as NO 

PASS.  Neither grade will affect grade point average. 
• Physical education activity courses, even the required ones, may be taken on a PASS/NO   

PASS option. These do not count toward the six courses that are allowed under this option. 
 
A decision to take a course under this option requires the necessary form from the Registrar’s Office. 
The form needs the approval and signature of an advisor.  
Note:  The deadline for choosing the PASS/NO PASS option is within two weeks of the beginning of 
the semester. 
 
REPEATING A COURSE 
A course may be repeated at any time for any reason. The most common reasons for repeating a 
course are to improve a grade in the course or to improve comprehension of the material in the 
course.  A repeated course will appear on the transcript both times and both grades will count toward 
the cumulative grade point average. However, the course will not count twice toward credits needed 
for graduation. If a course is repeated, be careful not to count the course twice toward total credits. 
 
INTERNSHIPS 
An Arts and Science education extends well beyond the classroom. For many students, hands-on 
learning in the lab or the community is a critical part of their education. It can also be decisive in 
choosing careers, developing skills, and considering graduate education. The College of Arts and 
Sciences offers a wide range of learning activities outside the classroom. From working with world-
renowned biologists in their labs to serving as an intern counselor at a local school, the faculty 
members are ready to make it a meaningful academic experience.  For more information contact the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 802/656-3344. 
 
PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 
Pre-Law 
UVM provides guidance to pre-law students through Career Services and a Faculty Pre-Law Advisory 
Committee. Work with students begins as soon as they express an interest in law and provide 
guidance throughout the undergraduate career. Unlike pre-med programs, where students must take a 
prescribed set of courses, there is no pre-law curriculum. The Association of American Law Schools 
does not prescribe a specific course of study to prepare undergraduates for law school, but rather 
suggests a broad approach to liberal arts including course work in English, humanities, logic, 
mathematics, social sciences, history, philosophy, and the natural sciences. 
 
Although it is not necessary for pre-law students to study law as undergraduates, UVM offers a host of 
law-related courses in several departments – including political science, sociology, philosophy, and 
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environmental studies. UVM students also have the opportunity to arrange internships that may 
provide experience in law-related activities and with legislators, congresspersons, and senators. 
 
The Law School Admission Test is offered on campus several times a year. Performance on this test is 
a very important ingredient in admission to law school. Although students can prepare for the LSAT by 
themselves, Career Services offers LSAT preparation and private companies offer such courses in the 
area as well. 
 
A student’s overall academic performance is the single most important factor in law school admissions. 
Aim to do well from the very beginning.  Take a solid curriculum and work hard. For further 
information pick up the ―Pre-Law Handbook‖ at Career Services, 802/656-3450, or contact a faculty 
member on the Pre-Law Advisory Committee. 
 
Pre-Health/Pre-Dental  
If medical or dental school is in the future, the College of Arts and Sciences offers excellent 
opportunities to complete a pre-professional education. While there are specific course requirements 
for entry into medical and dental schools, there is no required or preferred major.  As long as the 
courses required by chosen professional schools are completed, a student may select any major in the 
College.  Medical and dental schools are primarily concerned with the overall scope and quality of 
undergraduate work. Only about one-half the first-year students in medical or dental schools have 
majored in science, for example. 
 
Most medical and dental schools' minimum requirements include a year of biology, a year of general 
chemistry, a year of organic chemistry, a year of physics, and a year of calculus. Increasing numbers 
of medical and dental schools are requiring a year of English and course work in the humanities, social 
sciences, and languages. For the requirements for specific medical and dental schools, students should 
consult the Medical School Admission Requirements and Admission Requirements for U.S. and 
Canadian Dental Schools, published by the American Association of Dental Schools. Both volumes are 
available to students at Career Services and the Bailey-Howe Library. 
 
For further information on pre-professional education, contact Career Services at 802/656-3450. 
 
STUDY ABROAD 
Studying abroad for a semester or a full year can provide a unique experience during a UVM career. 
There are many programs available. Consult an advisor to decide which courses to take to ensure 
fulfillment of graduation requirements. The Office of International Educational Services, 802/656-
4296, located in the Living/Learning Center, handles all study abroad information.  
 
Note:  Students must have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.50 in order to receive permission from the 
Dean’s Office to study abroad. 
 

ACADEMIC HONORS 
 
HONORS IN ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Students can pursue honors curricula in Arts and Sciences through College Honors and Departmental 
Honors. Remember more than one Honors option can be pursued! 
 
COLLEGE HONORS 
The College Honors program, designed for superior students with unusual initiative and intellectual 
curiosity, provides an opportunity to pursue two-semesters (six-credits) of independent research under 
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the direction of a faculty sponsor.  Students may pursue a thesis or creative project.  Students may 
apply for College Honors if they have a GPA of 3.40 or higher. 
 

¶ Students who wish to pursue College Honors must submit their applications no later than the 
first term of their senior year.  Students who wish to consider undertaking a College Honors 
project during their junior year should contact the Dean's Office for information concerning the 
circumstances in which such an exceptional arrangement is possible. 

¶ Students in the Honors College are required to complete College Honors in order to graduate as 
University Scholars through the Honors College.  

 
DEPARTMENTAL HONORS 
Several departments, including Economics, English, History, Mathematics, and Political Science offer 
honors curricula within their departments.  For more information, contact the respective department. 
 
DEAN’S LIST 
Students who complete 12 or more credit hours in courses in which grades of ―A,‖ ―B,‖ ―C,‖ ―D,‖ or ―F‖ 
have been given, who obtain a semester grade point average of at least 3.00, and who stand in the 
top 20% of their class in the College of Arts and Sciences, are placed on the Dean’s List for that 
semester.  These students receive a letter from the Dean indicating their attainment of this honor. 
 
PHI BETA KAPPA 
Membership in Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest and most prestigious college honors society, is by 
invitation only; there is no application process. Students whose superlative scholastic accomplishments 
reveal breadth of exploration and depth of achievement in a broad range of the liberal arts are invited. 
Undergraduates from any program or department in the University are eligible for consideration and 
the chapter’s membership committee systematically examines all undergraduate records.  
Undergraduates should discuss the criteria for Phi Beta Kappa with their academic advisor when 
planning course schedules for the remainder of their academic program.  Officers of the chapter will be 
glad to provide additional advice when needed.  Election to the chapter cannot take place before a 
student has completed the first semester of the junior year (75 credit hours). 
 
HONORS COLLEGE 
The Honors College (HC) offers an intensely focused, academically challenging environment for some 
of the University's most outstanding undergraduate students. With an honors residence hall in the 
heart of campus, the College provides students with an intellectually stimulating climate in which to 
pursue their studies. Honors College students take one HC seminar per semester during their first and 
second years of study.   

There is no application required for first-year admission; the College reviews the academic records of 
the University's entering class and invites top performers to enroll.  Because the Honors College exists 
to recognize and encourage academic excellence, it welcomes applications for sophomore admission 
from students who were not in the Honors College in their first year and who were among top 
performers in their class at UVM.  Sophomore admission requires a cumulative grade point average of 
at least a 3.40, and an application which consists of a cover page, brief essay, and letter of 
recommendation from a UVM faculty member.  Approximately 100 sophomores are admitted each 
year.  For more information call 802/656-9100, e-mail Honors.College@uvm.edu, or visit the 
website at www.uvm.edu/honorscollege.  

College of Arts and Sciences students who are members of the Honors College continue their honors 
program in their junior year and senior years.  Although they remain members of the Honors College, 

mailto:Honors.College@uvm.edu
http://www.uvm.edu/honorscollege
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they take honors coursework in Arts and Sciences. Seniors complete their honors curriculum by writing 
an Honors Thesis or doing a creative project, typically in the departments in which they have chosen 
to major. 
 
GRADUATING WITH HONORS 
The Bachelor’s degree may be conferred with honors, by vote of the UVM Faculty Senate, in 
recognition of general high standing in scholarship. Within the graduating class, the top 1% of 
students receive the designation summa cum laude; the following 3% magna cum laude; the next 6% 
cum laude.  Honors are calculated only upon grades received at UVM.  In order to be eligible, students 
must have earned 60 UVM hours. The total number of awards may not exceed 10% of the graduating 
class. 
 

RESULTS OF LOW ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
 
At the conclusion of each semester, the Arts and Sciences Academic Studies Committee meets to 
evaluate the academic performance of students and determines a student’s future academic status. 
Letters will be sent to students notifying them of their academic status including being placed on trial, 
continued on trial, dismissal for low scholarship, or removal from trial.   
 
The following criteria for academic trial and dismissal, while making allowances for students in their 
first semester, are designed to encourage academic work of quality that meets the minimum 
requirement for graduation. 
 
Trial 
A student who earns a semester grade point average higher than that which merits dismissal but 
below 2.00 is placed on trial. In order to avoid dismissal from the University, a student who has been 
placed on academic trial must, in the following semester, earn a 2.00 semester average, enroll in all 
courses for letter grades, and maintain an academic program of 12 or more credit hours.  No student 
will be removed from trial until both the semester and cumulative GPA are at least 2.00. A student who 
is on trial may not enroll in a University-sanctioned study abroad program.  
 
Note: If a student is on academic trial and decides not to return to UVM the subsequent semester, he 
or she will be on academic trial upon readmission. 
 
Attention First-Year, First-Semester Students 
Following the first semester of enrollment, a student who earns a semester GPA of 1.00 or lower, or 
who earns failing grades in one-half of the semester credit hours attempted (excluding courses in 
physical education and military studies) will be dismissed for low scholarship. The period of dismissal is 
for at least one year. Dismissed students must receive written approval from the Arts and Sciences 
Dean’s Office before enrolling in any University course. 
 
Readmission following dismissal 
A dismissed student who presents evidence of his/her ability to perform satisfactorily may be 
considered for readmission on trial. A student who has been dismissed for a second time will not be 
considered for readmission on trial until at least three years have elapsed. Further information 
regarding readmission may be obtained from the Dean’s Office. 
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SUPPORT SERVICES                                                         
 
CAREER SERVICES   802/656-3450 
Located in the E Building at the Living/Learning Center, this organization provides a number of career-
related services and resources to undergraduates, including career counseling and advising, job search 
workshops, a career information library, and job postings. A complete listing and detailed description 
of all the Career Services functions can be found at www.uvm.edu/~career.  
 
LEARNING COOPERATIVE   802/656-4075 
The Learning Cooperative provides academic support to students in all disciplines by offering individual 
tutoring in writing, reading, study skills, and many introductory courses.  SI (Supplemental 
Instruction) assists students in large introductory-level courses. In SI sessions, small groups of 
students meet after class to review course material and learn how to apply study skills to specific 
subject. Any student currently enrolled in classes at UVM is eligible to use the Co-op services. Project 
STAY (Services to Advance Yourself) is a federally-funded program designed to provide tutoring 
and support services to students from limited-income families and those who are first-generation 
college students. 
 
ALANA STUDENT CENTER (ASC)   802/656-3819 
The ASC exists to ensure that African, Latino/a, Asian and Native American (ALANA) and 
Bi/Multi-racial students succeed at the University of Vermont. ASC promotes academic achievement, 
personal growth, and identity formation. There are a variety of programs administered through the 
ALANA Student Center. There are year-long programs which meet regularly (Community Meeting and 
Sisterhood Circle), programs that run during the summer (SESP) and yearly activities from the formal 
(ALANA Spring Banquet) to the funny (Halloween@ASC). For more information, please call or drop by. 
The Center is located at 342 South Prospect Street.  

 
ACCESS OFFICE   802/656-7753 
The ACCESS Office operates to assist the University in overcoming the program and attitudinal barriers 
that prevent students with physical disabilities, learning disabilities, or attention deficit disorders from 
deriving full benefit from the University experience. Staff provide support services to equalize the 
playing field and thus to ensure equal educational opportunity.  
 
STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES (SFS)   802/656-5700 
UVM’s SFS Office is committed to assisting students and their families with financing a UVM education. 
The Financial Aid Office’s goal is to forge a working partnership between federal, state, and private 
educational funding sources, the University, and the student.  It is also committed to helping students 
learn more about sound personal financial management and about the rights and responsibilities 
associated with financing a university education.  Please do not hesitate to call or stop by.  They are 
located at 221 Waterman Building. 
 
CENTER FOR HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
Counseling Center   802/656-3340 
The Counseling Center staff provides numerous services including individual and group counseling, 
assessment, treatment and referral; consultation concerning mental health, student development and 
emergencies; and coordination of psychological disability accommodations. The numerous services of 
the Counseling Center are open to all UVM students who are taking a minimum of five credits during 
the current semester. 
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Emergencies:  Students can walk in between 8:30 and 4:00 on weekdays and see a counselor within a 
short time if their concern is urgent. After hours and on weekends, a counselor is available by 
telephone through UVM Police Services for consultation and planning. If something is not an 
emergency but needs attention right away, the office staff will make every effort to book an intake 
appointment the same day. 
 
Student Health Center   802/656-3350 
The UVM Student Health Center provides high quality medical care and a wide range of preventive and 
educational health programs in a cost-effective manner.  The Center supplies direct clinical 
intervention in illness and also stresses the importance of knowledge acquisition and behavioral 
change as a means of educating and involving students in their own health care and lifestyle decision-
making. 
 
Payment of the mandatory semester HEALTH FEE provides many useful pre-paid health care benefits 
for UVM students.  Students enrolled in 12 or more credit hours will pay the health fee as a mandatory 
fee.  Those students enrolled in 11 or fewer credit hours may pay it as an optional fee and receive 
care at the Student Health Center.  Payment of the optional SUMMER HEALTH FEE will maintain 
services for students who remain in the area during the summer months. 
 
ENTERPRISE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES (ETS)  802/656-2006 
ETS provides many no-fee services to all students, faculty and staff to help them make effective use of 
information technology. Some of these are: telephone and e-mail help line, e-mail and web authoring 
accounts, computer labs and classrooms, guidance for web pages development, database consulting, 
and statistical analysis design. 
 
LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, QUESTIONING and ALLY SERVICES (LGBTQA) 
802/656-8637 
The LGBTQA Office is committed to meeting the needs of LGBTQA students, faculty, & staff at UVM by 
fostering and creating cultural education for the community at large, and building and strengthening 
LGBTQA community at UVM.  They provide advocacy and support to LGBTQA students, faculty, & staff 
as well as to provide consultation and information to offices and programs throughout the University. 
Their aim is to transform the UVM experience for LGBTQA students, faculty, and staff to one that is 
safe, positive, and fully engaging. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY                                                         
 
Policy Statement 
All academic work (e.g., homework assignments, written and oral reports, creative projects, 
performances, in-class and take-home exams, extra-credit projects, research, theses and dissertations) 
must satisfy the following standards of academic integrity: 
 
• All ideas, arguments, and phrases, submitted without attribution to other sources, must be the 

creative product of the student.  Thus, all text passages taken from the works of other authors must 
be properly cited.  The same applies to paraphrased text, opinions, data, examples, illustrations, and 
all other creative work.  Violations of this standard constitute plagiarism. 

 
• All experimental data, observations, interviews, statistical surveys, and other information collected 

and reported as part of academic work must be authentic. Any alteration, (e.g., the removal of 
statistical outliers), must be clearly documented.  Violations of this standard constitute fabrication. 
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• Students may only collaborate within the limits prescribed by their instructors. Students may not 
complete any portion of an assignment, report, project, experiment, or exam for another student. 
Students may not provide information about an exam (or portions of an exam) to another student 
without the authorization of the instructor.  Violations of this standard constitute collusion. 

 
• Students must adhere to the guidelines provided by their instructors for completing coursework.  For 

example, students must only use materials approved by their instructor when completing an 
assignment or exam.  Students may not present the same (or substantially the same) work for more 
than one course without obtaining approval from the instructor of each course. Violations of this 
standard constitute cheating. 

 
Reason for the Policy 
The University aims to provide an environment that encourages all students (undergraduate, medical, 
graduate, and continuing education) to learn, create, and share knowledge in a responsible manner. 
Standards of academic integrity are necessary for evaluating the quality of student work in a fair 
manner. 
 
Definitions 

¶ Academic dishonesty: failure to abide by the four standards of academic integrity stated in this 
Code. 

¶ University Integrity Council: a group of faculty and students who serve the University as 
adjudicators of violations of academic integrity. 

¶ XF: The grade of ―XF‖ will be defined as ―Failure resulting from academic dishonesty‖ on each 
student’s transcript. The grade of XF is equivalent to the grade of ―F‖ in the determination of 
grade-point averages and academic standing. 

 
For additional information visit: www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf. 

 

 UNIVERSITY DIVERSITY REQUIREMENT  
 
All incoming students are required to fulfill the 6-credit diversity requirement. This can be fulfilled by 
taking at least one course in Race Relations and Ethnicity in the U.S. from an approved list of courses, 
as well as a second course in Non-European Cultures.   
 
An ethnically and racially diverse environment contributes to a vibrant and enriched intellectual life. In 
a globalized world in which many societies, including that of the U.S., are increasingly multi-ethnic, a 
critical component of student success will be the ability to understand different cultures and ethnicities 
and to be comfortable in cross-ethnic interactions. A daily component of student life should be one that 
includes interaction and communication across a multiplicity of ethnic, racial, and cultural spheres.   
 
The University of Vermont is committed to increasing diversity to address these goals.     

http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf
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96 hours of Arts and Sciences credits are required as part of the degree except where students elect an approved Minor 
offered by another school or college within UVM. In this case, 84 credits of Arts and Sciences are required.    

§ 

30 out of the last 45 credits toward your degree must be completed at UVM.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Major 
Requirements 
 

Minor 
Requirements 
 

General and 
Distribution 

Requirements 
 

Elective 
Credits 

 

B.A: 30-45 credits  
B.S: 40-50 credits 
Anthropology, Art 
History, Studio Art, 

Asian Studies, 
Biochemistry, 

Biological Sciences, 
Biology, Canadian 

Studies, Chemistry, 
Chinese, Classical 

Civilization, 
Communication 

Sciences, Computer 
Science, Economics, 

English, Environmental 
Sciences, 

Environmental Studies,  
European Studies, Film 
and Television Studies, 

French, Geography, 
Geology, German, 

Global Studies, Greek, 
History, Individually 
Designed, Japanese, 
Italian Studies, Latin,  

Latin American 
Studies, Mathematics, 

Music, Philosophy, 
Physics, Plant Biology, 

Political Science, 
Psychology, Religion, 

Russian, Russian/ East 
European Studies, 
Sociology, Spanish, 

Theatre, Women’s and 
Gender Studies, 

Zoology 
  

 

 

 

 

 

B.A: 15-20 Credits  
B.S: Not Required  

 
Choose from the  
fields offered for 
Majors as well as 

the following: 
 

ALANA U.S. Ethnic 
Studies (African, 

Latino, Asian, Native 

American), African 
Studies, 

Geospatial 
Technologies,   
Gerontology, 

Holocaust Studies, 
Italian, Middle 

Eastern Studies, 
Linguistics, Sexuality 
and Gender Studies, 
Speech, Statistics, 
Vermont Studies,    

and over 
20 approved minors 
outside the college 

of 
Arts and Sciences 

 

 
 

B.A. and B.S. 
Complete: 

 
Race Relations and 
Ethnicity in the U.S.  

 
and 

 
Non-European  

Cultures 
 

 
B.A: Complete all 7 

Categories: 
Fine Arts 

Foreign Language 
Humanities 

Natural Sciences 
Literature 

Mathematical Sciences 
Social Sciences 

  
B.S: complete 6 

courses from at least  
2 of the following 

areas:  
Fine Arts 

Foreign Language 
Humanities 
Literature 

Social Sciences 
 

Typically 
 27-45  
credits 

 

 

 
 

 

 120 CREDITS 
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C   O   L   L   E   G   E        O   F       A   R   T   S        A   N   D         S   C   I   E    N    C    E    S 

 
2009-2010 Degree Distribution Requirements 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Students must complete the following courses that comprise the college requirements for the Bachelor of Arts Degree. 

 
¶ Courses applied toward satisfaction of these requirements may not be taken on a pass/no pass basis.  

¶ Each semester special topics courses (95, 96, 195, 196, 295, 296), as well as courses that are cross-listed with 

those below, are offered which may meet general and distribution requirements.  Check with the Dean’s Office if 

you have a question about a specific course.   

 
General Requirements must be completed by all students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts degree.  One course CANNOT be 
used to satisfy both 1 and 2.  However, courses used to fulfill General Requirements can be applied towards Distribution 

Requirements. Completing both 1 and 2 may satisfy the University Diversity Requirement. The courses listed in bold 

below indicate introductory courses most commonly offered.  

 

1. Race Relations and Ethnicity in the U.S. 
One course from the list below: Course #_________ 

2. Non-European Cultures 
One course from the list below: Course #________ 

 
ALANA    All courses 
ANTH      64, 160, 164, 169, 187 
ARTS    295 ―Cultural Transformations,‖ 

―Working with Culturally Diverse Sources‖ 
EC    153 
ENGS    57, 111, 159, 160, 176, 177 
GEOG    60 
HST    68, 187, 188, 189 
MU           5, 105 
POLS    29, 129 
PSYC        269 
REL    24, 25, 80, 102, 128, 151 
SOC         19, 118, 119 (cross-listed with ANTH 187), 219 
SPAN       264 
WLIT       16, 116 
VS            64 

ANTH   21, 23, 24, 28, 64, 130, 152, 155, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164,   
            165, 166,167, 172, 179, 180, 184 
ARTH 8, 146, 185, 187, 188, 192, 285 
CLAS     145 
DNCE    5 
EC         40 
ENGS 61, 179, 182 
FREN 289 
GEOG 50, 150, 154, 156, 173 
HST 9, 10, 35, 36, 40, 41, 45, 46, 55, 62, 63, 140, 141, 142, 

146, 149, 150, 151, 152, 240, 241, 250, 252 
MU 7, 107  
PHIL 3, 121, 122, 221 
POLS 157, 168, 174, 175, 176, 177, 266 
REL 20, 21, 130, 131, 132, 141, 145, 163, 230, 234 
SOC 171, 213, 218, 272 
WGST   116 
WLIT    109, 110, 145 
VS 64 

 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

All students must complete two hours of physical education activities. 
Course:________________ Course:____________________ 

 
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 
¶ No more than two courses from the same department may be used to satisfy the distribution requirements. 

¶ No single course may satisfy more than one category, except than a foreign language course, which fulfills the literature 
category and can also fulfill the category of foreign language.  

¶ Courses that satisfy major and minor requirements may also be used to fulfill distribution requirements. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
¶ Students at UVM are responsible for knowing and complying with all requirements for their respective degrees as stated in the 

University Catalogue and on this distribution sheet. 
¶ Not all courses listed are offered every semester, or every year, so please plan accordingly.  
¶ The College of Arts and Sciences reserves the right to make changes in the course offerings, degree requirements, regulations 

and procedures as educational and financial considerations require, subject to and consistent with established procedures and 
authorizations for making such changes. 
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Fine Arts   Foreign Language   Humanities   Natural Sciences   Literature   Mathematical Sciences   Social Sciences  

 
Completion of all seven distribution categories is required. 

 
1. Fine Arts  One course from one department below: Course ________________ 

Art History, Dance (DNCE), Film and Television Studies, Studio Art, Music, Theatre (not Speech) 
Music Performance courses (one and two credit hours each) may only be used to satisfy the Fine Arts requirement if their cumulative 
credit hours total or are greater than three.   
 

2. Foreign Language Course: _____________ Course: _____________ 

Two courses in the same foreign language * at the appropriate level, as determined by the offering department.**  A student who has 
achieved a score of 4 or better on an appropriate Advanced Placement  (AP) Test and receives AP credit for two semesters of language 
has satisfied this requirement. 
* The following courses are NOT approved for this category:  CHIN 20, 95, 96; FREN 95, 96; ITAL 95, 96;  JAPN 10, 95, 96, 121, 122, 
221, 222; SPAN 10, 95, 96. CMSI 01 (ASL I), CMSI 02 (ASL II), CMSI 51 (ASL III) and CMSI 52 (ASL IV) and all other 
courses in French, Spanish, Italian, German, Russian, Hebrew, Chinese, Japanese, Greek, and Latin are approved for 
this category.  
** Students with previous high school coursework in French, German, or Spanish must take an online placement exam in order to 
register for courses used to satisfy this requirement in one of these languages.  See department websites for access to online 
placement exams. 

 

3. Humanities Two courses from departments listed below: Course: ____________ Course: _____________ 

All Art History, History, and Religion courses 
ALANA    55, 159  
CLAS   21, 22, 23, 24, 35, 121, 122, 149, 154, 157, 158, 221, 222 
GREEK    203, 205 
HS   139, 180, 190, 191, 226, 227 
LATIN   255 
PHIL       All courses except 13 
POLS   41, 141, 142, 143, 144, 146, 147 241, 242, 243, 244, 249 

 

4. Natural Sciences Two courses from departments listed below, one course must include a laboratory: 

Course: ______________ Course :_______________(with Lab) 
 

Astronomy, Biology (including BCOR), Plant Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Physics; Geography 40, 140, 143, MMG 65 
 

5. Literature One course from one department listed below: Course ______________ 
CLAS   37, 42, 153, 155, 156 
ENGS     All courses EXCEPT: 1, 4, 5 (Writing courses only), 50, 53, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 114, 117, 118, 119, 120 
FREN    All courses numbered 111 or above EXCEPT: courses numbered 200-219 or 290-294 
GERM   All courses numbered above 100 EXCEPT: 103, 104, 121, 122, 201, 202, 213 
GREEK    All courses numbered above 200 
HS   17 and 117 
ITAL   All courses numbered above 100  
LATIN   All courses above 100 EXCEPT: 211, 212, 255 
RUSS   All courses numbered above 100 EXCEPT: 101, 121, 122, 141, 142, 161, 221, 222,        
   251, 271 
SPAN   All courses numbered 140 or above EXCEPT: courses numbered 200-219 or 290-294 or 299. 
WLIT   All courses 
 

6.Mathematical Sciences   One Mathematics course #17 OR above OR Statistics 51 or above or Computer Science 11  

         or above or  Philosophy 13 :Course ___________________ 

 

7. Social Sciences Two courses from departments listed below: Course: __________ Course :_____________ 

All Anthropology, Economics, Psychology, and Sociology courses 
CMSI 20, 80, 90, 94, 162 
GEOG   All courses EXCEPT: 40, 140, 143 
GRS    91, 91 
POLS All courses EXCEPT: 41, 141, 142, 143, 144, 146, 147, 241, 242, 243, 244, 249 
VS 52 
WGST 73 
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C   O   L   L   E   G   E        O   F       A   R   T   S        A   N   D         S   C   I   E    N    C    E    S 

 
2009-2010 Degree Distribution Requirements 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
 

Students must complete the following courses which comprise the college requirements for  
the Bachelor of Science Degree.   

 

¶ Courses applied toward satisfaction of these requirements may not be taken on a pass/no pass basis.  

¶ Each semester special topics courses (95, 96, 195, 196, 295, 296), as well as courses that are cross-listed with 

those below, are offered which may meet general and distribution requirements.  Check with the Dean’s Office if 

you have a question about a specific course.   
 

General Requirements must be completed by all students pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree.  One course 
CANNOT be used to satisfy both 1 and 2.  However, courses used to fulfill General Requirements can be applied towards 
Distribution Requirements. Completing both 1 and 2 may satisfy the University Diversity Requirement. The courses in 

bold listed below indicate introductory courses most commonly offered. 
 

 

1. Race Relations and Ethnicity in the U.S. 

One course from the list below: Course #_____ 

2. Non-European Cultures 
One course from the list below: Course #________ 

 
ALANA    All courses 
ANTH      64, 160, 164, 169, 187 
ARTS    295 ―Cultural Transformations,‖ 

―Working with Culturally Diverse Sources‖ 
EC    153 
ENGS    57, 111, 159, 160, 176, 177 
GEOG    60 
HST    68, 187, 188, 189 
MU           5, 105 
POLS    29, 129 
PSYC       269 
REL   24, 25, 80, 102, 128, 151 
SOC         19, 118, 119 (cross-listed with ANTH 187), 219 
SPAN      264 
WLIT      16, 116 
VS           64 

 
ANTH    21,23, 24, 28, 64, 130, 152, 155, 160, 161, 162, 163, 

164, 165, 166, 167, 172, 179, 180, 184 
ARTH 8, 146, 185, 187, 188, 192, 285 
CLAS     145 
DNCE    5 
EC         40 
ENGS 61, 179, 182 
FREN 289 
GEOG 50, 150, 154, 156, 173 

HST 9, 10, 35, 36, 40, 41, 45, 46, 55, 62, 63, 140, 141, 142, 
146, 149, 150, 151, 152, 240, 241, 250, 252 

MU 7, 107  
PHIL 3, 121, 122, 221 
POLS 157, 168, 174, 175, 176, 177, 266 
REL 20, 21, 130, 131, 132, 141, 145, 163, 230, 234 
SOC 171, 213, 218, 272 
WGST   116 
WLIT    109, 110, 145 
VS 64 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 
All students must complete two hours of physical education activities. 

 
Course:________________ Course:____________________ 

 
DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

 
¶ Students at UVM are responsible for knowing and complying with all requirements for their respective degrees as stated in the 

University Catalogue and on this distribution sheet. 
 
¶ The College of Arts and Sciences reserves the right to make changes in the course offerings, degree requirements, regulations 

and procedures as educational and financial considerations require, subject to and consistent with established procedures and 
authorizations for making such changes. 
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Fine Arts   Foreign Language   Humanities   Literature   Social Sciences   

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 

DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Complete SIX courses selected from at least two of the following five areas: 
 

Course:________________________  Course:___________________________ 

 

Course:________________________  Course:___________________________ 
 

Course:________________________  Course:___________________________ 
 

1. Fine Arts  All Art History, Dance, Film and Television Studies, Studio Art, Music, Theatre (not Speech), and 
Music performance courses (one and two credit hours each) may only be used to satisfy the Fine 

Arts requirement if their cumulative credit hours total or are greater than three.  

 
2. Foreign Language   One course or more at any level 

 
 
3. Humanities   All Art History, History, and Religion courses 

 
ALANA    55, 159 
CLAS   21, 22, 23, 24, 35, 121, 122, 149, 154, 157, 158, 221, 222 
GREEK    203, 205 
HS   139, 180, 190, 191, 226, 227 
LATIN   255 
PHIL       All courses except 13 
POLS   41, 141, 142, 143, 144, 146, 147, 241, 242, 243, 244, 249 
 

4. Literature             ENGS     All courses EXCEPT: 1, 4, 5 (Writing courses only), 50, 53, 101, 102, 103         

             104,105,107,114,117,118,119,120 
CLAS     37, 42, 153, 155, 156 
FREN     All courses numbered 111 or above EXCEPT: courses numbered 200-219 or 290-294 
GERM    All courses numbered above 100 EXCEPT: 103, 104, 121, 122, 201, 202, 213 
GREEK   All courses numbered above 200 
HS         17,117 
ITAL      All course number above 100 
LATIN   All courses above 100 EXCEPT: 211, 212, 255 
RUSS All courses numbered above 100 EXCEPT: 101, 121, 122, 141, 142, 161, 221, 222,   

                 251, 271 
SPAN All courses numbered 140 or above EXCEPT courses numbered 200-219 or 290-294 or   

299 
WLIT     All courses 
 

5. Social Sciences All Anthropology, Economics, Psychology, and Sociology courses (Please note: Psychology 
majors may not use Psychology courses to fulfill this requirement). 

 
CMSI  20, 80, 90, 94, 162 
GEOG     All courses EXCEPT: 40, 140, 143 
GRS     91, 91 
POLS  All courses EXCEPT: 41, 141, 142, 143, 144, 146, 147, 241, 242, 243, 244, 249 
VS  52 
WGST  73
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UVM ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM OF THE COLLEGE BOARD 
2009 AP Course Comparability Guide 

 

Exam Score UVM Course Equivalent(s) Credits 

Art 

History 
  

4, 5 
  

ARTH 005 (Western Art: Ancient-Medieval)  
ARTH 006 (Western Art: Renaissance-Modern)  

3.00 
3.00 

Studio: Drawing 4, 5  ARTS 001 (Drawing)  3.00 

Studio: 2-D Design 4, 5 ARTS 002 (Two-Dimensional Studies)  3.00 

Studio: 3-D Design  4, 5 ARTS 003 (1-99 Level Studio Art)  3.00 

Biology 4 BIOL 0LX (1-99 Level Biology With Lab)  4.00 

  5 BIOL 0LX (1-99 Level Biology With Lab)  8.00 

Calculus 

AB 4, 5 MATH 021 (Calculus I)  4.00 

BC 2 MATH 021 (Calculus I)  4.00 

BC  
  

3, 4, 5  
  

MATH 021 (Calculus I)  
MATH 022 (Calculus II)  

4.00 
4.00 

Chemistry 4 CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry I)  4.00 

  
  

5 CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry I)  
CHEM 032 (Introductory Chemistry II)  

4.00 
4.00 

Chinese Language 
And Culture 

3 CHIN 051 (Intermediate Chinese I) 4.00 

 4, 5 CHIN 051 (Intermediate Chinese I) 
CHIN 052 (Intermediate Chinese II) 

4.00 
4.00 

Computer Science 

A 4, 5 CS 021 (Computer Programming I)  4.00 

AB 3 CS 021 (Computer Programming I)  4.00 

AB 4, 5 
 

CS 021 (Computer Programming I)  
CS 026 (Computer Programming II)  

4.00 
3.00 

Economics 

Macro 4, 5 EC 011 (Principles of Macroeconomics)  3.00 

Micro 4, 5 EC 012 (Principles of Microeconomics)  3.00 

English 

Language/Comp 4, 5 ENGS 001 (Written Expression)  3.00 

Lit/Comp 4, 5 ENGS 011 (Types of Literature)  3.00 

Environmental 
Science 

3, 4, 5 ENSC 001 (Introduction to Environmental Sciences) 3.00 

French  

Language 3 FREN 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  

3.00 

  
  

4, 5  
  

FREN 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  

3.00 
3.00 
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FREN 052 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
II)  

Literature 3, 4 FREN 0XX (1-99 Level French) 3.00 

  5  FREN 1XX (100 Level French) 3.00 

Geography, Human  4, 5 GEOG 070 (Space, Place and Society) 3.00 

German Language 3 GERM 051 (Intermediate German I)  3.00 

  
  

4, 5  
  

GERM 051 (Intermediate German I)  
GERM 052 (Intermediate German II)  

3.00 
3.00 

Government and Politics 

American 3, 4, 5 POLS 021 (American Political Systems)  3.00 

Comparative 3, 4, 5 POLS 071 (Comparative Political Systems)  3.00 

History 

European 4, 5 HST 016 Modern Europe 3.00 

United States  
  

4, 5 
  

HST 011 (History of US to 1876)  
HST 012 (History of US, 1876-Present)  

3.00 
3.00 

World 
  

4, 5 
  

HST 009 (Global History to 1500)  
HST 010 (Global History Since 1500)  

3.00 
3.00 

Italian  3 ITAL 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  

3.00 

  
  

4, 5 
  

ITAL 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  
ITAL 052 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
II)  

3.00 
3.00 

Japanese 
Language 
And Culture 

3 JAPN 051 (Intermediate Japanese I) 4.00 

 4, 5 JAPN 051 (Intermediate Japanese I) 
JAPN 052 (Intermediate Japanese II) 

4.00 
4.00 

Latin       

Vergil 3 LAT 0XX (1-99 Level Latin)  3.00 

  4 LAT 052 (Intermediate Latin II)  3.00 

  
  

5 
  

LAT 051 (Intermediate Latin I)  
LAT 052 (Intermediate Latin II)  

3.00 
3.00 

Literature 3 LAT 0XX (1-99 Level Latin)  3.00 

  4 LAT 1XX (100 Level Latin)  3.00 

  
  

5 
  

LAT 052 (Intermediate Latin II)  
LAT 1XX (100 Level Latin) 

3.00 
3.00 

Music Theory 4, 5 MU 009 (Music Theory Fundamentals)  3.00 

Physics 

B 
  

3, 4, 5 
  

PHYS 011 (Elementary Physics I)  
PHYS 012 (Elementary Physics II)  

4.00 
4.00 

C Mechanics 3, 4, 5 PHYS 011 (Elementary Physics I)  4.00 
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  4,5  
W/MATH 
021  

PHYS 031 (Physics for Engineers I) 
Or   
PHYS 051 (Fundamentals of Physics I) 

4.00 
 
4.00 

C 
Electricity/Magnetism 

3, 4, 5 PHYS 012 (Elementary Physics II)  4.00 

  4,5 
W/MATH 
022  

PHYS 125 (Physics for Engineers II) 
Or  
PHYS 152 (Fundamentals of Physics II) 

3.00 
 
4.00 

Psychology 4, 5 PSYC 001 (General Psychology) 3.00 

Spanish 

Language 3 SPAN 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  

3.00 

  
  

4, 5  
  

SPAN 051 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
I)  
SPAN 052 (Intermediate Reading and Conversation 
II)  

3.00 
3.00 

Literature 3, 4 SPAN 0XX (1-99 Level Spanish)  3.00 

  5  SPAN 1XX (100 Level Spanish) 3.00 

Statistics 3 STAT 051 (Probability With Statistics) 3.00 

  4, 5  STAT 111 (Elements of Statistics)  3.00 

 

 

 

HOW TO READ THE SCHEDULE OF COURSES NEWSPAPER 
 
 

1. Department abbreviation:  All departments have them.  If unsure which department an abbreviation refers to,  
      consult the on-line catalogue or turn to page 7 in this booklet. 

2. Course number:  001-099 is introductory level; 100-199 is intermediate level; 200-299 is seminar level.  First-

year students should be enrolling in 001-099 courses. 
3. Title of course: The title can be abbreviated if too long. 

4. Computer number (CRN): VERY IMPORTANT!  This is the number required to register.  Use the wrong number 
and it will be a different course. 

5. Section:  Differentiates multiple sections (i.e., A, B, C).  This will also clarify the class format: lecture, lab, studio, etc. 
6. Credits: Indicates how many credits the class is worth.  Most classes will be 3 credits; physical education is 

either 1 or .50 credit and lab courses are worth 4 credits usually. 

7. Start time and end time. 
8. Day(s) the class meets:  Thursday is represented by the letter R. 

9. Location of class. 
10. Instructor. 

11. Prerequisites:  Pay particular attention to prerequisites, which list any necessary background or courses that 

are required for the class.  Students should avoid enrolling in a class that they are not ready to take yet. 
 

                  1           2              3                 4        5       6   7   8             9          10            11 
 
ENGS          005      TAP: Canada’s Cult Land          90346      D       3.0        04:05  07:05    W      L308 LAFAYE     Martin P             CAS first yr only 
                     
FREN          051      Intermed Rdg & Conv I            91562      A       3.0        11:45  12:35   MWF    400 WATERM    Laliberte M           FREN 2 or equiv                                                                      
 
GEOL          001      Earth System Science              92061      A       4.0       11:15  12:05    MWF     LH BLLNGS      Mehrtens C      Reg for lab A01-A12                                                        
                             Earth System Science              92076     A01     0.0       08:00  11:00      M       105 DELEHA     Mehrtens           Must enrl in Lec A  
                                                         
POLS          021      American Political System         93461      D       3.0       10:10  11:00     TR       105 Votey        Nelson G   
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TIME MANAGEMENT—NOW MORE THAN EVER 
 

 

The number one reason first-year students do poorly?  A lack of time management! 
 
 
FACT:  For every hour in class, students should plan on spending 2-3 hours outside of class studying or 
working on assigned coursework (reading, papers, problem sets, etc.). For some courses students will spend 
less time and for others, more time. Only with experience will a student be able to gauge in advance how 
much time will be needed for a particular course in a particular discipline. 
 
Taking a course with a lab? Expect to spend more time for the added credit awarded for the lab than one 
would for an extra lecture credit. Students will spend 2-4 hours a week in the lab, but be prepared to also 
invest an hour or more preparing for lab, and then a few more hours working up the data and writing the lab 
report after the lab period. 
 
In general, for an average (15-credit) semester, students will spend about 15 hours a week in class and then 
30-45 hours per week doing coursework outside of class. This means students should expect to spend 
(on average) 45-60 hours each week on their courses – more than a full-time job! 
 
PROCRASTINATION:  The most difficult part of a project is usually the anticipation of the work. Instead of 
delaying work on that Chemistry problem set, promise to give just 15 minutes to it to get the project going. 
 
The most effective way to learn material is through frequent exposure in short bursts (30-minute sessions).  
Avoid irregular, excessively-long study sessions; establish a regular study schedule that makes the best use of 
time. And be sure to have some fun once the work is done! 
 
Don’t like to study alone? Study with a classmate or setup a study group. Teaching someone else is a great 
way to learn material and build confidence. Students should make sure, however, that they are able to show 
what they know when working on an exam. 
 
Confused? Overwhelmed? Need help with time management? Stop by the Learning Co-Op; they have tutors 
and can provide assistance. 
 
Once a student knows how to manage their time, they will do better in their coursework and use their time 
more efficiently. Then there will be more time to relax or volunteer or be involved in UVM and community 
activities that will enrich the college experience. 
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PUTTING TOGETHER A SCHEDULE 
 

Step What to do Resources 
1 Pick out 5 TAP Classes (First-year students only) Á TAP Booklet 

2 

Select several other courses that satisfy the 
General and Distribution Requirements 
(including an alternate for each).  Go to the 
Online Catalogue and the Schedule of Courses to 
pick out courses of interest.  Most Arts and 
Sciences courses will fulfill one of these 
requirements.  

Á Degree Distribution 
Requirements 2009-2010 

Á Online Catalogue: 
www.uvm.edu/catalogue  

Á Schedule of Courses: 
www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/  

3 
Consider taking a course that is required for a 
declared major or an area of interest.    

Á Catalogue lists all requirements. 
Á Consultation with an Academic 

Advisor. 
Á Beginning on page 30 in this 

booklet. 

4 

Students interested in taking a Spanish, German 
or French course MUST take the Foreign 
Language /test. The Placement test is available 
at:  www.uvm.edu/~dos/orientation.  

Á For German, French, and 
Spanish consult with an 
academic advisor about test 
scores.   

Á For other languages, consult a 
faculty member from the 
appropriate department. 

5 

Students interested in taking mathematics 
should take a course in their first semester so as 
not to lose momentum from their high school 
experience.  Students requiring a calculus course 
should already have taken the Math Readiness 
Test.  The test is on the web at:  
www.uvm.edu/~dos/orientation. 

Á Consult a faculty member from 
the Math department. 

 

Keep the following questions and answers in mind when putting together a schedule: 
 

§ Does the choice of classes make academic sense?  That is, are these classes the best for a good 
start in a college career?  Following these guidelines and advice from faculty/staff at Orientation will help 
with this issue. 

 

§ Are there enough classes?  Students should aim to take 5 classes per semester.  Since most academic 
classes carry 3 credits, this means taking 15 credits.  Classes with labs and introductory foreign language 
courses are 4 credits each.  Physical Education classes are .50 or 1 credit each.  Because there is some 
flexibility, a student could have a solid schedule that adds up to a little more or less than 15 credits.   

 

§ Is the schedule feasible?  Ensure that the selected classes don’t conflict with one another; that there 
aren’t too many classes on a particular day; and that not too many classes are from the same discipline or 
disciplinary area.  Courses with labs mean that there is a lecture and a lab to schedule.  Use the 
Registration Worksheet and the Hour Plan Chart in this booklet to put together a schedule.   

 

§ Does the list of classes allow for flexibility if top choices are full?  Using the Registration 
Worksheet in this booklet, a first-year student should fill in their top five choices for a TAP course, then 
choose at least two options for their remaining four courses.  Transfer students should begin using Course 
#2 block. 

http://www.uvm.edu/catalogue
http://www.uvm.edu/~rgweb/
http://www.uvm.edu/~dos/orientation
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REGISTRATION WORKSHEET AND HOUR PLAN CHART 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Course # 

 
(example) 

 COURSE 
(ANTH 021) 

  CRN 
  (91701) 

SECTION 
     A 

DAY/TIME 
  2:30-3:45 TR 

CREDITS 
    3.00 

 
  #1 

 
TAP  
First 
choice 

     

 TAP 
Second 
choice  

     

 TAP 
Third 
choice 

     

 TAP 
Fourth 
choice 

     

 TAP 
Fifth  
choice 

     

  #2 Second 
course 

     

 Second 
course 
Back up 

     

  #3 Third  
course 

     

 Third 
course 
Back up  

     

 #4 Fourth 
Course 

     

 Fourth 
course 
Back up 

     

 
 #5 

Fifth 
Course 

     

 Fifth 
course 
Back up 
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HOUR PLAN CHART 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

8:30-9:20 8:30-9:45 8:30-9:20 8:30-9:45 8:30-9:20 

                                                                                                                                       
                                                     
                                                       
     

9:35-10:25  9:35-10:25  9:35-10:25 
                                                                                   

                           10:00-11:15                            10:00-11:15                            
                                                                                                                                       
                                                         

10:40-11:30                            10:40-11:30                            10:40-11:30 
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
                                                                                   

 11:30-12:45  11:30-12:45  

11:45-12:35                            11:45-12:35                            11:45-12:35 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                   
     

12:50-1:40  12:50-1:40  12:50-1:40 

                           1:00-2:15                            1:00-2:15                            
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                         

1:55-2:45  1:55-2:45  1:55-2:45 
                                                                                   
                                                                                   

                           2:30-3:45                            2:30-3:45                            
                                                         

3:00-3:50                            3:00-3:50                            3:00-3:50 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                   
                                                                                   
     

4:05-4:55 4:00-5:15 4:05-4:55 4:00-5:15 4:05-4:55 
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                       
     

5:10-6:00  5:10-6:00  5:10-6:00 
                                                                                   

                           5:30-6:45                            5:30-6:45                            
                                                                                                                                       
                                                         

6:15-7:05                            6:15-7:05                            6:15-7:05 

                           7:00-8:15                            7:00-8:15                            
                                                                                   
                                                                             

7:20-8:10  7:20-8:10  7:20-8:10 

 8:30-9:45  8:30-9:45  
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RECOMMENDED COURSES FOR EVERY MAJOR 
 
 

Undeclared Majors 
 

¶ First-year students ONLY--pick out five potential TAP classes, but enroll in only one OR 
consider a year-long program. 

¶ Select courses that satisfy the General and Distribution Requirements (including at least 
one alternate for each). 

¶ For foreign languages, start taking courses in the first semester.   

¶ For mathematics, a course in the first semester will continue the momentum from high 
school course work.   

¶ Consider taking a course that is required for a major in an area that may be of interest. 

 

Anthropology Majors 
 
Anthropology is the study of the origins and social relationships of both contemporary and 
ancient cultures. The curriculum of UVM's Department of Anthropology encompasses a four-
field approach that is rare among universities (most focus on only one or two areas of the 
discipline). UVM's disciplines include: 
 
¶ archaeology 
¶ cultural/social anthropology 
¶ sociolinguistics 

¶ biological/physical anthropology 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take any of the following introductory courses, all of which are required for the major OR take 
one Anthropology TAP course. 
 

¶ ANTH 021 (Human Cultures) 
¶ ANTH 024 (Prehistoric Archaeology) 
¶ ANTH 026 (Biological Anthropology) 
¶ ANTH 028 (Linguistic Anthropology) 

 

Art History or Studio Art Majors 
 
The Department of Art and Art History offers two majors in the College of Arts and Sciences: 
Art History and Studio Art. 
 
Art History majors are exposed to significant genres and movements in art while learning the 
theories, critical thinking, and methods of research that define the field. Professors are deeply 
dedicated teachers as well as scholars. 
 
Studio Art majors have the opportunity to work in media ranging from drawing, painting, 
sculpture and ceramics to graphic design, photography, film/video, and computer art. Every 
faculty artist in the department publishes and/or exhibits original work. Small classes and 



31 

 

accessibility to faculty hone studio art majors' skills, perception, and perspective. Guest artists 
and scholars, and the rich arts culture on campus and in the Burlington community, enrich 
opportunities for students. 

 

Recommended Courses:   
 
Take one of the following Art History courses 

¶ ARTH 005 (Western Art: Ancient–Medieval) 
¶ ARTH 006 (Western Art: Renaissance–Modern) 

 
Take one of the following Studio Art courses 
¶ ARTS 001 (Drawing) 
¶ ARTS 002 (Two Dimensional Studies) 
¶ ARTS 003 (Three Dimensional Studies) 

OR  

¶ Take a TAP course or apply to the Integrated Fine Arts Program (IFA) 

 

Asian Studies Majors 
 
Asian Studies, one of six areas of study in UVM's Global and Regional Studies Program (GRS), 
offers both a major and a minor in the study of Asian culture, history, and society. The 
interdisciplinary program comprises faculty members noted for their excellence in teaching and 
scholarship. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take one introductory (001-095) course in the history or culture of the particular area of 
interest (e.g., China, India, or Japan)  
 

¶ ANTH 028 (Linguistic Anthropology) 
¶ HST 035 (History of India to 1750) 
¶ HST 095 (China and Japan, Past and Present) 
¶ PHIL 003 (Intro Philosophy: East-West) 
¶ REL 021 (Intro: Asian Traditions) 

 
OR take a TAP course 
 

¶ HST 095 (TAP: Vietnam War Through Film/Lit) 
 
Consider language study in Chinese or Japanese at the appropriate level. 

 

Biochemistry Majors 

 
Biochemistry is at the crossroads of several scientific disciplines, and students learn from faculty 
in three departments in three colleges: Biochemistry (College of Medicine), Chemistry 
(College of Arts and Sciences) and Microbiology and Molecular Genetics (College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences).  First-time, first-year students wishing to major in 
Biochemistry should plan on enrolling in the following courses 1st semester: 
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CHEMISTRY 
Typically, students should enroll in CHEM 035 (General Chemistry), the 1st semester of a 2-
semester introductory sequence. In the second semester, students should take CHEM 036. 
Students may also enroll in CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry), which has a larger enrollment 
and a slower pace, though it covers the same material. CHEM 035 is preferable, CHEM 031 
acceptable; either one counts toward the Biochemistry degree. Note: Students can receive 
credit for either CHEM 031 or CHEM 035 but not both. 

 
MATH 
MATH 021 (Calculus I) and MATH 022 (Calculus II) are required for the major and we 
encourage students with appropriate pre-calculus math backgrounds to start the first semester 
with MATH 021. Those not prepared for MATH 021 should take the appropriate calculus 
preparation coursework in their first year (MATH 009 and/or MATH 010) and plan on taking 
MATH 021/022 afterwards. 
 
Note:  The MATH 019 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) and MATH 020 (Fundamentals of Calculus 
I) sequence is NOT acceptable.  Students taking MATH 019 will take MATH 023 (Transitional 
Calculus) to catch up in the second semester. 
 
BIOLOGY  
Students should enroll in BCOR 011 (Exploring Biology) first semester and continue into BCOR 
012 in the second semester. 
 

Number of Credits/Courses 
CHEM 035 (or CHEM 031), MATH 021 and BCOR 011 are all four-credit courses, two of which 
(CHEM and BCOR) have laboratory components. Students should be advised to only take ONE 
additional course (typically a TAP class), which will bring them up to 15 credits. 
 
AP Credit 
• Students receiving credit for one semester of Biology should skip BCOR 011 in the fall 
semester and take BCOR 012 in the spring; those receiving credit for two semesters should also 
skip BCOR 011 in the fall but are welcome to register for BCOR 101 (Genetics) in the spring. 
• There are varying levels of AP credit for MATH 019, 020, 021, and 022 depending on the type 
of exam and the score. Students receiving credit for MATH 021/022 can register for more 
advanced coursework if they desire. 
• In contrast, it is NOT recommended that students receiving AP credit in Chemistry start taking 
advanced Chemistry classes during their first year. These students are welcome to either take 
CHEM 035/036, which will repeat some (but not all) of the AP material, to omit Chemistry from 
their first-year schedules, or to instead register for CHEM 039/040 (Introduction to Research).  
 

Biology, Biological Science, Plant Biology, Zoology Majors 
 
The courses below are required for the following Arts and Sciences majors: 
 

Biology BA 
Biological Science BS 
Plant Biology BA 
Zoology BA and BS 
Environmental Sciences BS (Biology emphasis) 
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¶ BCOR 011 (Exploring Biology): REQUIRED, even if a student has AP credit for Biology.  
¶ CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry), except for Plant Biology BA (Ecology & Evolutionary 

Biology concentration) CHEM 131. 

¶ MATH 019 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) or MATH 021 (Calculus I): Level determined by 
math placement exam. 

¶ Non-science elective  
 
Note:  Undeclared majors who are interested in the life sciences or environmental sciences 
should declare (even temporarily) a Biology BA or Zoology BA to be permitted to enroll in the 
required BCOR 011 course.  This course is essential for all of the above majors, but does not 
lock students out of other majors if they change their plans later. 
IMPORTANT!  Students who have an interest in biology, but who have not yet declared a 
major, should follow the recommendations above. 
 

Canadian Studies Majors 
 

UVM established the first comprehensive Canadian Studies Program at an American university in 
1964. The program, one of six disciplines in the Global and Regional Studies Program, remains 
top-notch at providing students with a broad understanding of Canada's history, politics, 
economics and environmental science, and the cultural and historical heritage of Quebec.  
Students are often encouraged to combine an interest in Canada with a second major such as 
history, geography, international business, or political science to prepare for a wide variety of 
careers. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take one introductory course from the following: 
 

¶ ENGS 005 A (TAP: Canada’s Cultural Landscape) 
¶ GEOG 040 (Weather, Climate & Landscapes) 
¶ HST 065 (History of Canada) 
¶ HST 095 G (TAP:Due North: An Intro to Canada) 
AND            

¶ Study of the French language at the appropriate level 

 

Chemistry Majors 
 
Chemistry provides a solid foundation for pursuing a career in a wide variety of areas, including 
medicine, biotechnology, law, and business.  Majors planning on making chemistry a career 
should pursue a Bachelor of Science degree (American Chemical Society certified); the UVM 
program allows students to study chemistry within a broader study of liberal arts or other 
scientific disciplines.  Majors take a general course of study or a biomolecular or environmental 
concentration. 

 
CHEMISTRY 
Typically, students should enroll in CHEM 035 (General Chemistry), the 1st semester of a 2-
semester introductory sequence.  In the second semester students would take CHEM 036. 
However, it is also possible for students to take CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry), the 1st 
semester of a 2-semester introductory sequence for people interested in majoring in a natural 
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science. (It is possible to start with CHEM 031 and then move to CHEM 036, 2nd semester.) 
CHEM 035 is preferable, CHEM 031 acceptable. 
 
Students receiving a 4 or 5 on the AP Chemistry exam can receive credit for CHEM 031 and 
032. They can then take CHEM 035 (and then CHEM 036) and/or take CHEM 039, a 2-credit 
Intro to Research class, which places students in two research groups for the semester. We do 
NOT recommend that students receiving AP credit start taking sophomore-level Chemistry 
classes (e.g., Organic Chemistry, CHEM 141 or 143). Note also: if a student receives AP credit 
for intro CHEM, they cannot also receive CHEM 035/036 credit towards their degree. 

 
MATH 
MATH 021 (Calculus I) and MATH 022 (Calculus II) are required for the major and we 
encourage students with appropriate pre-calculus math backgrounds to start first semester with 
MATH 021. If they are not prepared for MATH 021, they should take the appropriate calculus 
preparation coursework (MATH 009 and/or MATH 010) prior to taking MATH 021. 
 
Note: The MATH 019 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) and MATH 020 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) 
sequence is NOT acceptable.  Students starting on this track usually end up taking at least one 
more semester of calculus than they would had they taken MATH 021 initially. 

 
Number of Credits or Courses: CHEM 035 (or CHEM 031), MATH 021 and BCOR 011 are 

each 4-credit courses, two of which (CHEM and BCOR) have laboratory components. Students 
should be advised to only take ONE additional course, which will bring them up to 15 credits. 

 

Chinese and Japanese Majors 
 
The newly created department of Asian Languages and Literatures strives to provide the best 
possible instruction in the languages and literatures of Asian countries and to increase the 
understanding of, and ability to function in, a world in which Asia is increasingly relevant to 
Western lives.  The Chinese and Japanese language, literature, and culture classes will provide 
students with the means to read, write, speak, and comprehend aurally the languages of Asia, 
and give students knowledge and appreciation of the rich literary heritage of Asian civilizations. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
CHINESE: 
 

¶ CHIN 001  
 
Note:  Students who have taken Chinese in high school should consult the Asian Languages 
and Literatures Department to receive recommendations for which course they should take. 

 
And one of the following: 

¶ ANTH 028 (Linguistic Anthropology) 
¶ HST 035 (History of India to 1750) 
¶ HST 095 (China and Japan, Past and Present) 
¶ PHIL 003 (Intro Philosophy: East-West) 
¶ REL 021 (Intro: Asian Traditions) 
 

JAPANESE: 
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¶ JAPN 001  
 

Note: Students who have taken Japanese in high school should consult the Asian Languages 
and Literatures Department to receive recommendations for which course they should take. 

 
And one of the following: 

¶ ANTH 028 (Linguistic Anthropology) 
¶ HST 035 (History of India to 1750) 
¶ HST 095 (China and Japan, Past and Present) 
¶ PHIL 003 (Intro Philosophy: East-West) 

 

Classical Civilization, Greek, or Latin Majors 
 
Classics—the study of Greek and Roman civilization in the broadest sense—is the original and 
quintessential liberal arts degree. It is inherently multidisciplinary and provides access to a 
cultural continuum spanning over three millennia up to and including the present day. Classics 
students at UVM can study Greek and Roman culture in the original languages and/or take an 
array of English-language courses that cover a wide area: mythology, epic and lyric poetry, 
drama, satire, art and architecture, ancient history, political theory, and philosophy. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
CLASSICS: 
All courses in Classics, Latin, Greek, Ancient History, and Ancient Art are applicable to Classics 
majors. 

¶ Any introductory Classics course -  CLAS  021, 022, 023, 024, 035, 037 
 OR 

¶ Any Classics TAP course 
 

LATIN: 
¶ LAT 001 (Elementary) 

 

GREEK: 
¶ GRK 001 (Elementary) 

 
Note:  Students who have taken Latin or Greek in high school should consult the Classics 
Department to receive recommendations for which course they should take. 

 

Communication Sciences Majors 
 
To pursue a career in speech-language pathology or audiology, a student first needs to 
understand the form and structure of language. Communication Sciences majors at UVM not 
only learn the basics of human communication and disorders, they also apply their knowledge 
in a campus-based professional clinic, and pursue independent study and faculty-mentored 
research. 
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Recommended Courses: 
 
Take an introductory course required for the major: 
 

¶ CMSI 080 (Introduction to Linguistics) 
¶ CMSI 094 (Development of Spoken Language) 
 

Take one of the ancillary courses required for the major: 
 

¶ PSYC 001 (General Psychology)  
OR 

¶ PSYC 161 (Developmental Psychology: Childhood) ONLY if you have completed the PSYC 
001 pre-requisite 

 
¶ Statistics 111 (Elements of Statistics) 

OR  

¶ One physical science course with lab from Physics, Chemistry, Geology, or Astronomy 

 

Computer Science Majors 
 
Computer Science is a constantly growing subject area, with universal economic impact. UVM's 
Computer Science Department teaches the fundamentals of computation and enables graduates 
to guide the applications of computers for the benefit of communities, businesses and society. 

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ CS 021 (Computer Programming I) 

¶ MATH 019 (Calculus I) 

 

Economics Majors 

 
The study of economics at UVM allows students to understand a broad array of economic issues 
and develop the expertise to evaluate economic arguments critically.  Faculty members at the 
frontier of their discipline teach courses in areas in which they are actively engaged in research.  
Consequently, students may learn about the role of the environment in economics development 
from a consultant to the Dominican Republic; gender-based differences in bargaining behavior 
from a leading experimental economist; and the Vermont economy from a former Vermont 
state economist. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ EC 011 (Principles of Macroeconomics) 
¶ EC 012 (Principles of Microeconomics): Should be taken in the spring 

OR 

¶ One Economics TAP course 
 
Note:  After completion of ECON 012, continue on with a 100-level or theory course. 
Note:  Students are urged to take MATH 019 (Calculus I) early in the program. 
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English Majors 
 
English is one of the UVM's most popular majors, and for good reason: the curriculum embraces 
a global canon of literary and cultural studies. The department shines in a number of ways: 
¶ small class sizes 

¶ access to visiting writers, speakers, scholars  
¶ a strong focus on creative writing and composition 
¶ African-American, post-colonial and women's writing offerings 
¶ a diverse and distinguished community of faculty scholars and artists 

 

Recommended Courses:  
 
¶ Any English course numbered 005-095 

Note:  Except for ENGS 050, 053, and 086, which require sophomore standing.   

 
Prospective English majors – should plan to take ENGS 085 in the spring; it is not required, but 
is strongly recommended for second-semester, first-year English majors.   
 
Students seeking to fill a literature requirement 
 

¶ Take the first half of one of the period/nation survey courses: 
Á ENGS 021 (British Literature): from the beginnings to the 18th century, including 

Chaucer, Shakespeare and Milton 
Á ENGS 023 (American Literature): from the Colonial period to the end of the 19th 

century, including Hawthorne, Melville, and Twain 
Á ENGS 025 (World Literature):  beginning with the Ancient Greeks  

Note:  Each of these surveys will be continued in the spring. 
 
Alternatively, students can take any introductory course in genre 
 

¶ ENGS 011 (Types of Literature):  includes poetry, fiction, and drama 
¶ ENGS 013 (Introduction to Fiction):  concentrates on a single genre 
¶ ENGS 040 (Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature) 
¶ ENGS 042 (Women in Literature) 
¶ ENGS 057 (Race and Ethnicity in U.S. Literature and Culture) 
¶ ENGS 095 A-D (See Schedule of Courses for specific titles) 

OR  

¶ One English TAP course 
 

Environmental Sciences Majors 
  
The interdisciplinary Environmental Sciences major combines a science-based core curriculum 
with hands-on experience needed to identify, analyze, and solve environmental problems 
arising from human disturbance. 

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ ENSC 001 (Introduction to Environmental Sciences) 
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Chemistry 
Students should enroll in CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry) first semester and plan on 
continuing with CHEM 032 in the spring semester. Alternately, if they have a good Chemistry 
background and are seriously considering continuing on in Environmental Chemistry, they  
should enroll in CHEM 035 (General Chemistry) first semester (followed by CHEM 036 or CHEM 
032 in the spring). 

 
Mathematics 
MATH 019 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) and MATH 020 (Fundamentals of Calculus II) (or MATH 
021, Calculus I; and MATH 022, Calculus II) are required for the major. If students are not 
prepared for MATH 019 (or 021), they should take the appropriate calculus preparation 
coursework (MATH 009, College Algebra; and/or MATH 010, Pre-Calculus Mathematics) prior to 
taking MATH 019 (or 021). 
 
Note: While the MATH 019/020 sequence is sufficient for ENSC (B.S.), BIOL (B.A. and B.S.) 
and GEOL (B.A.) majors, the MATH 021/022 sequence is required for the CHEM (B.A. and B.S.), 
GEOL (B.S.), and PHYS (B.A. and B.S.) majors, so MATH 021 should be taken if there is any 
possibility that the student may be interested in CHEM, GEOL (B.S.) or PHYS majors. 

 
Other Science:  Students should enroll in BCOR 011 (Exploring Biology) first semester if they 

are interested in pursuing the biological side of the environmental sciences (and they have 
room in their schedules), otherwise the BCOR 011/012 sequence can be taken in the 
sophomore year. 
 
Number of Credits or Courses: CHEM 031 and MATH 021 are each 4-credit courses and 

CHEM 031 has a laboratory component. MATH 019 and ENSC 001 are 3-credit courses. Beyond 
ENSC 001, CHEM 031 and MATH 019 (10 credits total), students should be advised to take a 
maximum of TWO additional courses, which will bring them up to 16 credits. If they are 
enrolling in MATH 021, they should only enroll in a SINGLE additional course (which would bring 
them up to 14 credits). If BCOR 011 is their 4th course, they should not enroll in a 5th course, 
as they will be at 14 credits. This is fine for a first semester for most students – it is better to 
get off to a solid start in these courses than to take a 5th course this semester (which would 
bring them to 17 or 18 credits). 
 
 

Environmental Studies Majors 
  
The University's environmental program, known nationally for its interdisciplinary approach, 
engages student in local and international internships; immerses them in course work, 
sometimes in far-flung reaches of the world; and intimately exposes them to faculty in such 
varied pursuits as environmental law and policy, restoration ecology, and ecofeminism. 
Vermont's landscape, accessibility, government and non-profit organizations give students 
unrivaled chances to engage in research and then develop and promote policy initiatives. 

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ ENVS 001 (Introduction to Environmental Studies) 

 
Note:  ENVS 002 should be taken in the spring. Otherwise, choose courses from other 
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departments that will help discern academic interests as they relate to environmental issues.  
Such courses may include ones from the following departments: Geology, Geography, 
Economics, History, Sociology, Psychology, Biology, Political Science, and Religion. 

 

European Studies Majors 
 
UVM's European Studies Program, one of six disciplines in the Global and Regional Studies 
Program (GRS), allows students to explore Europe's history, culture, and languages through an 
interdisciplinary program of study designed around a student’s own particular interests in a 
region, time period, or theme. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Consider taking one of these introductory courses, which can satisfy distribution requirements 
while also providing a sense of the breadth and depth of courses available in the European 
Studies program: 
 

¶ ART 005 (Western Art:  Ancient to Medieval) 
¶ ART 006 (Western Art:  Renaissance to Modern)  
¶ CLAS 022 (Etymology) 
¶ CLAS 023/HST 022 (Classical Roman Civilization) 
¶ CLAS 024 (Myths/Legends of the Trojan War) 

¶ ENGS 021 (British Literature) 
¶ ENGS 095 (Intro to Old English) 
¶ HST 015 (Early Europe) 
¶ HST 016 (Modern Europe) 
¶ HST 095  (20th Century Europe) 
¶ MU 001 (Intro to Classical Music) 
¶ WLIT 017 (Nature and Politics of Proverbs) 

 
OR Select a TAP course (first-year seminar) on a European topic: 
 

¶ CLAS 015 (TAP: From Letters to Literature) 
¶ CLAS 95 A (TAP: Ancient Egypt Thru the Ages) 
¶ CLAS 95 B (TAP: Emperor and Slave) 
¶ CLAS 95 C (TAP: The Ides of March) 
¶ WLIT 018  (TAP: Witches, Goblins and Ghosts) 

¶ WLIT 095 (TAP: Span Civil War Lit/Film)      
AND 
¶ Study a Classical or Modern European language (French, German, Greek, Italian, Latin, 

Portuguese, or Spanish) at the appropriate level. 
 

Film and Television Studies Majors 
 
The Film and Television Studies major at UVM provides a background in the history as well as 
the theoretical analysis of film and television. Students also have the opportunity to take 
courses in video production and screenwriting. Students write papers, make critical 
presentations, have group discussions, create short films, write screenplays, and read 
extensively in this rigorous liberal arts degree. 
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Recommended Courses: 
 
Note:  The major requires completion of two of the following three introductory courses:  

¶ FTS 007 (Development of the Motion Picture I: Origin-1930) 
¶ FTS 008 (Development of the Motion Picture II: 1930-1960): should be taken in the 

spring  
¶ FTS 009 (History of Television)  
 

Once a student has taken one introductory course, they then have the prerequisite to take any 
of the 100 level courses.  It is recommended that students take FTS 121 (Film Theory) in the 
second semester of their first year or the first semester of their sophomore year. 
 

French Majors 

 
Students enrolling in any level of French (even if they have never taken coursework 
in the language before) must take the on-line placement test. 

 
The French major provides insight into the culture, history and traditions of the Francophone 
world in Europe, North America, and Africa.  Students take small classes taught by faculty who 
are active scholars in diverse aspects of French language, society and literature.  The University 
is located close to French-speaking Quebec and to Montreal, the second largest French-
speaking city in the world. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Most first-year students place into one of FREN 001, FREN 002, FREN 051, and FREN 052.  
Those with a particularly strong background in French may place into the 100-level.  In that 
case, they may take FREN 101 (―Writing Workshop‖) or FREN 107 (―Focus on Oral Expression‖).  
They should be informed that FREN 101 is the prerequisite for all other advanced French 
courses at UVM.  Native speakers should consult with faculty in the Department of Romance 
Languages regarding course placement. 
 

Geography Majors 

 
UVM's Geography Department is among the largest in New England, and Burlington is an ideal 
microcosm of diverse physical and human landscapes for students of the discipline. Geography 
students explore and explain spatial patterns of human and natural phenomena such as race 
and ethnicity, urban geography and political ecology, natural hazards, biogeography, and 
climate change. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take one of the following courses required for the major: 

 
¶ GEOG 040 (Weather, Climate and Landscapes) 
¶ GEOG 060 (Geography of Race and Ethnicity in US) 
¶ GEOG 070 (Space, Place & Society) 
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AND/OR  

¶ GEOG 095 A (TAP: Dev, Displacement and Environment) 
¶ GEOG 050 (World Regional Geography)  

 

Geology Majors 

 
UVM geology students trace 4.6 billion years of the earth's evolution and natural resources on 
land and sea and apply their knowledge to protect — and predict changes to — local and global 
environments. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ GEOL 001 (Intro to Earth System Science)  

 
Note:  Ancillary science and Math should be taken in the first year.   
Note:  Begin the calculus sequence with:  
 

¶ MATH 021 (Calculus I): Depending on a student’s performance on the math placement 
test 

OR 
¶ MATH 019 (Fundamentals of Calculus I) 

AND 
¶ CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry) 
 

Note:  MATH 022 (or Math 020) and Chem 032 should be taken in the spring semester 

 

German and Russian Majors 
 
Students enrolling in any level of German (even if they have never taken 
coursework in the language before) must take the on-line placement test. 

 
GERMAN 
Some of history's finest philosophers and most brilliant writers have called the German 
language their own.  German majors at UVM develop the linguistic skills to read, enjoy and 
analyze their texts in the original. 
 
The department offers a large variety of German courses every semester including beginning, 
intermediate, and advanced language courses, courses introducing students to the culture and 
civilization of the German-speaking countries, and a wide range of literature courses reaching 
from medieval to contemporary literature.  Students can also choose from special seminars on 
Holocaust literature, women writers, Romanticism, folklore, history of the German language, 
etc.  With these courses and seminars the department provides a well-structured background in 
German language, culture, and literature.   

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ German 051 (Intermediate German):  Only if a student has had at least four years of 

high school German 
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¶ German 001 (Elementary German):  For students with less than four years of high 
school German  

Note:  German native speakers should enroll in a 100-level German course for their first 
semester at UVM, preferably German 155 (Introduction to German Literature).   

 
RUSSIAN 
Intense foreign internships, fascinating career opportunities and small, intimate courses are 
among the many reasons students choose to study Russian at UVM.  The German and Russian 
Department, to which Russian majors belong, provides a firm grounding of Russian language, 
culture and literature. 

 
There are a wide variety of Russian courses every semester, from basic, intermediate, and 
advanced language courses to courses covering the culture and civilization of Russian people.  
Students have a wide range of literature courses to choose from, including seminars on modern 
Russian literature, Slavic linguistics, and others.  Many Russian majors participate in the Russian 
and East European Studies Program which offers courses in the history, economics, politics and 
literature of the area. Some of the top Russian students spend one or two semesters of their 
junior year in St. Petersburg or Moscow, experiencing Russian culture first-hand and gaining 
fluency in the language. 

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ Russian 051 (Intermediate Russian): Only if a student has had at least three years of 

Russian in high school   
¶ Russian 001 (Elementary Russian): For students with less than three years of Russian in 

high school   
Note:  Russian native speakers should enroll in a 100-level Russian course (not 200-level) for 
the first semester at UVM.  
 
If there are any questions about proper placement, stop by the Department of German and 
Russian, 414-422A Waterman Building, or call 802/656-3430 to speak with any of the 
Russian and German advisors. 
 

Global Studies Majors 
 
Global Studies, which is one of six areas of study in the Global and Regional Studies Program, is 
an interdisciplinary field whose primary focus is globalization, which include the social, political, 
economic, natural, and cultural relationships that extend beyond the boundaries of nation-
states. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
During their first year, students wishing to pursue a Global Studies major should take at least 
one of the following introductory-level courses, which can count toward the major and serve as 
prerequisites for higher-level courses in the major. 
 

¶ GRS 001 (Introduction to Global Studies) 
¶ ANTH 021 (Introduction to Human Cultures) 
¶ CDAE 002 (World Food, Population, and Development) 
¶ ECON 040 (Economics of Globalization) 
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¶ ENVS 002 (International Environmental Studies) spring only 
¶ GEOG 050 (World Regional Geography) 
¶ HST 010 (Global History Since 1500) 
¶ POLS 051 (Introduction to International Relations) 
¶ WLIT 095 (Globalization and Literature) 

 
IN ADDITION, students might consider taking a TAP course (first-year seminar) as an elective 
for the major. 
 

¶ GRS 095 (TAP: The Tourist Gaze: Travel and Identity) 
¶ GRS 091 A (TAP: Today’s Russia: 92 Years in the Making) 

 
And any foreign language offered at UVM at the appropriate level.   

 

History Majors 
 
Large enough to offer an exceptionally broad range of courses, but small enough to provide 
individual attention, the History Department immerses students in studies on global, U.S., 
European, African, Asian, Canadian, Middle Eastern and Latin American history.  

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
First-year students are encouraged to take ANY course under the 100 level.  None of them has 
a prerequisite.  Students may also take one TAP course. 
 
Note:  Only students with advanced placement credit in U.S., European, or global history would 
have the prerequisites to take 100-level courses.  
 

Italian Studies Majors 
 
The Italian Studies major at UVM offers students opportunities for advanced study in both the 
Italian language and in the history and culture of Italy. Students take small classes with 
professors who are active scholars in diverse aspects of Italian language, society and literature. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 

Few incoming first-year students have completed previous study of Italian, and therefore most 
of those interested in taking Italian should enroll in ITAL 001.  A student who has completed 2-
3 years of high-school study of Italian can enroll in ITAL 051.   Students should also take HST 
015 (Early Europe). 
 
A student with more substantial background of Italian language study may be able to take one 
of our 100-level Italian courses.  These students are welcome to enroll in a 100-level course 
during orientation, but are strongly advised to contact Professor Cristina Mazzoni 
(cmazzoni@uvm.edu), our Italian transfer advisor, to confirm that this is the recommended 
placement.  Native speakers should also consult with Prof. Mazzoni regarding course placement. 
 

 
 

mailto:cmazzoni@uvm.edu
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Latin American Studies Majors 
 

The Latin American Studies Program, one of six components of Global and Regional Studies 
Program (GRS), is a small but vibrant program that explores the histories, cultures, literatures, 
politics and economies of Latin America and the Caribbean, in addition to U.S. Latinos. 

 
Recommended Courses: 

 
Take Spanish at the appropriate level and one of the following: 
 

¶ EC 095 A (TAP: Latin America: Diversity, Progress and Exclusion) 
¶ HST 062 or HST 063 (Latin American History) 
¶ POLS  071 (Intro to Comparative Politics), prerequisite for Latin American politics 

courses 
¶ ANTH 021 (Human Cultures), prerequisite for Latin American anthropology courses 

 

Mathematics and Statistics Majors 

 
UVM's Mathematics and Statistics Department keeps its classes small—fewer than 35 students—
and its interactions personal despite the popularity of the major.  Students go on to such 
diverse fields as computer science, business, law, and government work for organizations such 
as the National Security Agency.  

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ MATH 021 (Calculus I): unless AP credit for that course has been earned 

 
Note:  If a student has AP credit, take MATH 022 (Calculus II). 
Note:  If a student has 2 semesters of AP credit, take MATH 121 (Calculus III). 
Note: Statistics majors need the same courses as above with the exception of MATH 052 
(Fundamentals of Mathematics). 
 

Music Majors 

 
All Music majors should have passed an entrance audition (known as the Level II Audition) prior 
to Orientation.  If the student has not yet auditioned, please contact the Music Department 
Office to make the appropriate arrangements.    

 
First-year music majors begin with courses in three areas: music theory, private lessons, 
and ensembles.   
 

¶ Music Theory:  Students should take the sample theory placement test found at 
www.uvm.edu/music/SampleTheoryTest.pdf.  If students feel comfortable with 
the topics on the sample test, they should register for MU 109 (Harmony and Form I), 
MU 054 (Harmony and Form I Lab), and MU 041 (Piano Proficiency Fundamentals). If 
students are uncomfortable with material on the sample test, they should register for 
MU 009 (Music Theory Fundamentals). Students with extensive piano background may 
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be able to begin the piano sequence at a higher level, and this can be discussed with 
the teacher on the first day of class.   

 

¶ Private Lessons:  Music majors should enroll in MU 134 (2 credits), in the section 
appropriate to the instrument or voice of the student (e.g., MU 134 A: Voice, MU 134 B: 
Piano, etc.).   

 

¶ Performing Ensembles:  Students may register for their ensemble of choice, but should 
keep in mind that all ensembles require an audition.  Ensemble auditions are held the 
first week of the semester.  Students should contact the ensemble director for specific 
information. 

 

Music for non-Majors 

 
The Music Department welcomes students from all majors within the College of Arts and 
Sciences, as well as other colleges within the university.  Whether playing in an ensemble or 
taking private lessons, singing the music of Bach or Bebop, or studying music theory and music 
history, the Music Department unites all students in the joy of music. For more information, 
contact the Music Department Chair, Prof. D. Thomas Toner, at d.toner@uvm.edu, or 
Departmental Administrative Coordinator, Vikki Day, vikki.day@uvm.edu. 
 

¶ Private Lessons:  Music minors should enroll in MU 133 (1 or 2 credits), in the section 
appropriate to the instrument or voice of the student (e.g., MU 133 A: Voice, MU 133 B: 
Piano, etc.). General students should enroll in MU 033 (1 or 2 credits), in the section 
appropriate to the instrument or voice of the student (e.g., MU 033 A: Voice, MU 033 B: 
Piano, etc.).  Beginning group lessons (MU 021) are also available in guitar and piano. 

 

¶ Performing Ensembles:  Students may register for their ensemble of choice, but should 
keep in mind that all ensembles require an audition.  Ensemble auditions are held the 
first week of classes each semester.  Students should contact the ensemble director for 
specific information. 

 
¶ Music Theory: Students should take the sample theory placement test found at 

www.uvm.edu/music/SampleTheoryTest.pdf.  If students feel comfortable with 
the topics on the sample test, they should register for MU 109 (Harmony and Form I). If 
students are uncomfortable with material on the sample test, they should register for 
MU 009 (Music Theory Fundamentals). 

 

¶ Music History: Non-majors looking for fine arts distribution credits may take MU 001 
(Intro to Classical Music), MU 005 (Intro to Jazz History), or MU 015 (History of Rock 
and Roll) with no prior music background.  MU 006 (American Music) and MU 007 
(World Music) would also be appropriate, but are not offered every semester. 

 

Philosophy Majors 

 
Philosophy is a quest for understanding the fundamental truths of life, such as the nature of 
right and wrong and the relationship between the mental and the physical. The University's 
Philosophy faculty consistently rate among the nation's top six in schools that do not offer a 
Ph.D. or M.A. in philosophy according to the Philosophical Gourmet Report. 

mailto:d.toner@uvm.edu
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Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ PHIL 001 (Introduction to Philosophy: Selected Problems)  
¶ PHIL 003 (Introduction to Philosophy: East/West)   
¶ PHIL 004 (Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics)  
¶ PHIL 013 (Introduction to Logic) 

OR 

¶ One Philosophy TAP course 
 

Note:   Select one from Phil 001, 003, 004—credit not given for more than one of 001,003, and 
004. 

 

Physics Majors 
 
Physics is the fundamental science underlying the investigation of all natural phenomena. UVM's 
Physics Department takes pride in the quality of its teaching and vigorous research programs in 
biological physics, theoretical and experimental condensed matter physics, the physics of 
materials, astrophysics, and pulsar physics.  Students develop close relationships with faculty, 
whose research is funded by the National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health, 
among other sources, and whose scholarship appears in journals such as Science, Nature and 
Physical Review Letters. 

 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ MATH 021 (Calculus I) 
¶ CHEM 031 (Introductory Chemistry) 
¶ PHYS 051 (Fundamental of Physics I) 
 

Political Science Majors 
 
UVM's political science students have access to an impressive faculty of more than 20 scholars 
— among them, experts who actively shape national policy and, through the national media, 
lend perspective to world events. Exciting internships, research, and study-abroad options 
complement probing coursework and prepare graduates for an unlimited number of careers. 
The Political Science Department's pre-law advising helps graduates gain admission to law 
school at a rate well above the national average. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
The respective introductory classes are prerequisites for admission into the 100-level courses in 
each of the four subfields of the department (note that the subfields correspond to the 
introductory classes).  Because there are more 100-level courses in the subfield of American 
Politics than in the other three subfields (Comparative Politics, International Relations, and 
Political Theory), students often take POLS 021 (Introduction to American Government) before 
the other three introductory courses.   
 
Take one of the four introductory courses:  
 

¶ POLS 021 (Introduction to American Government) 
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¶ POLS 041 (Introduction to Problems in Political Theory) 
¶ POLS 051 (Introduction to International Relations) 
¶ POLS 071 (Introduction to Comparative Politics) 

OR   

¶ One POLS TAP course 
 
Note:  If they wish, students can sign up for the TAP sections of these courses.  Also, it is OK, 
though not necessary, to take two courses in Political Science during the first semester. 

 

Pre-Law Curriculum 

Law schools want students who can think critically and write well, and who have some 
understanding of the forces that have shaped the human experience.  These attributes can be 
acquired in any number of college courses, whether in the arts and humanities, the social 
sciences, or the natural sciences. 

An undergraduate career that is narrowly based or vocationally oriented may not be the best 
preparation for law school.  With an education including critical analysis, logical reasoning, and 
written and oral expression, then the range of acceptable college majors is very broad.  What 
counts is the intensity and depth of an undergraduate program and a capacity to perform well 
at an academically rigorous level. 

Pre-Med Curriculum 

BIOLOGY:  A minimum of two semesters is required.  The minimum requirement is generally 

satisfied by two semesters of Principles of Biology (BIO 001, 002) or Exploring Biology* (011, 
012). Note:  *Some restrictions apply for enrollment.  

CHEMISTRY:  Two semesters of General Chemistry are required.  This requirement is fulfilled 

by CHEM 031, 032 (Introductory Chemistry) or CHEM 035, 036 (General Chemistry).  Two 
semesters of Organic Chemistry are also required.  CHEM 141, 142 or CHEM 143, 144 are 
recommended.  

PHYSICS:  Two semesters of Physics are required.  Select either Elementary Physics (011, 

012) or General Physics (031, 042) depending upon mathematics preparation. The physics 
requirement must include a laboratory component.  

MATHEMATICS:  Two semesters of college mathematics are recommended, and are 

required by about 20% of medical schools.  It is important to note that proficiency in 
quantitative methods may improve achievement in Physics and in Organic Chemistry.  In 
consultation with an advisor or the Mathematics Department, select either Fundamentals of 
Calculus (MATH 019 and 020) or Calculus (MATH 021 and 022).  

Note:  Students who are not immediately prepared for college-level Calculus should take MATH 
010 before proceeding with MATH 019 or 021. 

ENGLISH:  Two semesters of English are recommended, and required by an increasing 

number of medical schools.  Frequently, English composition or literature requirements are 
being specified. 
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  Students should consult current admission requirements 

references in addition to specific medical/dental school catalogs to ensure they are satisfying 
the minimum admission requirements for specific schools.  

AP CREDITS:  While professional schools want to see a student’s performance in the 

prerequisite courses, most will accept credit based on Advanced Placement (AP) exams if UVM 
has granted a student credit toward graduation. Before electing to "AP out" of any of these 
courses, students should consider carefully whether they have a strong foundational 
understanding for and competency in the subject area. Remember, students will need this later 
to do well on the MCAT/DAT and in the medical/dental school curriculum. 

Students with AP Chemistry credit are strongly encouraged to take the more advanced 
sequence of General Chemistry (CHEM 035, 036) before taking Organic Chemistry. Another 
option for students with AP Chemistry credit who also have a strong lab background and are 
considering majoring in Chemistry would be to supplement their AP Chemistry credit with 
research experience in Chemistry (CHEM 039, 040) before taking Organic Chemistry. 

Note:  With respect to biology, even if a student has received AP credit for the two required 
semesters, most schools suggest students take two additional semesters of advanced biology 
with laboratory.  

Psychology Majors 

 
UVM's Psychology Department offers high-quality teaching and training in clinical and 
experimental fields and places an emphasis on research.  Graduates find jobs in a variety of 
fields upon leaving UVM.  Programs are arranged in three closely-related "clusters": 
 

¶ Biobehaviorial:  The biological mechanisms of learning, memory and emotion 
¶ Developmental psychology: The study of how people grow through periods of infancy, 

middle childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. 

¶ Social psychology The study of how people influence and are influenced by social 
situations and cultural contexts. 

¶ Clinical psychology: The study of psychological distress, its influence and healthy 
adaptation. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
All incoming students, regardless of whether they have received Advanced Placement credit for 
Introductory Psychology, are encouraged to enroll in PSYC 001.  PSYC 001 is a prerequisite for 
all subsequent Psychology courses (excluding TAP courses).   
  
Students who have already taken the equivalent of PSYC 001 can enroll in one of our five 100-
level foundational courses.  These include: 
 

¶ PSYC 104 (Learning, Cognition and Behavior) 
¶ PSYC 121 (Biopsychology)                    
¶ PSYC 130 (Social Psychology)  
¶ PSYC 152 (Abnormal Psychology) 
¶ PSYC 161 (Developmental Psychology) 
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Note:  Students wishing to earn a B.A. in Psychology may elect any courses outside of 
Psychology that suit their interests. 
Note:  Students wishing to earn a B.S. in Psychology may be advised to enroll in an 
appropriate level of Calculus, Biology 001 and/or Chemistry 031.  Students need not take these 
courses their first semester.  A decision to enroll in these courses their first semester may be 
based, in part, on whether the student had pre-calculus or biology in a recent high school 
semester. 

 

Religion Majors 
 
UVM's Religion Department is recognized by the American Academy of Religion as a highly 
successful prototype for the new, comparative model of studying religion, as opposed to the 
more common theological-based curriculum. Guided by a belief that the study of religion is a 
crucial part of the wider study of human cultures, global affairs and personal identities, the 
department has a long tradition of remaining free of connections with religious institutions. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take one of the following courses: 
 
¶ REL 020 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: Comparative) 
¶ REL 021 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: Asian Traditions) 
¶ REL 023 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: Bible) 
¶ REL 025 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: American Indian) 
¶ REL 026 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: African Religions) 
¶ REL 095 (Introduction to the Study of Religion: Islam) 
¶ REL 095 (Meaning of Life) 

OR  

¶ One Religion TAP course 

 

Russian/East European Studies Majors 
 
The Russian/East European Studies Program is one of six disciplines within UVM's Global and 
Regional Studies Program (GRS). It immerses students in the languages, literature, regional 
economies, political science, sociology and history of both Eastern Europe and the territories of 
the former Soviet Union.  Majors focus on either Russian/East European economics/business or 
Russian/East European studies, and are encouraged to take advantage of study/work abroad 
programs in St. Petersburg, Moscow, and other locations. 

 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take one of the following courses: 
 

¶ HST 015 (Early Europe) 
OR one TAP course: 
¶ GRS 091 A (TAP: Today's Russia: 92 Years in the Making) 

¶ WLIT 018 (TAP: Witches, Goblins and Ghosts) 
 
Study of Russian at the appropriate level.    
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Sociology Majors 

 
Sociology is the scientific study of society, social institutions, and social relationships. UVM's 
Sociology Department has earned a reputation for outstanding teaching and a diverse array of 
courses that use the sociological perspective to analyze current social issues such as crime, 
deviance, gender, social organization of the family, race relations, health care, and death and 
dying. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Take any introductory course  
 

¶ SOC 001 (Introduction to Sociology) 
¶ SOC 014 (Deviance and Social Control) 
¶ SOC 019 (Race Relations in the US) 
¶ SOC 029 (Sex, Marriage and Family) 
¶ SOC 043 (Survey of Mass Communication) 

¶ SOC 095 (Crime and Inequality) 
OR 
¶ One Sociology TAP course 

 

Spanish Majors 
 
Students enrolling in any level of Spanish (even if they have never taken 
coursework in the language before) must take the on-line placement test. 
 
The Spanish major introduces students to the diversity of the Spanish-speaking world in 
Europe, Latin America, and the United States.  Students pursue the major in small classes 
taught by faculty who are experts in Spanish language, cultures and literature. Spanish 
language social activities abound on campus and include Spanish films, weekly tertulias (coffee 
hours), and an annual Hispanic Forum. 
 

Recommended Courses: 
 
Most first-year students place into one of SPAN 001, SPAN 002, SPAN 051, and SPAN 052.  
Those with a particularly strong background in Spanish may place into the 100 level.  In that 
case, they may take SPAN 101 (―Composition and Conversation‖) or SPAN 140 (―Analyzing 
Hispanic Literatures‖).  In general, it is preferable to take SPAN 101 prior to or concurrent with 
enrollment in SPAN 140; however, this is not obligatory. Native speakers should consult with 
faculty in the Department of Romance Languages regarding course placement. 

 

Theatre Majors 

 
UVM's Theatre Department offers a broad curriculum that provides an overview of all the areas 
of theatre necessary for a solid basis and general understanding of this collaborative art form.  
Majors concentrate in performance, design/tech or history/criticism, but they are required to 
discover other theatrical disciplines whose success is so crucial to their own. 
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Students wanting to audition for productions should stop by the Royall Tyler Theater to check 
the call board for dates and sign-up information. Pick up a copy of the Theatre Department’s 
student handbook by stopping by the administrative office in the Theatre Department. 

 
Recommended Courses:  
 
Incoming declared majors should take one of  
  
¶ THE 020 (Fundamentals of Lighting) 
¶ THE 030 (Fundamentals of Scenery) 

¶ THE 040 (Fundamentals of Costuming) 
OR  
¶ One TAP Course 

 
Note: THE 050 (Dramatic Analysis) is not recommended for 1st year students, but, as it is 
listed as ―by permission only,‖ the chair can provide an override. This is a reading-, writing-, 
and research-intensive course which leads the student to the Theatre History courses THE 150 -
and THE 151.  
Note: Without a good foundation in Dramatic Analysis the student will lack the fundamental 
tools to complete the Histories with any degree of success. This is why it is not recommend for 
first-year students.  
 
Any declared or interested theatre students unable to get into any lower level courses during 
their first semester should seek assistance from the Chair of the Theatre Department, Prof. 
Jeffrey Modereger, jeffrey.modereger@uvm.edu. 
 

Women’s and Gender Studies Majors 
   
Women's and Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary program comprising faculty and courses in 
more than a dozen disciplines.  Instructional topics cover gender issues in a wide range of 
fields, including anthropology, history, economics, political science, literature, art, and 
sociology. WGST majors and minors take an introductory course and a senior seminar; majors 
also complete an internship in the community and WGST 101 (Women and Gender in Society). 
 
The WGST program also offers a minor in Sexuality and Gender Identity Studies, focusing on 
LGBT issues through an introductory course and electives in various disciplines. 
 
Recommended Courses: 
 
¶ WGST 076 (Women in Literature) 
¶ WGST 073 (Introduction to Women's and Gender Studies)   
¶ WGST 075 (Introduction to Sexuality and Gender Identity) 

 
Note:  If they wish, first-year students can sign up for a TAP section of WGST 073 
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