Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR)

Henry Blount is Head of the Office that
administers the National Science Foundation’s
Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive
Research (EPSCoR). EPSCOoR is a program
designed to fulfill the NSF’s mandate to
promote scientific progress nationwide. The
EPSCoR program directs its resources at those
states that have historically received lesser
amounts of NSF Research and Development
(R&D) funding. Through this program, NSF

establishes partnerships with government,

higher education and industry that are
designed to effect lasting improvements in a state’s or region’s research infrastructure, R&D

capacity and hence, its national R&D competitiveness.

Prior to being named Head of the EPSCoR Office, Dr. Blount served as Head of the Office of
Multidisciplinary Activities in NSF’s Directorate for Mathematical and Physical Sciences; Acting
Executive Officer for the Division of Chemistry; Acting Deputy Division Director for Chemistry;
Director of Program Operations in the Research Facilities Office, Office of the Director; Head of
the Chemistry Division's Office of Special Projects; Program Director for Analytical and Surface
Chemistry; and Program Director for Chemical Analysis.

Dr. Blount received the B.S. in Chemistry from the University of North Carolina and the Ph.D. in
Chemistry from the University of Georgia. He was a Research Associate and Teaching Fellow
in Chemistry at Case Western Reserve University. From 1970 until 1984 Blount was a member
of the faculty of the University of Delaware. He was Visiting Professor of Chemistry at the
University of Guelph in 1978-79 and served the National Science Foundation as Program
Director for Chemical Analysis in 1981-82. In 1984 Blount moved from his position as Professor
and Director of Graduate Studies in Chemistry at the University of Delaware to the Foundation
as Program Director for Chemical Analysis.



