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Hi Clouds
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	Cirrus (Ci):
Clouds consist of ice crystals. They are generally white. Their structure is wispy or fibrous, and they may be in delicate long lines (left) or appear to radiate from a point on the horizon (right). Due to their height they take on shades of red or yellow around the times of  sunrise and sunset. Generally mean fair weather, but if increasing and thickening may indicate the approach of a warm front.
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	Cirrostratus (Cs):

Evolve from cirrus clouds, thus consist of ice crystals. They give the sky a milky appearance. Normally form a thin fibrous or featureless veil. Does not totally block out the sun, but due to extensive coverage, a halo may occur. Note optical coloring in the center of left photo due to refraction of sunlight by ice crystals. If increasing and thickening may indicate the approach of a warm front.
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	Cirrocumulus (Cc):

Delicate ice crystal clouds. Forms in very small globular masses, flakes or wavelike patterns of white or pale blue. No shadows or striations in this delicate cloud. The clouds may be in rows or lines such as ripples in the sand at the beach. Usually occurs with Ci and Cs.
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	Mid Level Clouds
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	Altostratus (As):

Consist of liquid and ice. They appear as a striated or fibrous veil of gray or bluish gray featureless cloud. They are thicker and lower than Cs, and do not create a halo. The sun or moon may appear as through ground or frosted glass (left photo) or be totally obscured. Altostratus generally only result in light precipitation but frequently indicate steady precipitation as they lower into Nimbostratus.   
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	Altocumulus (Ac):

These clouds range from white to dark gray, and are primarily liquid droplets. They appear as flattened globular masses in groups, lines or waves patterns. In between cloud masses areas of blue sky or thinner cloud visible. They frequently occur with other cloud types. In photo to left, note wave pattern altocumulus upper left and stratocumulus in lower right. 
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	Stratocumulus (Sc):

These are clouds that encompass both cumulus (heaped) and stratiform (layerd) processes, in varying shades of gray. Generally globular in shape. They may be in patches or rows (left photo), or may cover most of sky (right photo) when following strong cold front. They may also form from the spreading out of cumulus in the evening. Sc usually only produce brief showers or flurries.
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	Stratus (St) and Nimbostratus (Ns):

Stratus cloud (left photo) is lighter gray than Nimbostratus (right photo). Stratus tend to be uniform and featureless sheet of gray cloud, and generally only produce drizzle or light rain. 
Nimbostratus are dark gray clouds and may have a ragged base. They may overlap both low and mid level layers, but are generally a low cloud with steady precipitation (in photo to right, note fuzziness in surface visibility due to steady rain).
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	Cumulus (Cu) and Cumulonimbus (Cb):

Cumulus clouds (left photo) may range from fairly limited (cotton ball) to moderate (cauliflower) vertical development. If limited vertical development expect fair weather. However, they may develop into Cumulonimbus (Cb) as in right photo. Cumulonimbus are very well developed vertically, and are accompanied by heavy showers or thunderstorms. Note the boiling appearance in the developing Cumulonimbus cloud in photo to right.
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