




Saleem Ali The Srachen Glaciel in the Himalayas, is a
f rozen battleground. The 20,000-foot-high
region of Kashmir has been the source of a

longstanding ownership dispute between lndia and Pakistan, one that has

cos t  the  na t ions  more  than 15 ,000 casua l t ies  combined.  In  add i t ion ,  the  de-

cades-long conf l ict has generated tons of human and mil i tary waste, contami-

nating a glacier that is home to numerous species of threatened f lora and fau-

na and supplies freshwater to hundreds of mill ions of people
Now, the

eem Ali  is lobbying to turn Siachen into a nonpoli t ical "peace

park," a move that could not only preserve an important ecosystem but also
provide a face-saving exit strategy for both nations. In this way, Ali says, the
environment, so often a source of confl ict, can be used to promote peace.

"Far too often, we consider environmental issues in terms of resource scar-
city," says Ali, who grew up in Pakistan and is now an environmental studies
professor at the University of Vermont. "That necessitates some kind of a con-
fl ict framework. Whenever you're trying to divide up the pie, you end up in a
conflict." But, he says, "you can reframe the problem and make environmen-
tal quality an issue. Depleting the quality of the environment is going to be
something that neither side would want, so you can cooperate over it."

In  col laborat ion wi th other  sc ient is ts ,  Al i  has drawn up p lans that  ca l l  for
c leaning up Siachen and turn ing the g lac ier  in to a conservat ion and research
zone The armed forces would not have to withdraw completelv from the re-
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g ion ,  bu t  cou ld  be  t ra ined as  rangers  respons ib le  fo r  ma in ta in ing  the  park .
"We have tr ied to reach out to the armed forces direct ly," says Al i ,  who has

a l ready  en l i s ted  the  suppor t  o f  fo rmer  mi l i ta ry  o f f i c ia ls  in  bo th  Ind ia  and Pak-
is tan .  " ln  o rder  fo r  th is  to  work ,  you  have to  th ink  o f  some s t ra teg ic  oppor -

tun i t ies  fo r  the  army. "
The peace park proposal has been submitted to both governments, which

are  p lann ing  ta lks  la te r  th is  year ,  A l i  says ,  bu t  the  road ahead won ' t  be  easy
For  ins tance,  when A l i  he lped organ ize  a  sc ien t i f i c  meet ing ,  funded by  the

Nat iona l  Sc ience Foundat ion ,  about  the  proposa l ,  the  US de legat ion  ended
up hav ing  to  shut t le  back  and fo r th  be tween two dr f fe ren t  meet rngs-one
in  Ind ia ,  one in  Pak is tan-because ne i ther  government  wou ld  approve v isas
for  the  o ther  s ide 's  sc ien t is ts .  A  t ru ly  b i la te ra l  meet ing  is  p lanned fo r  th is  fa l l
in Nepal, relat ively neutral terr i tory.

As  the  whee ls  tu rn  on  the  S iachen proposa l ,  A l i  w i l l  p ress  on  w i th  o th -
er  p ro lec ts .  H is  ed i ted  vo lume on peace parks  w i l l  be  pub l ished th is  fa l l ,  and
he wil l  continue his involvement with the Pakistani madrassahs, or Muslim

schoo ls ,  where  he  is  es tab l i sh ing  an  env i ronmenta l  sc ience cur r i cu lum.  He
has secured funding from the US Insti tute of Peace to work with the schools,
which are often viewed as incubators of ethnic confl ict and sectarian vio-
lence. Al i  hopes, however, to i l lustrate the importance of harmony and ac-

cord by fostering an appreciat ion for science. "Science has a certain objec-
t ive qual i ty," he says. " ln order to real ly get good science, you have to have

some sort of cooperation." I Photograph by Mark Mahaney


