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Ensuring food secure populations requires access to nutritionally rich food resources and the economic means needed to acquire these foodstuffs when necessary.  Food insecurity has commonly thought to be an issue of inadequate food production and distribution.  Food aid; promotion of agricultural inputs and devaluated market prices have been accepted remedies to the growing number of food insecure populations.  Promotion of traditional food crops however, encourages agricultural self-reliance, increased plant genetic diversity and overall increased agroecosystem health.  Although not the sole solution to a complex issue, returning to indigenous food crops has the potential to positively impact local concerns such as household food security and soil fertility while protecting the need to maintain a diverse plant genetic reservoir.
Food security is defined by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization as, "All people at all times have both physical and economic access to the basic food they need."
  Surplus commodities from the United States and European countries commonly enter the world food supply through heavily subsidized private sales and government food aid programs.  Commonly viewed as a crucial component in global food security, food aid may promote food dependency in developing nations by depressing global commodity prices.  Artificially cheap foreign imports can also displace indigenous agriculture, diminishing both local food security capacity and crop biodiversity.  Indigenous food resources represent an important ingredient in the nutritional health of local communities as well as a genetic reservoir for today's common agricultural products and overall agroecosystem health.  This paper will examine the link between U.S. commodity subsidies, food aid practices, agricultural trends in developing nations, and implications of the current food aid paradigm on regional food security and agricultural biodiversity in both the U.S. and developing nations, with special attention to sub-Saharan African countries.  The promotion of traditional food crops is offered as an alternative to subsidized commodity dumping, with implications on reforming food aid policy and programs throughout the world.
The growing dependence on a global economy and food supply is creating more food insecure households in developing nations worldwide.  Unable to compete with cheap commodity prices from over subsidized agriculture production in industrial nations, marginalized countries are encouraged to place their resources in alternative cash crops.  These crops (e.g. cut flowers, vanilla beans, fruit and vegetable crops) are subject to more volatile global market prices.  A return to indigenous cultivars and wild crops with increased nutritional content and greater climatic tolerance will promote increased localized food security, biodiversity and overall agroecosystem health.  Thus, alleviating some of the food pressures developing nations are experiencing and allowing them to focus on alternative economic development efforts in both agriculture and other sectors.
� FAO Committee on World Food Security, USAID Policy Determination 19, 13 April 1992
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