Potential Health Issues Associated with Blue-Green
Algae Blooms in Lake Champlain

Microcystis, another kind of blue-green algae
found m Lake Champlain, is currently under
investigation for its ability to produce a liver
What are blue-green ﬂ]gﬂﬂ? toxin called microcystin.  This picture, as

seen through a microscope, shows what
Microcystis looks like.

Cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green
algae, are the most primitive group of algae,
They are simple but remarkably successful
organisms. Although they are most closely
related to other bactenia, they have the same

pigment for photosynthesis that plants have.

Why be concerned about
blue-green algae?

Some kinds of blue-green algae produce
natural toxing, These toxins are produced
nzside the cells and stay there as long as they
are alive. When cells die and break down,
toxing can be released into the water. So far,

no known human health problems have
arigen it the 1185 from thess tovine  Mornesons







