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Academic Plan

The Academic Plan is the culmination of your academic planning for this semester.  Approval of this plan is required if you are to continue as an ENVS major.  When approved, it will become a permanent part of your academic file as an Environmental Studies Major, available to you, your academic advisor, ENVS faculty, and the Director to guide future academic planning and advising.  The Academic Plan should be complete, clear, attractively presented, and easy for advisors to use.  


Your Major Plan (the form with courses by requirement) is a contract with the University.  When approved, it represents your unique collection of coursework that, when complete, will meet all of the requirements for graduation.  (The plan can be changed in future semesters with the approval of your advisor.)

Purpose

1)  To complete the final version of the self-designed elements of your ENVS major plan for approval and admittance into the major;

2)  To present a cohesive curriculum based on selected courses, internships, independent work, study abroad, and/or research;

3)  To articulate your direction for the remaining semesters at UVM in terms of senior thesis/project/internship and future career or study areas.

Assignment
 

1)  Gathering the Contents

Begin by pulling together your past 151 assignments (and saved computer files) to use or revise as needed to complete the plan. You may draw significantly on work previously prepared for this class;  the assignments were designed in part to build towards this plan.  Your work submitted for the academic plan should show some effort to incorporate peer and instructor review comments.  As you develop the various sections, be sure to review your writing for appropriate wording.  (Just cutting and pasting will likely result in some odd disjunctions and phrases that do not apply.)

Your academic plan should follow the outline and contents described below:









  # of pages  (single spaced)    
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Table of Contents with page numbers
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1.
Personal Statement 


1.1
Personal Introduction 
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1.2
Environmental Philosophy  
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1.3
Academic and Long Term Interests 
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2.
Environmental FOCUS

2.1
Brief description  





1-2 


2.2
FOCUS essay overview
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3.
Academic Activities








3.1
Title of Concentration


3.2
Rationale for Courses, Internships, & Independent Work
3-4
 

3.3
Role of Minor (optional)
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3.4
Senior Thesis/Project Ideas
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3.5
Future Education Possibilities (optional)


 ½ -1

4.
Appendices 
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Major Plan Form 


4.2
List of Remaining Courses by Semester  

4.3
Resume

2)  Organizing your Materials: a guide to preparing the plan

Format:  Single-spaced with appropriately generous white space (double-spaced between paragraphs) to make it easy to read and find individual sections.  Use headings in bold or underline to indicate different sections.  Follow these guidelines step by step and the whole thing should come together in useful and appropriate form.  Make it something you are proud of!  

a)  Cover Page --  Name,  school/college,  date, title of major, ENVS concentration and minor (if in CAS).  Also you may provide some graphic interest that communicates who you are and adds visual life to the plan.

b)  Table of Contents -- Headings & subheadings with page numbers
c)  Personal Statement -- This draws substantially if not entirely from your previous assignment.  Re-read and edit as needed with peer/instructor comments in mind and make sure all wording is appropriate for this purpose. To review, the Personal Introduction should contain your background, experiences, traits that have influenced your decision to be an environmental studies major and that provide a foundation for your academic & life plans.  The Environmental Philosophy covers your personal environmental philosophy and key ideas/principles that have influenced your decision to be an environmental studies major and provide a foundation for your academic and life plans.


The last section, Academic and Long Term Interests, (a new section) may draw from the sections above or may rephrase and clarify what you have already said.  (We want these to be easy for advisors to pick out.) For Academic interests, describe what you are seeking in higher education, at UVM and perhaps other institutions. Also comment on your Long term interests (post UVM) for education, accomplishment and achievement in your chosen environmental field and personal life.  You may want to incorporate some conclusions from your Career paper here.  You are not expected to have your whole life planned out now.  You may not even be sure what you want to put your energy into next semester.  Be honest about where you are in your thinking about this now.  But do challenge yourself to think seriously about where you might want to be in the future.   This is an opportunity to take time to think out and articulate a possible future direction or dream.  Take advantage of it!  
d)  Environmental FOCUS – (some new material)
Name your Chosen Field Of Undergraduate Study within environmental studies and provide a brief description.  Then provide some comments on the role you are currently consider playing in this field in the future (possibly drawn from the career paper). Add a brief overview of your FOCUS essay (Your abstract is OK for the overview.) If your FOCUS paper topics does not directly relate to your chosen environmental field, just explain why you chose the FOCUS paper topic and how it contributes to your interests in the environment.
e)  Academic Activities  (an entirely new section)

Create a specific title for your individualized major (this should reflect your choice of courses).  This might be how you choose to describe your concentration on your resume.    

Then discuss all of the courses, internships, independent work, etc. that comprise your proposed major, explaining why each is included.  Show how some combine to meet your objectives and in general how they work together to create a solid focus for your major.  You must discuss all of the 100+ level courses, study abroad experience, internships, etc. that contribute to your ENVS major on the front of your Major Plan.  In addition, you may discuss any lower level courses or seemingly unrelated courses and other experience that you feel contributes to the development of your understanding of environmental studies and especially your FOCUS (Field Of Chosen Undergraduate Studies)

If you have a minor, explain your choice of a minor, and how it may (or may not) relate to your ENVS major and future plans.

Present one (or possibly two) plausible senior thesis topics.  Explain how they would fit with your courses & other experiences.  Recall that your senior thesis is expected to: (a) build upon previous courses, (b)  combine with your courses and internships to make a cohesive major,  and (c)  provide a “capstone” for your undergraduate education.  Comment on how your coursework, internships etc. might prepare you for success in this project.  
Close with post-UVM future education ideas or plans, if any, which complement or build on your UVM experience. 

f)  Appendices

Major Plan Form -typed up and complete! If you have significant changes, get your plan to Sue to correct.

Courses by Semester.  Include your list of courses for all remaining semesters in tabular form.  Write out full name and course numbers, no abbreviations.   Be sure to include transferred courses, study abroad programs, summer internship credits, etc.

Resume – Attach completed final edited resume (ready to send out to employers).  
PROFFREED!  PROOFREED!  PROOFREAD!  And check for graphic layout on the page so you don’t have any odd broken sections split in strange ways from page to page.

NOTE:  Even though we are asking you to plan your future very carefully in this final academic plan, of course, things change.  You will inevitably end up making some modifications to your plan before you graduate.  Do your best to make your plan as accurate as possible for now, showing the clarity of your thinking at this point in time.  As things change, you can correct your form with your adviser and Sue Bean in the ENVS office.  Filling out a major plan form and developing a clear academic narrative is the best way we’ve found to help students focus their ENVS major and use their time effectively in the short period of your undergraduate education.
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