Ec 210    Twentieth Century US Economic History
Spring 2009
Term Paper Guidelines

Your term paper assignment is for you to write a research paper on some aspect of twentieth century American economic history that interests you.  You can choose just about any topic, but you should clear it with me in advance.  It can be a topic that has piqued your interest from class discussion or one of your readings.  If you decide to go this route, be sure you don’t just repeat what was discussed in class.  There is also a list of ideas on the reverse side of this sheet.
Whatever you choose, your research must include the use of primary data or source documents.  You are required to use that data by presenting it in your paper as a table or graph, with analysis, or by using a regression to test a hypothesis.  Whichever you do, the data source must be clearly stated and the data must be integrated into your paper.  You cannot simply copy a graph or table from a book or article. 

Your data sources could include government documents or data from the Census, reports of various government agencies (federal or state), or other similar sources.  You also are required to use at least three articles in the professional economics journals as sources.  That means articles in economics journals or economic history journals.  You should not use articles that are on the class reading list.  You should  not use mass media periodicals.  You can also use books that have been written on the subject as resources for your papers.  Check with me if you are unsure about whether the articles you are using meet this requirement.
Deadlines:

1.  Feb 13:  Paper topics are due.  You should submit a topic and one page (note that one page means about 250 words) discussion of why the topic interests you, what the research question is that you will investigate, and what you expect to write about.  I’ll give you feedback.  5% of paper grade.
2.  Feb 27: You are required to submit a 2 page discussion of one of the articles that you have read for your paper.  5% of paper grade.
3.  March 6 : You are required to submit a 2 page discussion of a second article.  You should also discuss how the article relates to the first one you wrote about.  5% of paper grade
4.  March 20: You are required to submit a 2 page discussion of a third article.  You should also discuss how the article relates to the first two you wrote about. 5% of paper grade
5.  April 3: Identify a data source that you will use to support your thesis topic.   Describe the data source and how you will use it in your paper.  It can be macro or micro in nature.  You can use government data on line or in the the Bailey-Howe Government Documents collection or find useful data at Historical Statistics of the United States, Millenial Edition at <http://hsus.cambridge.org/HSUSWeb/HSUSEntryServlet >   or any other data set.  5% of paper grade
6.  Papers are due on April 29.  Late papers will be penalized 5 points for each day late.  You are required to submit all of your previous short papers that you handed in.  75% of paper grade
Length: Your paper should be somewhere between 12 and 15 pages, double spaced, one inch margins, with 12 point font (not including title page, bibliography, etc.)
Grading: The paper will be graded on a combination of content, style, and presentation.  That means it must be well-written; the economic content should be based on a good understanding of economics and economic theory; the writing style should not have spelling errors, typos, or poor punctuation or grammar.  The footnotes and bibliography should be done in a standard style. A useful guide is <http://library.uvm.edu/guides/cite/> Any supporting data, charts, and graphs should look professional and should be easily understood by the reader (me).    

Some ideas for papers:
How did the government mobilize the economy to fight WWI?

How did the government mobilize the economy to fight WWII?

How did Americans finance their retirement before Social Security?

Why did the government deregulate the airline and trucking industries in the 1970s and 1980s?  
What impact did deregulation have?

What have been the economic impacts of environmental regulation laws?
How has the agricultural economy changed with mechanization, fertilizers, and other new technologies?

How did productivity growth affect the manufacturing sector in the second half of the twentieth century?  In the first half?

How did the housing mortgage market evolve in the early 20th century?

How did modern advertising and marketing evolve and affect the economy?

How has the retail sector changed over the past century?  What impacts have those changes had?

Why was the South such a slow growing region and why and how did it become a rapidly growing area in the past four decades?

How did the Panic of 1907 lead to the creation of the Federal Reserve System?

Are there differences in how immigrants moved into middle class America today compared to the past?

