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CATALOG	  DESCRIPTION	  

This	  course	  offers	  an	  advanced	  introduction	  to	  current	  issues	  and	  debates	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  environmental	  
science	  and	  cultural	  studies.	  The	  field	  of	  cultural	  studies	  –	  which	  studies	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  popular	  culture,	  
media,	  the	  creative	  arts,	  and	  other	  forms	  of	  cultural	  activity	  intersect	  with	  sociopolitical,	  economic,	  and	  
technological	  developments	  –	  is	  explored	  in	  terms	  of	  its	  potentials	  to	  address	  and	  contribute	  to	  understanding	  
environmental	  issues	  and	  practices.	  The	  course	  studies	  culture	  and	  cultural	  practices	  –	  including	  music,	  film	  and	  
visual	  art,	  print	  and	  digital	  media,	  fashion,	  and	  protest	  cultures	  –	  as	  both	  the	  medium	  through	  which	  and	  the	  
terrain	  within	  which	  different	  ideas	  about	  people	  and	  nature,	  and	  different	  social	  and	  ecological	  relations,	  are	  
articulated	  and	  contested.	  	  

Through	  readings,	  discussion,	  and	  media	  viewing	  and	  analysis,	  we	  explore	  and	  examine	  how	  ideas	  about	  nature	  
and	  environmental	  issues	  are	  framed	  and	  represented	  by	  various	  media;	  how	  these	  images	  and	  representations	  
are	  used	  and	  contested	  by	  different	  cultural	  communities;	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  environmental	  ideas	  circulate	  
between	  mass	  and	  digital	  media	  and	  popular	  and	  alternative	  cultures	  in	  North	  America	  and	  the	  world	  today;	  
the	  relationship	  between	  culture	  and	  “environmental	  identities”	  at	  local,	  regional,	  national,	  and	  transnational	  
scales;	  and	  possibilities	  for	  cultivating	  a	  “greener”	  environmental	  culture	  in	  our	  lives	  and	  in	  the	  world.	  
Requirements	  include	  class	  attendance	  and	  participation,	  a	  critical	  cultural	  analysis	  and	  presentation,	  a	  
research	  paper,	  and	  a	  group	  project	  which	  may	  involve	  some	  form	  of	  media	  production.	  



 
  

RATIONALE	  AND	  THEMES	  

Geologists	  today	  are	  debating	  the	  proposal	  that	  the	  Earth	  has	  moved	  into	  an	  entirely	  new	  geological	  epoch,	  the	  
Anthropocene.	  While	  previous	  epochs	  were	  defined	  by	  large-‐scale	  atmospheric,	  biological,	  geological	  and	  glacial	  
events,	  this	  new	  epoch	  is	  defined	  primarily	  by	  human	  impacts	  upon	  the	  planet’s	  biophysical	  processes.	  What	  this	  
implies	  is	  that	  the	  nature	  of	  nature	  may	  be	  changing,	  or	  at	  least	  that	  nature—which	  for	  humans	  has	  more	  often	  
represented	  a	  guarantee	  of	  long-‐term	  stability—is	  unstable	  over	  time.	  	  

In	  recent	  years,	  also,	  humanists	  and	  social	  scientists	  have	  studied	  the	  ways	  that	  the	  idea	  of	  nature	  changes	  in	  
accordance	  with	  sociopolitical	  and	  cultural	  trends.	  Concurrently,	  many	  environmental	  theorists	  and	  activists	  believe	  
that	  the	  ecological	  crisis	  cannot	  be	  effectively	  addressed	  through	  strictly	  technical	  measures,	  because	  they	  are	  
intertwined	  within	  a	  crisis	  of	  politics	  and/or	  of	  values	  and	  worldview.	  In	  other	  words,	  the	  ecological	  crisis	  is	  not	  just	  a	  
scientific	  fact	  to	  be	  solved	  through	  “technological	  fixes”;	  it	  is	  more	  importantly	  a	  cultural	  fact—conceived,	  imagined,	  
and	  discussed	  through	  cultural	  practices—and	  our	  responses	  to	  the	  crisis	  are	  enabled	  as	  well	  as	  constrained	  by	  our	  
cultural	  means	  of	  imagining	  and	  interpreting	  both	  our	  relationship	  to	  nature	  and	  nature	  itself.	  	  

This	  course	  will	  draw	  on	  critical	  social	  and	  cultural	  theory	  to	  study	  some	  ways	  in	  which	  “nature”	  and	  our	  relationship	  
to	  it	  are	  being	  reinterpreted	  in	  the	  light	  of	  the	  ecological	  crisis	  that	  marks	  the	  recognition	  of	  the	  Anthropocene.	  We	  
will	  focus	  on	  culture	  and	  cultural	  practices—including	  music,	  film	  and	  visual	  art,	  print	  and	  digital	  media,	  fashion,	  and	  
protest	  cultures—as	  both	  the	  medium	  through	  which	  and	  the	  terrain	  within	  which	  different	  ideas	  about	  people	  and	  
nature,	  and	  different	  social	  and	  ecological	  relations,	  are	  articulated	  and	  contested.	  	  

To	  do	  this,	  we	  will	  draw	  on	  the	  field	  of	  cultural	  studies,	  which	  has	  provided	  an	  array	  of	  theoretical	  and	  analytical	  tools	  
for	  understanding	  the	  ways	  cultural	  meanings	  circulate	  within	  modern	  society—i.e.,	  the	  ways	  peoples’	  
understandings	  of	  the	  world	  are	  shaped	  by	  institutions,	  political-‐economic	  relations,	  changing	  cultural	  and	  
technological	  forms,	  and	  everyday	  life	  practices.	  With	  its	  in-‐depth	  focus	  on	  popular	  and	  alternative	  cultures	  and	  
subcultures,	  dominant	  or	  hegemonic	  cultural	  formations,	  and	  evolving	  media	  technologies,	  cultural	  studies	  has	  been	  
especially	  concerned	  with	  understanding	  the	  workings	  of	  culture	  in	  relation	  to	  social	  and	  political	  struggles,	  and	  with	  
enhancing	  the	  possibilities	  for	  social	  and	  cultural	  change.	  	  

We	  will	  also	  draw	  on	  the	  related	  fields	  of	  cultural	  geography,	  cultural	  anthropology	  and	  sociology,	  media	  studies,	  
and	  critical	  cultural	  policy	  studies,	  bringing	  these	  to	  bear	  on	  how	  environmental	  issues	  and	  struggles	  are	  imbued	  with	  
relations	  of	  power	  (between	  social	  groups	  as	  well	  as	  between	  humans	  and	  nonhuman	  organisms),	  are	  emotionally	  
and	  affectively	  involving,	  are	  entangled	  within	  individual,	  collective,	  and	  geographically	  situated	  forms	  of	  identity,	  
and	  are	  communicated	  and	  mediated	  through	  images,	  narratives,	  and	  mythic	  and	  iconic	  representations	  that	  
circulate	  within	  complex	  and	  increasingly	  global	  media	  networks.	  

The	  course	  will	  raise	  questions	  such	  as:	  
 How	  is	  “nature”	  (the	  nonhuman,	  the	  environment,	  ecology,	  etc.)	  perceived,	  interpreted,	  and	  represented?	  	  
 What’s	  at	  stake	  in	  these	  perceptions	  and	  representations,	  and	  for	  whom?	  	  
 How	  and	  why	  do	  these	  perceptions/representations	  change	  over	  time,	  and	  how	  do	  such	  changes	  enable	  or	  

constrain	  the	  possibilities	  for	  ecological	  politics	  today?	  

Topics	  to	  be	  covered	  in	  the	  course	  may	  include:	  	  

 concepts	  and	  methods	  in	  cultural	  studies,	  including	  ideology,	  political	  economy,	  hegemony,	  identity	  
construction,	  framing,	  semiotic	  and	  ethnographic	  methods	  for	  analyzing	  texts	  and	  their	  cultural	  reception;	  

 visual	  imagery	  in	  environmental	  communication,	  including	  in	  promotion	  and	  consciousness-‐raising	  around	  
environmental	  causes	  (such	  as	  the	  wilderness	  preservation	  movement	  of	  the	  19th	  century,	  the	  environmental	  
movement	  of	  the	  1960s	  and	  1970s,	  the	  marketing	  of	  “green”	  products,	  and	  so	  on);	  	  

 images	  of	  nature,	  wilderness,	  and	  animals,	  in	  visual	  art	  (including	  landscape	  painting	  and	  photography),	  political	  
discourse,	  product	  marketing,	  childrens’	  culture,	  theme	  parks	  and	  tourism,	  and	  debates	  over	  technological	  
developments	  such	  as	  genetic	  engineering;	  

 rhetorical	  strategies	  and	  the	  framing	  of	  environmental	  issues	  and	  portrayal	  of	  environmental	  activists	  in	  the	  print	  



 
  

media,	  television,	  documentary	  and	  feature	  films;	  

 the	  use	  of	  electronic	  media	  (including	  video	  and	  the	  internet)	  and	  performance	  (theatre,	  dance,	  puppetry,	  ritual)	  
by	  activists,	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  social	  and	  environmental	  movements;	  

 recent	  ecocentric	  and	  socio-‐ecological	  developments	  in	  the	  visual	  arts	  (including	  Earth	  and	  ecological	  art),	  music	  
(from	  popular	  music	  to	  soundscape	  art),	  and	  theatre	  and	  performance	  art;	  

 literary	  and	  media	  depictions	  of	  utopian	  (ecotopian)	  and	  dystopian	  (eco-‐apocalyptic)	  environmental	  imagery.	  	  

This	  year’s	  course	  will	  focus	  in	  particular	  on	  (1)	  the	  visual	  arts,	  including	  the	  growing	  field	  of	  “eco-‐art,”	  (2)	  music	  and	  
the	  recent	  growth	  of	  “ecomusicology,”	  and	  (3)	  the	  idea	  of	  “ecological	  media”	  or	  “ecomedia	  culture.”	  

	  
COURSE	  OBJECTIVES	  
1. The	  course	  will	  introduce	  conceptual	  and	  analytical	  tools	  useful	  for	  understanding	  contemporary	  cultural	  

practices	  through	  an	  ecological	  lens.	  It	  will	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  use	  these	  tools	  in	  analyses	  of	  
cultural	  phenomena	  and	  in	  production	  of	  communicative	  or	  creative	  media	  objects.	  

2. More	  specifically,	  the	  course	  will	  introduce	  students	  to	  the	  fields	  of	  environmental	  cultural	  studies,	  ecocriticism,	  
ecomedia	  studies,	  ecomusicology,	  and	  the	  eco-‐arts.	  

3. The	  course	  is	  especially	  aimed	  at	  undergraduate	  seniors	  and	  graduate	  students	  who	  are	  developing	  thesis	  work	  
involving	  cultural	  analysis	  or	  cultural	  production;	  students	  with	  an	  environmental	  focus	  who	  are	  considering	  
work	  in	  the	  arts,	  literary,	  communication,	  media,	  or	  cultural	  policy	  fields;	  and	  students	  in	  the	  cultural	  or	  
communication	  fields	  who	  are	  interested	  in	  applying	  their	  skills	  to	  environmental	  themes.	  For	  all	  these	  students,	  
the	  course	  aims	  to	  provide	  a	  forum	  for	  the	  development	  and	  refinement	  of	  ideas,	  methods,	  and	  activities.	  	  

	   	  

COURSE	  READING	  

Required	  reading	   	  

1. William	  Cronon,	  ed.	  Uncommon	  Ground:	  Toward	  Reinventing	  Nature.	  W.	  W.	  Norton,	  1995.	  
2. Linda	  Weintraub,	  To	  Life!	  Eco-‐Art	  in	  Pursuit	  of	  a	  Sustainable	  Planet.	  University	  of	  California	  Press,	  2013.	  
3. Mark	  Pedelty,	  Ecomusicology:	  Rock,	  Folk,	  and	  the	  Environment.	  Temple	  University	  Press,	  2012.	  	  
4. Additional	  readings	  will	  be	  made	  available	  electronically	  (through	  Blackboard	  teaching	  software).	  

Recommended	  general	  background	  reading	  (available	  at	  bookstore	  and/or	  library	  reserve)	  

1. John	  R.	  Gold	  and	  George	  Revill,	  Representing	  the	  Environment.	  London	  and	  New	  York:	  Routledge,	  2004.	  
2. Alexander	   Wilson,	   The	   Culture	   of	   Nature:	   North	   American	   Landscape	   from	   Disney	   to	   the	   Exxon	   Valdez.	  

Toronto:	  Between	  the	  Lines,	  1991.	  
3. Robert	  Cox,	  Environmental	  Communication	  and	  the	  Public	  Sphere,	  3d	  ed.	  London:	  Sage,	  2013.	  
4. Julia	   B.	   Corbett,	   Communicating	   Nature:	   How	   We	   Create	   and	   Understand	   Environmental	   Messages.	   Island	  

Press,	  2006.	  
5. Judith	  Hendry,	  Communication	  and	  the	  Natural	  World.	  State	  College,	  PA:	  Strata,	  2010.	  	  
	  

ASSESSMENT	  

Assessment	  will	  consist	  of	  the	  following	  (total	  points	  add	  up	  to	  100):	  
	  
1.	  Attendance	  &	  class	  participation	  	   	   	   	   	   	   20	  
2.	  Reading	  responses	  (3	  @	  5	  pts.	  each)	   	   	   	   	   	   15	  
3.	  Class	  presentation	  (on	  an	  eco-‐artist	  or	  musical	  performer/group)	  	   	   	  5	  
4.	  Critical	  analysis	  paper	  &	  presentation	   	  (proposal:	  5,	  paper:	  15,	  presentation:	  5)	   25	  
5.	  Class	  quizzes	  (3	  @	  5	  pts.	  each)	   	   	   	   	   	   	   15	  
6.	  Performance,	  media	  production,	  or	  policy	  project	  	   	   	   	   20	  



 
  

1.	  	  Attendance,	  reading,	  &	  participation	  	  (20	  pts.)	  
	   The	  course	  will	  take	  a	  seminar	  format,	  and	  readings	  and	  class	  discussions	  will	  be	  of	  primary	  importance	  to	  the	  

success	  of	  the	  class.	  Students	  are	  expected	  to	  attend	  all	  classes	  and	  to	  do	  all	  required	  readings	  in	  preparation	  for	  
their	  discussion	  in	  class.	  Students	  are	  also	  expected	  to	  stay	  up	  to	  date	  on	  blog	  discussions	  (in	  Blackboard).	  
Responses	  to	  blog	  postings	  will	  constitute	  a	  part	  of	  a	  student’s	  participation	  grade.	  Students	  are	  expected	  to	  
participate	  in	  class	  discussions	  in	  an	  informed	  and	  respectful	  manner	  that	  contributes	  to	  the	  collective	  “thinking	  
through”	  of	  the	  issues	  raised.	  	  

	   You	  are	  encouraged	  to	  keep	  a	  journal	  of	  unfamiliar	  terms	  and	  to	  look	  these	  up	  in	  a	  dictionary	  of	  cultural	  or	  critical	  
theory	  or	  to	  bring	  these	  up	  in	  class	  for	  clarification.	  You	  are	  also	  encouraged	  to	  look	  for	  and	  bring	  in	  found	  objects	  
such	  as	  advertisements,	  photographs,	  or	  brief	  video	  clips	  that	  illustrate	  themes	  from	  the	  course	  (see	  Uncommon	  
Ground	  for	  examples	  of	  these).	  	  

	   If	  you	  cannot	  make	  it	  to	  a	  class,	  you	  should	  notify	  me	  ahead	  of	  time.	  Those	  who	  miss	  more	  than	  two	  classes	  
without	  a	  valid	  medical	  or	  emergency	  reason	  will	  automatically	  fail	  the	  course.	  	  

2.	  	  Reading	  responses	  	  (3	  @	  5	  pts.	  =	  15	  pts.)	  

	   Each	  student	  will	  be	  responsible	  for	  preparing	  three	  200-‐300	  word	  written	  responses	  to	  readings,	  which	  will	  be	  
shared	  in	  advance	  of	  classes	  in	  order	  to	  initiate	  discussion	  of	  those	  readings.	  These	  responses	  should	  shed	  
interesting	  insight	  onto	  the	  readings	  by	  bringing	  them	  into	  dialogue	  with	  other	  perspectives	  studied	  in	  the	  course	  
and/or	  by	  incorporating	  background	  information	  on	  the	  author	  or	  context	  in	  which	  the	  reading	  was	  written,	  its	  
historical	  impact,	  and/or	  its	  cultural	  reception.	  For	  a	  full	  grade,	  these	  written	  responses	  must	  be	  shared	  on	  the	  
course	  blog	  by	  Monday	  morning	  at	  9	  a.m.	  prior	  to	  the	  class	  in	  which	  the	  readings	  are	  to	  be	  discussed.	  

3.	  	  Class	  presentation	  on	  an	  eco-‐artist	  or	  musical	  performer/group	  	  (5	  pts.)	  

	   Each	  student	  will	  be	  responsible	  for	  preparing	  a	  5-‐10	  minute	  presentation	  on	  an	  eco-‐artist	  or	  musical	  
performer/group.	  These	  will	  be	  delivered	  either	  on	  March	  18	  (eco-‐art)	  or	  March	  25	  (eco-‐music).	  	  	  

4.	   Critical	  analysis	  paper	  &	  presentation	  on	  an	  ecologically	  relevant	  art,	  media,	  or	  cultural	  
campaign/event/object	  (25	  pts.)	  

Each	  student	  will	  be	  expected	  to	  complete	  a	  research	  paper	  or	  report	  critically	  analyzing	  an	  ecologically-‐themed	  
or	  -‐relevant	  cultural	  or	  media	  product,	  advocacy	  group,	  campaign,	  event,	  or	  other	  form	  of	  ecologically-‐relevant	  
cultural	  communication,	  based	  on	  the	  critical	  approaches	  studied	  in	  the	  course,	  and	  to	  make	  a	  brief	  classroom	  
report	  based	  on	  it.	  This	  can	  be	  done	  either	  singly	  or	  in	  groups,	  according	  to	  topics.	  Group	  work	  will	  carry	  length	  
and	  depth	  requirements	  that	  vary	  accordingly;	  see	  below.	  	  

This	  assignment	  consists	  of	  three	  components:	  

i.	  One-‐page	  proposal	  (worth	  5	  pts.,	  due	  February	  18):	  This	  should	  outline	  the	  object	  of	  your	  analysis,	  your	  specific	  
method(s)	  of	  analysis,	  a	  rationale	  for	  choosing	  this	  method	  in	  relation	  to	  your	  object,	  and	  possible	  outcomes.	  

ii.	  Class	  presentation	  (early	  April,	  worth	  5	  pts.).	  You	  will	  be	  expected	  to	  briefly	  (no	  more	  than	  5	  minutes)	  present	  
the	  results	  of	  your	  analysis.	  Since	  your	  time	  will	  be	  limited,	  it	  is	  expected	  that	  you	  will	  convey	  information	  using	  
visuals,	  such	  as	  a	  handout,	  poster,	  or	  brief	  Power	  Point	  presentation.	  

ii.	  Paper	  (worth	  15	  pts.,	  due	  March	  18):	  These	  should	  be	  written	  in	  a	  scholarly	  format,	  with	  a	  complete	  
bibliography,	  and	  should	  consist	  of	  the	  following	  sections:	  

(a)	  Brief	  introduction	  stating	  the	  topic	  and	  thesis	  (no	  more	  than	  one	  paragraph).	  

(b)	  Description	  of	  the	  object,	  product,	  organization,	  or	  campaign,	  providing	  some	  historical	  background	  where	  
necessary	  (no	  more	  than	  2-‐3	  paragraphs).	  

(c)	  In-‐depth	  analysis	  of	  the	  object.	  This	  should	  refer	  to	  the	  different	  moments	  within	  its	  “cultural	  circuit”	  –	  i.e.,	  
its	  production	  (and	  production	  context),	  distribution,	  consumption,	  and	  so	  forth	  –	  and	  should	  reflect	  on	  the	  
relative	  success	  or	  failure	  of	  the	  product,	  campaign,	  or	  practice	  in	  communicating	  an	  environmental	  



 
  

message,	  generating	  enhanced	  environmental	  awareness,	  or	  bringing	  about	  social	  or	  environmental	  
change.	  (This	  should	  be	  the	  longest	  section	  of	  the	  paper.	  We	  will	  discuss	  the	  “cultural	  circuit”	  idea	  in	  class.)	  	  

(d)	  Brief	  conclusion	  summarizing	  your	  evaluation	  of	  your	  topic	  as	  a	  form	  of	  environmental	  communication	  
(normally	  one	  paragraph).	  

(e)	  Full	  bibliography	  of	  all	  sources,	  in	  APA,	  MLA,	  Chicago	  style	  or	  another	  academically	  recognized	  style.	  It	  is	  
expected	  that	  several	  sources	  will	  come	  from	  course	  readings	  or	  from	  the	  extended	  course	  bibliography.	  

(f)	  (optional)	  Appendix,	  including	  any	  materials	  used	  (e.g.,	  photographs,	  notes	  from	  public	  meetings,	  ad	  
scripts,	  audio	  materials,	  etc.).	  	  

Suggested	  length:	  If	  you	  are	  working	  individually,	  your	  paper	  should	  be	  about	  1400-‐1800	  words,	  or	  about	  5-‐7	  
pages	  in	  length,	  typed,	  1.5-‐spaced,	  in	  Times	  New	  Roman	  12-‐point	  or	  comparably	  sized	  font.	  If	  working	  in	  a	  
group,	  the	  length	  and	  depth	  of	  analysis	  should	  vary	  accordingly,	  i.e.,	  for	  2	  students	  2200-‐3000	  words;	  for	  3	  
students,	  3000-‐4000	  words;	  etc.	  But	  quality	  should	  always	  take	  precedence	  over	  quantity.	  	  

5.	  	   In-‐class	  quizzes	  (2	  @	  5	  pts.	  each	  +	  mid-‐term	  @	  10	  pts.	  =	  20	  pts.)	  
	   Three	  in-‐class,	  multiple-‐choice	  or	  short-‐answer	  quizzes	  will	  cover	  material	  from	  class	  lectures	  and	  readings.	  These	  

will	  take	  place	  on	  February	  11,	  March	  18,	  and	  April	  22.	  

6.	  	  Group	  performance,	  media	  production,	  or	  policy	  project	  	  (15	  pts.)	  

Students	  will	  undertake	  a	  project	  in	  groups	  of	  two	  to	  four	  students.	  The	  intent	  of	  the	  project	  will	  be	  three-‐fold:	  (1)	  
to	  create	  some	  form	  of	  “environmentally	  communicative”	  cultural	  or	  media	  product,	  (2)	  to	  reflect	  on	  what	  and	  
how	  it	  communicates	  its	  message	  and	  to	  evaluate	  its	  success,	  (3)	  to	  present	  it	  in	  some	  form	  to	  the	  class.	  Possible	  
media	  include	  text	  (e.g.,	  short	  story,	  essay	  for	  a	  popular	  magazine,	  op-‐ed	  piece	  for	  a	  newspaper),	  film	  or	  video,	  
photography,	  website,	  audio	  work	  (such	  as	  a	  radio	  program),	  art	  or	  media	  installation,	  theatrical	  performance,	  
etc.	  	  

A	  one-‐	  to	  two-‐page	  proposal	  outlining	  the	  group	  members,	  objectives,	  methods,	  and	  rationale	  will	  be	  due	  by	  or	  
before	  March	  25.	  Class	  presentations	  will	  be	  scheduled	  for	  the	  final	  two	  classes.	  A	  final	  group	  report	  (500-‐1000	  
words;	  details	  to	  be	  provided)	  and	  self-‐evaluation	  (300-‐500	  words)	  will	  be	  due	  by	  May	  8.	  	  

OR	  

	  	   Alternative	  option:	  Individual	  paper/project	  	  (15	  pts.)	  

This	  alternative	  option	  should	  build	  on	  a	  student’s	  critical	  analysis	  paper	  (see	  above)	  in	  the	  direction	  of	  proactive	  
cultural	  production	  or	  theory:	  e.g.,	  a	  policy	  paper	  outlining	  recommendations	  (for	  instance,	  to	  an	  organization	  or	  
local	  or	  national	  body	  with	  power	  to	  carry	  our	  the	  recommendations)	  on	  a	  topic	  critically	  analyzed	  in	  the	  earlier	  
paper;	  a	  theoretical	  or	  philosophical	  paper	  in	  which	  the	  student	  develops	  an	  alternative	  to	  a	  situation	  analyzed	  in	  
the	  critical	  analysis	  paper;	  or	  a	  creative	  work	  involving	  text	  and/or	  another	  medium	  (see	  list	  of	  media	  in	  6a).	  In	  the	  
case	  of	  the	  latter,	  the	  creative	  piece	  should	  include	  an	  introduction	  and	  self-‐reflection	  no	  less	  than	  600	  words	  in	  
length	  contextualizing	  the	  work	  within	  the	  themes	  of	  the	  course	  and	  providing	  a	  rationale	  for	  it	  within	  those	  
themes.	  It	  is	  strongly	  suggested	  that	  this	  paper	  build	  on	  the	  analysis	  presented	  in	  Assignment	  #1	  (but,	  of	  course,	  
variations	  may	  be	  entertained).	  

A	  one-‐page	  proposal	  outlining	  the	  form	  or	  format	  and	  objectives	  will	  be	  due	  on	  March	  25.	  The	  paper	  or	  project	  
will	  be	  due	  on	  May	  8.	  

	  

	  

	   	  



 
  

SCHEDULE	  OF	  TOPICS,	  READINGS	  &	  ACTIVITIES	  
This	  schedule	  is	  tentative	  and	  subject	  to	  change	  

	  
	  
January	  14	  	  	  

INTRODUCTION	  &	  COURSE	  OVERVIEW:	  	  
THE	  ANTHROPOCENE,	  CULTURAL	  STUDIES,	  &	  THE	  ECOLOGICAL	  CRISIS	  
Debating	  the	  human	  role	  in	  Earth	  processes.	  Why	  is	  culture	  important	  for	  the	  environment?	  Introduction	  to	  cultural	  studies	  as	  
field	  and	  as	  practice:	  studying	  the	  production,	  reproduction,	  and	  circulation	  of	  cultural	  meanings	  in	  contemporary	  society.	  
Relationship	  of	  cultural	  studies	  to	  anthropology,	  sociology,	  literary	  studies,	  media	  studies.	  Introduction	  to	  environmental	  
communication,	  ecocriticism,	  and	  environmental	  cultural	  studies.	  	  
	  
	  
January	  21	  

WHAT	  WAS	  NATURE?	  	  
What	  is	  nature?	  Has	  nature	  changed,	  and,	  if	  so,	  what	  was	  it	  up	  until	  recently?	  How	  do	  we	  know	  what	  we	  know	  about	  nature,	  and	  
who	  “speaks	  for”	  it?	  Does	  (or	  should)	  science	  have	  a	  privileged	  relationship	  to	  nature	  compared	  to	  other	  ways	  of	  knowing,	  such	  
as	  art,	  myth,	  religion,	  poetry,	  or	  traditional/rural	  knowledge	  and	  livelihood?	  If	  so,	  why?	  Is	  the	  idea	  of	  nature	  a	  universal	  idea	  or	  a	  
modern	  Western	  social	  construct?	  What	  is	  the	  debate	  over	  the	  social	  construction	  of	  nature?	  How	  has	  the	  idea	  of	  nature	  been	  
used	  historically	  to	  make	  distinctions	  between	  species,	  people,	  genders,	  races,	  classes?	  	  

Required	  reading	  
1.	  Uncommon	  Ground:	  William	  Cronon,	  “Introduction:	  In	  Search	  of	  Nature”	  (and	  “Album:	  Unnatural	  Nature”).	  
2.	  Mick	  Gold,	  “A	  History	  of	  Nature,”	  Geography	  Matters!,	  ed.	  D.	  Massey	  &	  J.	  Allen	  (London:	  Macmillan,	  1984).	  
3.	  Michael	  Watts,	  “Nature:Culture.”	  Read	  pp.	  142-‐145,	  152-‐160.	  

Supplementary	  	  
R.	  Williams,	  "Nature,"	  Keywords,	  Rev.	  ed.	  London:	  Oxford	  U.	  Press,	  1985,	  219-‐224.	  
J.	  D.	  Proctor,	  “Concepts	  of	  nature,	  environmental/ecological,”	  International	  Encyclopedia	  of	  the	  Social	  and	  Behavioral	  Sciences,	  

http://www.lclark.edu/~jproctor/pdf/ISEBS2001.pdf	  	  
C.	  Merchant,	  “Reinventing	  Eden:	  Western	  culture	  as	  a	  recovery	  narrative,”	  Uncommon	  Ground.	  
	  
	  
January	  28	  	  

DREAMING	  NATURE:	  	  
LANDSCAPE,	  MEMORY,	  IDENTITY	  
How	  have	  societies	  shaped	  their	  collective	  identities	  in	  relation	  to	  the	  natural	  world?	  What	  is	  the	  role	  of	  work	  and	  livelihood	  in	  
the	  constitution	  of	  place-‐based	  identities?	  How	  have	  nature	  and	  landscape	  been	  mythicized	  as	  sacred,	  homeland,	  heartland,	  
pilgrimage	  site,	  and	  how	  have	  these	  become	  tools	  for	  struggles	  over	  land	  and	  identity?	  Is	  Western	  culture	  inherently	  nature-‐
phobic,	  or	  does	  it	  have	  its	  own	  myths	  of	  rootedness	  in	  place	  and	  landscape?	  	  	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Simon	  Schama,	  “Introduction”	  &	  “The	  Verdant	  Cross:	  Grizzlies”	  (3-‐19,	  185-‐201),	  Landscape	  and	  Memory	  (NY:	  Knopf,	  1995).	  	  
2-‐4.	  Uncommon	  Ground:	  William	  Cronon,	  “The	  trouble	  with	  wilderness:	  Or,	  getting	  back	  to	  the	  wrong	  nature”;	  A.	  W.	  Spirn,	  

“Constructing	  nature:	  The	  legacy	  of	  Frederick	  Law	  Olmsted”;	  Candace	  Slater,	  “Amazonia	  as	  Edenic	  narrative.”	  
	   	  
	  
February	  4	  

VIEWING	  NATURE:	  	  
LANDSCAPE	  ART,	  PHOTOGRAPHY,	  &	  THE	  VIEW	  FROM	  THE	  ROAD	  	  
Concepts	  in	  Western	  visual	  studies:	  the	  sublime,	  beautiful,	  and	  picturesque;	  the	  gaze;	  the	  magisterial	  gaze.How	  has	  Western	  
society	  privileged	  the	  visual	  mode	  of	  perception	  and	  “enframed”	  nature?	  	  What	  was	  the	  role	  of	  landscape	  visuality	  in	  the	  
construction	  of	  American	  nationalism	  and	  the	  making	  of	  the	  American	  West?	  How	  has	  nature	  been	  constructed	  as	  an	  object	  of	  
visual	  pleasure?	  How	  is	  this	  a	  “gendered”	  gaze?	  How	  has	  Western	  visuality	  influenced	  the	  conservation/environmental	  
movement,	  and	  how	  has	  this	  changed	  in	  the	  age	  of	  cars	  &	  mass/global	  tourism?	  	  



 
  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Alex	  Wilson,	  “The	  view	  from	  the	  road:	  Recreation	  and	  tourism,”	  The	  Culture	  of	  Nature:	  North	  Americna	  Landscape	  form	  
Disney	  to	  the	  Exxon	  Valdez	  (Between	  the	  Lines,	  1991).	  	  

2.	  Daniell	  Cornell,	  “Eliot	  Anderson:	  Average	  Landscapes,”	  De	  Young	  Fine	  Arts	  Museums	  of	  San	  Francisco,	  2007.	  
3.	  Bill	  McKibben,	  “The	  problem	  of	  wildlife	  photography,”	  DoubleTake,	  Fall,	  1997.	  
4.	  Richard	  Misrach,	  “Exceeding	  the	  carrying	  capacity	  of	  the	  West:	  an	  artist’s	  perspective,”	  in	  Holthaus,	  et	  al.,	  A	  Society	  to	  Match	  

the	  Scenery	  (Univ.	  Press	  of	  Colorado,	  1991).	  	  

Supplementary	  
D.	  Bright,	  “The	  machine	  in	  the	  garden	  revisited:	  American	  environmentalism	  &	  photographic	  aesthetics,”	  Art	  Journal,	  1992.	  
	  

	  
February	  11	  

CONSUMING	  NATURE:	  	  
RECREATION,	  “DISNIFICATION,”	  CHILDRENS’	  CULTURE,	  &	  ANIMALS	  
What	  is	  the	  relationship	  between	  the	  environmental	  movement	  and	  consumerism	  (including	  “green	  consumerism”),	  tourism,	  
childrens’	  culture,	  Disney?	  Is	  nature	  recreation	  an	  elite	  or	  white	  phenomenon?	  What	  is	  the	  “theming”	  of	  nature?	  Why	  do	  people	  
(and	  kids)	  love	  whales	  and	  dolphins	  so	  much?	  	  

Reading	  	  
1-‐2.	  Uncommon	  Ground:	  Jennifer	  Price,	  "Looking	  for	  nature	  at	  the	  mall";	  Susan	  Davis,	  “‘Touch	  the	  magic’.”	  	  
3.	  Donna	  Lee	  King,	  “Selling	  environmentalism	  to	  kids,”	  Doing	  Their	  Share	  to	  Save	  the	  Planet	  (Rutgers	  Univ.	  Press,	  1995),	  29-‐53.	  	  

In-‐class	  quiz	  #1	  
	  
	  
February	  18	  

CONTESTING	  NATURE:	  	  
ENVIRONMENTALISM,	  POPULAR	  CULTURE,	  &	  THE	  STRUGGLE	  FOR	  HEGEMONY	  	  
How	  have	  environmentalists	  been	  portrayed	  in	  mass	  media,	  and	  how	  does	  this	  portrayal	  affect	  environmentalism	  and	  its	  
perception	  in	  society	  at	  large?	  What	  is	  the	  “public	  sphere”	  and	  how	  is	  it	  changing	  in	  a	  digital	  media	  world?	  What	  are	  ideology	  and	  
hegemony,	  and	  how	  are	  they	  related	  to	  mass	  and	  digital	  media?	  Are	  media	  audiences	  active	  or	  passive?	  How	  can	  viewers	  shape	  
the	  meanings	  produced	  in	  media?	  What	  was/is	  the	  debate	  over	  the	  “death	  of	  environmentalism”?	  Should	  the	  environmental	  
movement	  be	  replaced	  by	  something	  else	  (larger,	  more	  broad-‐based,	  more	  social-‐justice	  oriented,	  etc.)?	  How	  can	  
environmentalists	  make	  use	  of	  mass,	  electronic,	  and/or	  alternative	  media	  to	  build	  viable	  &	  effective	  coalitions	  with	  other	  groups	  
for	  the	  transformation	  of	  society?	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Dick	  Hebdige,	  “From	  Culture	  to	  Hegemony,”	  Subculture:	  The	  Meaning	  of	  Style	  (Methuen,	  1979).	  	  
2.	  Kevin	  M.	  DeLuca,	  Image	  Politics,	  pp.	  92-‐118,	  and	  124-‐128.	  	  
3-‐4.	  Uncommon	  Ground:	  James	  Proctor,	  “Whose	  nature?	  The	  contested	  moral	  terrain	  of	  ancient	  forests”;	  Richard	  White,	  “Are	  

you	  an	  environmentalist	  or	  do	  you	  work	  for	  a	  living?”	  

Supplementary	  
Robert	  Cox,	  “Environmental	  Advocacy	  Campaigns,”	  Environmental	  Communication	  and	  the	  Public	  Sphere.	  
M.	  Shellenberger	  and	  T.	  Nordhaus,	  “The	  death	  of	  environmentalism,”	  Grist,	  13	  Jan	  2005,	  http://www.grist.org/news/	  

maindish/2005/01/13/doe-‐reprint/	  and	  responses	  at	  	  http://www.grist.org/news/maindish/2005/01/13/little-‐responses.	  	  
D.	  Easter,	  “Activism	  in	  a	  moderate	  world:	  media	  portrayals	  and	  audience	  interpretations	  of	  environmental	  activism,”	  in	  Muir	  and	  

Veenendall,	  Earthtalk:	  Communication	  Empowerment	  for	  Environmental	  Action	  (London:	  Praeger,	  1996).	  	  
Harold	  Schlechtweg,	  “Media	  frames	  and	  environmental	  discourse:	  the	  case	  of	  'Focus:	  Logjam',”	  in	  Cantrill	  and	  Oravec,	  The	  

Symbolic	  Earth:	  Discourse	  and	  Our	  Creation	  of	  the	  Environment	  (Univ.	  Press	  of	  Kentucky,	  1996).	  	  
Free	  Press.net,	  ‘Who	  owns	  the	  media?’,	  http://www.freepress.net/content/ownership.	  	  
Media	  ownership	  chart	  at	  www.mediachannel.org/ownership/chart.shtml	  	  

Critical	  analysis	  paper	  proposal	  due	  

	  



 
  

	  
February	  	  25	  

ECO-‐ART:	  	  
FROM	  GARDENS	  TO	  EARTHWORKS	  TO	  ECOLOGICAL	  ART	  
How	  have	  landscape	  design,	  gardening,	  and	  parks	  evolved	  over	  the	  centuries,	  and	  what	  does	  this	  say	  about	  ideas	  of	  nature?	  
What	  is	  “land	  art,”	  “earth	  art,”	  and	  “ecological	  art”?	  What	  is	  art	  as	  social	  practice?	  What	  are	  artists	  doing	  today	  to	  address	  the	  
ecological	  and	  climate	  crises?	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Linda	  Weintraub,	  To	  Life!	  	  Pp.	  5-‐50	  
	  

March	  4	  
SPRING	  BREAK	  –	  NO	  CLASS	  
	  
	  
March	  11	  

ECO-‐ART	  PRACTICE	  
Student	  presentations	  on	  eco-‐art	  pioneers	  and	  explorers.	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Linda	  Weintraub,	  To	  Life!	  	  Read:	  Ant	  Farm,	  Beuys,	  Haacke,	  Harrisons,	  Sonfist,	  Ukeles,	  and	  at	  least	  2	  other	  sections	  from	  

“Twentieth-‐century	  Eco-‐Art	  Pioneers”	  chapters;	  and	  your	  choice	  of	  8	  sections	  from	  “Twenty-‐First-‐Century	  Eco	  Art	  Explorers”	  
chapter.	  

2.	  Mark	  Dion,	  “Interview	  with	  Mierle	  Laderman	  Ukeles,”	  in	  Dion	  and	  Rockman,	  eds.,	  Concrete	  Jungle,	  NY:	  Juno.	  	  
	  
	  
March	  18	  

TOPIC	  TBA	  

Mid-‐term	  quiz	  	  

Meet	  in	  groups	  to	  develop	  project	  proposals	  

	  
	  
	  
March	  25	  

ACOUSTIC	  ECOLOGY	  &	  THE	  ECOLOGY	  OF	  MUSIC	  
How	  have	  musicians	  and	  composers	  responded	  to	  the	  ecological	  crisis?	  What	  is	  acoustic	  ecology?	  What	  is	  ecomusicology?	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Kendall	  Wrightson,	  “An	  introduction	  to	  acoustic	  ecology,”	  Soundscape:	  Journal	  of	  Acoustic	  Ecology	  1.	  1	  (2000),	  10-‐13.	  
2.	  Charles	  Keil	  and	  Steven	  Feld,	  “From	  schizophonia	  to	  schismogenesis:	  On	  the	  discourses	  and	  commodification	  practices	  of	  

‘world	  music’	  and	  ‘world	  beat’,”	  in	  Music	  Grooves:	  Essays	  and	  Dialogues	  (Univ.	  of	  Chicago	  Press,	  1994).	  
3.	  Pedelty,	  Ecomusicology,	  Introduction	  and	  ch.	  1,	  “Pop	  goes	  the	  planet”	  	  

Project	  proposals	  due	  
	   	  
	  
April	  1	  

ECOLOGICAL	  THEMES	  IN	  POPULAR	  MUSIC	  
Student	  presentations	  on	  musicians	  and	  composers	  pursuing	  ecological	  themes.	  	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Pedelty,	  Ecomusicology,	  ch.	  2	  (“The	  musical	  nation”)	  and	  ch.	  3	  (“Regional	  geography	  in	  song”)	  	  
	  
	  



 
  

	  
April	  8	  

LOCAL	  NATURES:	  TOWARD	  LOCAL	  FOOD,	  MUSIC,	  ART	  &	  PERFORMANCE	  CULTURES	  
How	  have	  environmental	  and	  social	  justice	  movements	  made	  use	  of	  elements	  of	  performance,	  theater,	  and	  drama	  in	  activism?	  	  
What	  are	  the	  virtues	  of	  localism	  and	  “slowness”	  in	  food	  and	  cultural	  activism?	  What	  are	  its	  limitations?	  How	  can	  cities	  and	  
communities	  	  

Reading	  	  
1.	  Pedelty,	  Ecomusicology,	  ch.	  4	  (“Local	  music”)	  and	  Conclusion	  	  
2.	  TBA	  

Critical	  analysis	  papers	  due	  
	  
	  
April	  15	  

CULTURE	  JAMMING,	  INDEPENDENT	  MEDIA,	  &	  SUBCULTURAL	  ECOLOGIES	  
Traditions	  of	  counterculture:	  from	  Romantics	  and	  bohemians	  to	  hippies,	  punks,	  and	  anti-‐globalization	  activists.	  Is	  ‘hipness’	  a	  
threat	  to	  mainstream	  (capitalist)	  culture,	  or	  its	  vanguard?	  	  
How	  have	  environmental	  and	  social	  justice	  activists	  made	  use	  of	  alternative	  and	  new	  media?	  	  Audio,	  video,	  and	  internet	  activism	  
and	  production	  techniques;	  ‘culture	  jammers’	  and	  media	  guerillas.	  	  

Reading	  	  
TBA	  

Brief	  paper	  presentations	  
	  
	  
April	  22	  

TECHNONATURE:	  GLOBAL	  MEDIA,	  SIMULATED	  NATURE,	  &	  DIGITAL	  ECOLOGIES	  	  
How	  have	  film,	  television,	  satellite	  imagery	  &	  digital	  media	  portrayed	  nature	  and	  the	  nonhuman?	  How	  is	  the	  ‘ecology’	  of	  visual	  &	  
new	  media	  systems	  evolving	  today,	  and	  what	  is	  its	  relationship	  to	  ‘natural	  ecologies’?	  	  
Can	  nature	  be	  recreated?	  What	  happens	  to	  nature	  in	  an	  era	  of	  simulations,	  theme	  parks,	  artificial/digital	  life,	  genetic	  
engineering?	  

Reading	  	  
Bram	  Buscher,	  “Nature	  2.0,”	  Geoforum	  44	  (2013):1-‐3.	  
Bram	  Buscher	  and	  Jim	  Igoe,	  “‘Prosuming	  conservation?	  Web	  2.0,	  nature	  and	  the	  intensitication	  of	  value-‐producing	  labour	  in	  late	  

capitalism,”	  Journal	  of	  Consumer	  Culture	  13.3	  (2013):285-‐305.	  
Fernando	  Elichirigoity,	  “The	  emergence	  of	  the	  global	  Earth”	  and	  “A	  new	  regime	  of	  machine	  vision,”	  Planet	  Management:	  Limits	  

to	  Growth,	  Computer	  Simulation,	  and	  the	  Emergence	  of	  Global	  Spaces	  (Northwestern	  Univ.	  Press,	  1999).	  

	  
	  
April	  29	  

GROUP	  PRESENTATIONS	  /	  EXHIBITION	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



 
  

	  

APPENDIX	  	  -‐	  COURSE	  RESOURCES	  

I. BACKGROUND	  READING:	  TOPICAL	  BIBLIOGRAPHIES	  	  

	  
Environmental	  Communication	  &	  Cultural	  Studies	  (general;	  incl.	  Ecocriticism)	  
Alaimo,	  Stacy.	  Undomesticated	  Ground:	  Recasting	  Nature	  as	  Feminist	  Space.	  Cornell	  University	  Press,	  2000.	  
Anderson,	  Alison.	  Media,	  Culture,	  and	  the	  Environment.	  Rutgers	  Univ.	  Press,	  1997.	  
Braun,	  Bruce,	  The	  Intemperate	  Rainforest:	  Nature,	  Culture,	  and	  Power	  on	  Canada’s	  West	  Coast.	  Minneapolis:	  Univ.	  of	  Minnesota	  Press,	  2002.	  
Bryld,	  Mette	  and	  Nina	  Lykke.	  Cosmodolphins:	  Feminist	  Cultural	  Studies	  of	  Technology,	  Animals	  and	  the	  Sacred.	  Zed,	  2000.	  	  
Buell,	  Frederick,	  From	  Apocalypse	  to	  Way	  of	  Life:	  Environmental	  Crisis	  in	  the	  American	  Century.	  London:	  Routledge,	  2003.	  
Buell,	  Lawrence,	  The	  Future	  of	  Environmental	  Criticism:	  Environmental	  Crisis	  and	  Literary	  Imagination.	  Blackwell,	  2005.	  
Buell,	  Lawrence,	  Writing	  for	  an	  Endangered	  World:	  Literature,	  Culture,	  and	  Environment	  in	  the	  U.S.	  and	  Beyond.	  Belknap/Harvard	  Univ.	  

Press,	  2001.	  	  
Cantrill,	  J.G.,	  and	  C.	  L.	  Oravec	  (eds.).	  The	  Symbolic	  Earth:	  Discourse	  and	  Our	  Creation	  of	  the	  Environment.	  Lexington:	  Univ.	  Press	  of	  

Kentucky,	  1996.	  	  	  
Coupe,	  Laurence	  (ed.).	  The	  Green	  Studies	  Reader:	  From	  Romanticism	  to	  Ecocriticism.	  Routledge,	  2000.	  
Cox,	  Robert,	  Environmental	  Communication	  and	  the	  Public	  Sphere.	  London:	  Sage,	  2006,	  2010	  (2nd	  ed.),	  2013	  (3rd	  ed.).	  
Davis,	  Susan	  G.	  Spectacular	  Nature:	  Corporate	  Culture	  and	  the	  Sea	  World	  Experience.	  Berkeley:	  U.	  of	  California	  Press,	  1997.	  
DeLuca,	  Kevin	  M.	  Image	  Politics:	  The	  New	  Rhetoric	  of	  Environmental	  Activism.	  New	  York:	  Guilford,	  1999.	  
Dobrin,	  Sidney	  and	  Kenneth	  Kidd.	  Wild	  Things:	  Childrens’	  Culture	  and	  Ecocriticism.	  Wayne	  State	  Univ.	  Press,	  2004.	  
Franklin,	  Sarah,	  Celia	  Lury,	  and	  Jackie	  Stacey.	  Global	  Nature,	  Global	  Culture.	  London:	  SAGE,	  2000.	  
Ganser,	  Alexandra	  and	  Vibha	  Arora,	  eds.,	  Eco-‐Cultures:	  Culture	  Studies	  and	  the	  Environment,	  ReConstruction	  7.	  2	  (2007),	  

http://reconstruction.eserver.org/072/contents072.shtml.	  	  
Garrard,	  Greg.	  Ecocriticism.	  Routledge,	  2004.	  
Glotfelty,	  Cheryl	  and	  Harold	  Fromm,	  eds.,	  The	  Ecocriticism	  Reader:	  Landmarks	  in	  Literary	  Ecology.	  U.	  of	  Georgia	  Press,	  1996.	  
Gold,	  John	  R.	  and	  George	  Revill.	  Representing	  the	  Environment.	  London	  and	  New	  York:	  Routledge,	  2004.	  
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Udin,	  Lisa	  and	  Pter	  Hobbs,	  eds.	  “Nature	  Loving,”	  Invisible	  Culture	  9	  (special	  issue),	  

http://www.rochester.edu/in_visible_culture/Issue_9/title9.html.	  	  
Wilson,	  Alex	  1991.	  The	  Culture	  of	  Nature:	  North	  American	  Landscape	  from	  Disney	  to	  the	  Exxon	  Valdez.	  Toronto:	  Between	  the	  Lines.	  
	  
Cultural	  and	  Historical	  Perspectives	  on	  Nature	  
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