University of Wisconsin Oshkosh ~ Department of Religious Studies & Anthropology     

Course Syllabus ~ Fall 2002


87-275 

Myth and Mystery



Class Hours:  Wed 6-9 pm

Instructor:  Dr. Adrian Ivakhiv, Swart 320, 424-0848, ivakhiv@uwosh.edu
Office hours:  Tue & Thur: 11:15-11:45 am, 3:00-4:15 pm, or by appointment

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION

An introduction to major theoretical perspectives on myth, magic, mysticism, and the sacred, with an emphasis on mysterious and extraordinary phenomena (e.g., ghostly apparitions, apocalyptic prophecies, extraterrestrial contact, and so on) and the fascination they evoke in the contemporary world.  
FULL COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

We often think of myths as other  people’s beliefs – for instance, those of the ancient Greeks or Romans – or as stories that were once believed to be true but no longer are, because ‘now we know better.’ Understood more broadly, however, myths can be defined as ‘compelling narratives,’ stories that give meaning to our lives and to our world(s). Like all societies, ours generates its own myths – national, religious, scientific, and cultural myths of many kinds. This course will assume that the question of whether these myths are ‘true’ or not is less important than the question of what they might mean  and of how they affect our behavior and shape our lives. In other words, we will explore what myths do for people and what religious, social, political, and psychological functions they serve. We will examine the connection between myth and magic (the possibility of effecting change in the world through supernatural or extraordinary means), ritual, and mystical and transcendental experience. 

The primary organizing idea for the course will be the notion that myths provide compelling narratives. As meaningful stories, they organize our lives by providing accounts of the past (creation and origin myths), the future (destiny, apocalypse or deliverance myths), and the present (myths outlining our place in time and in space, the meaning of life, death, illness and disease, conflict, the nature and structure of society, and other features of human life). This will therefore be a course in mythography (the study of myth), but also – following the ancient philosopher’s dictum to ‘Know thyself’ – a course in critical thinking towards deepening our understanding of ourselves and our society.

If myth – or mythmaking – describes the human endeavor to give meaning to the world, then ‘mystery’ aptly describes the world’s elusiveness and resistance in the face of our attempts to ‘capture’ it in our stories and explanations. The dialectical* relationship between these two tendencies expresses itself in various ways: for instance, when the effort to impose meaning becomes too strong – out of a desire for certainty, for security, or for social or political power – it becomes ideological and oppressive; ultimately, it engenders movements of utopian or revolutionary resistance and creative transformation. The activity of mythmaking draws on both of these impulses – the conservative impulse to secure and preserve a ‘sacred order’ in the face of uncertainty and chaos, and the creative or even revolutionary impulse to ‘stir things up’ and transform an old and ailing order into a new one. In a sense, mythmaking takes place in the midst of this dialectic – this interactive give-and-take between stability and transformation, between encrusted ideology and envisioned utopia. Myths serve to stabilize and unify a society; but, at the same time, their telling and repetition always changes the myths themselves, allowing people to creatively adapt to their ever-changing surroundings and to accommodate the paradoxes and uncertainties of living in a universe that, ultimately, remains elusive and never fully knowable.

In its structure, the course will follow a thematic thread weaving between theoretical readings presenting a diversity of perspectives on myth, magic, and mysticism (including social functionalist, psychological, religious, and neurophysiological perspectives), and historical and contemporary case studies taken from literature, film, popular culture, and mainstream and alternative religious expression. Themes will include creation and destruction, apocalypse and deliverance, fertility and regeneration, Exodus and the Promised Land, encounters with aliens, angels, and cosmic messengers, heroes and monsters, and representations of the divine feminine. Our case studies will range from ancient themes (found in the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Book of Genesis, the Book of Revelation, and other traditional sources) to the poetry of William Blake, T. S. Eliot, and Jim Morrison, recent films such as Apocalypse Now, Alien, Signs, the television series The X-Files, the music of Bruce Springsteen and Bob Marley, and popular novels on religious and mythic themes (such as The Celestine Prophecy and the Left Behind series).             

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. 
To introduce and acquaint students with some of the major scholarly perspectives on myth and mythology, magic, and mystical experience. 
2.
To promote and facilitate the development of critical skills in reading and interpreting all forms of mythic thinking and expression, ranging from mythic stories of past and other cultures to the those that circulate in North American popular culture today (including various scientifically unsanctioned beliefs).

3. 
To introduce students to some of the cross-cultural diversity of mythic themes, as well as the ways in which these themes are reshaped and reinvented in our own society, influencing the ways people think and act in the world. 

4.
Flowing out of the above objectives, to promote and facilitate a deeper understanding of ourselves and our society.

REQUIRED READING

1. Laurence Coupe, Myth. London: Routledge, 1997 (0-415-13494-3). Listed as MYTH below.

2. Course reader. Available at UW Oshkosh Bookstore. Listed as [CR] below.

3. Class hand-outs (listed as [HO] below) and Web-based readings (urls listed below).

3. Choice of a novel from the following list:

Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins, Left Behind

James Redfield, The Celestine Prophecy

Starhawk, The Fifth Sacred Ring

Hermann Hesse, Siddhartha, available on-line at http://www.online-literature.com/hesse/siddhartha/ 

Carlos Castaneda, Tales of Power

Note: Although these books deal with religious or spiritual themes and (with one exception) purportedly represent specific religious traditions, they are fictional and should not be taken as representative of those traditions. 

GENERAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING

Glucklich, Ariel. The End of Magic. Oxford University Press, 1997.

Doty, William. Mythography.  2nd edition. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2000.  This is a basic reference handbook on the study of myth. 

Dundes, Alan, ed. Sacred Narrative: Readings in the Theory of Myth. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984. A collection of ‘classic’ readings in the study of myth and mythology.

Segal, Robert, ed. Theories of Myth. New York: Garland Press, 1996.



Segal, Robert, ed. Theorizing about Myth.  Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1999. 

Ellwood, Robert.  The Politics of Myth: A Study of C. G. Jung, Mircea Eliade, and Joseph Campbell. Albany: SUNY Press, 1999. 

Doniger, Wendy. The Implied Spider: Politics and Theology in Myth.  New York:  Columbia University Press, 1998.

O'Flaherty, Wendy Doniger. Other People's Myths: The Cave of Echoes. New York: Macmillan, 1988.

USEFUL REFERENCE SECTION 

On myth & mythology

James Elkins’ Archaeology of Myth site:  http://www.wvu.edu/~lawfac/jelkins/mythweb99/webresources.html 

Various mythology sources:  http://www.yourbooklink.com/mythsandfolktales/myths/ 

Michael Webster’s mythology links:  http://faculty.gvsu.edu/websterm/Mythcourseindex.htm 

Foklore & Mythology Electronic Texts: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html
Folklore & Fairy Tale Web Site Links: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folklinks.html
Folklore, Myth & Legend: http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/storfolk.html 

Mything Links: http://www.mythinglinks.org/
On anomalous phenomena, weird beliefs, and the science-pseudoscience debate

Jerome Clark, ed., Encyclopedia of strange and unexplained physical phenomena. Detroit: Gale Research, 1993. Available in the Reference Section of Polk Library ~ Q173 .C554 1993. 

Michael Shermer, “How thinking goes wrong: Twenty-five fallacies that lead us to believe weird things”
Henry H. Bauer, Science or Pseudoscience: Magnetic Healing, Psychic Phenomena, and Other Heterodoxies Urbana and Chicago: Univ. of Illinois Press, 2001.

George P. Hansen, “CSICOP and the Skeptics: An Overview,” The Journal of the 
American Society for Psychical Research, Volume 86, No. 1, January 1992, pp. 19-63. Available at http://www.tricksterbook.com/ArticlesOnline/CSICOPoverview.htm 

Survival Science’s Debunking the Debunkers home page: http://www.survivalscience.org/debunk/default.shtml
Dean Radin’s Filed Guide to Skepticism: http://www.survivalscience.org/debunk/radin1.shtml
David Hess. Science in the New Age: The Paranormal, Its Defenders and Debunkers, and American Culture. 

See also the web sites listed under specific topics below. And check the BlackBoard course web site regularly!!

REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

20%
Reading log  (5 weekly reading log entries)







25%
Two in-class exams: 
Midterm ~ October 16 (10%)






Final ~ December 13 (15%)


15%
In-class presentation (individual or group)

30%
Research paper



10%
Attendance and class participation



1. Reading log (5 x 4% = 20%)

You will be required to hand in five reading logs (1½  to 2 pages, typed and double-spaced, each) over the course of the term, at least two of which should be handed in by October 2, three by October 16, and all five by December 4. In most weeks you will be provided with a set of questions to be answered, but there may be exceptions (i.e., weeks without reading logs), so it will be unwise to procrastinate with your logs. The questions will be intended to make sure that you have understood the key concepts of the readings, and to allow you to reflect on and respond to the readings, thinking through their meaning and relevance in relation to the course themes. 

Each log must be handed in on time at the beginning of the class in which the readings are to be discussed. (Late submission will not be accepted.) Each of the five logs will be worth 4% each, with half of the grade (2%) being for simply doing the assignment (i.e., responding to all the questions) on time, and the other half (2%) being for the quality of your responses and the clarity of your writing.

Logs will not normally be graded for quality on an individual basis, though you may sometimes get comments or a rough grade to let you know how you are doing. Original copies of all of reading logs (including any instructor’s comments) must be resubmitted on or by December 4.

2. Two in-class exams (10% + 15%  = 25%)

The midterm exam will cover all the material from the first half of the course.

The final exam will be a take-home exam covering mainly material from the second half of the course, though there will be reference to ideas and theoretical perspectives discussed in the first part of the course as well. You will be expected to have read one of the novels on the list of optional novels (under ‘Required readings’) given above (or another relevant novel to be confirmed with the instructor)

3. Option A: Individual in-class presentation (15%)

Each student will be required to prepare and deliver one eight-to-ten-minute (or so) presentation on a reading or a topic related to the readings for a given week. You will be expected to propose a reading or topic (in writing, or by e-mail using the Subject line “RS 275 Presentation Proposal”) for confirmation with the instructor at least one week in advance of your presentation.

The presentation should address background issues (historical, biographical, intra-textual, et al.) related to the author or the topic, and to connect the article or topic with other readings we have done in the class or with a current issue or topic you have found elsewhere (e.g., in the media, in your everyday environment, etc.). 

These will be graded based on the following three criteria: (1) your effort at researching the topic and finding some appropriate materials with which to enhance class discussion, and (2) your ability to arouse interest in other students and to elicit discussion on course readings/themes, raising issues or questions of relevance to the course. Due to the short duration of these presentations, you will not be expected to make use of additional media (e.g., handouts, overheads, videos, etc.); but please feel free to incorporate such materials (within the time allotted) if you think they will enhance your presentation.

OR

Option B: Group presentation (15%)

This will be the same as above, except that groups – which may be from 2 to 5 students in size – will be required to prepare a written proposal describing your topic, a preliminary list of sources (4-5 at minimum), and a note indicating you will divide the labor among the members of the group. This group proposal is to be handed in at least one week in advance of the presentation. Your presentation date should be scheduled at least two weeks ahead of the class in which you will present.

Group presentations will be required to utilize some additional medium/media, such as overheads, Power Point, video, handouts, etc., as appropriate. Duration of presentation should be roughly 8-10 minutes per presenter (16-20 minutes for two students, 24-30 mins. for three, etc., up to a maximum of 45 minutes for groups of five).

Group presenters will also be required to hand in a brief annotated bibliography of sources you (individually) used in the presentation (normally a minimum of 3-4 sources should be consulted).

4. Research paper (30%)

You will be expected to choose a topic from a list of options (to be handed out in class) and to interpret that topic from at least three different theoretical perspectives discussed in the course. 

You are required to hand in a proposal on November 6 (worth 5%), which should include the topic, your approach to that topic (referring to readings or approaches discussed in class), and a preliminary bibliography of no less than 4-5 sources. 

Draft versions of the paper (not for submission, but for class presentation) are due on December 4. You will be required to present a five-minute presentation of your paper in one of the final two classes. Further instructions will be announced later in the course.

Final versions of the paper (worth 25%) are due December 11. 

5. Attendance & class participation  (10%)



You will be expected to 

(1) attend classes regularly: students who miss the equivalent of three full classes will suffer a full-letter grade reduction (e.g., from C to D); those missing four classes or more will fail the course.
(2) participate in class discussions in an informed, thoughtful, fair and respectful manner, in a way that demonstrates that you have read and done your best to understand the course readings, and that contributes to the collective “thinking through” of the issues raised by the readings and course themes;
(3) prepare responses to the readings, to be shared in class discussions.

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS

	DATE

	TOPIC AND THEMES
	READINGS


	ASSIGNMENTS & DEADLINES

	1

Sept 4
	Introduction: magic, mystery, and the appeal of the mythic

Definitions of myth. 

Mythos versus logos. 

Myth and the world’s allusiveness; mystery and the world’s elusiveness.
	
	

	2

Sept 11
	The social functions of myth and magic

Are myth and magic forms of primitive science? (E. Tylor) 

How do they enable a society to survive in an uncertain world? (Frazer) 

How does myth (and ritual) act as ‘social glue’ enabling a society to stay together? (Durkheim, Malinowski)


	Required:

1. Wendy Doniger O’Flaherty, ‘What a myth is and is not’, from Other Peoples’ Myths: The Cave of Echoes (New York: Macmillan, 1988), pp. 25-33. [CR]

2. Phillips Stevens, Jr., “Meanings of ‘magic’,” pp. 32-33. [CR]

3. Bronislaw Malinowski, ‘The role of myth in life’ [CR]

4. James G. Frazer, http://www.bartleby.com/196/  (also available on reserve at Polk Library). Read the first four paragraphs of Chapter 1 (‘The king of the wood’) and the first part of chapter 3 ‘Sympathetic magic’ (‘The principles of magic’), skimming the remainder of chapter 3.
	

	3

Sept 18


	Chaos, order, and the renewal of the world (I)

Dying and resurrecting gods (from Osiris to Jesus to Arthur). 

War, Viet Nam, and other ‘hearts of darkness.’ 

Eliot’s ‘Waste land.’ 

The Grail mysteries and the cauldron of regeneration.

Viewing: Apocalypse Now (dir. Frances Ford Coppola, 1979 or 2001 ‘director’s cut’; excerpts).
	Required:

1. Coupe, Introduction and ch. 1, ‘Order,’ MYTH (pp 1-42).

2. T. S. Eliot, ‘The Waste Land.’ 

Note: There are numerous web sites that include the poem alongside notes and commentaries. For the poem alone (with Eliot’s own notes at the bottom), see http://www.bartleby.com/201/1.html . 

For a detailed, multiple-hyperlinked version, see Rickard A. Parker, “Exploring ‘The Waste Land,’” at http://world.std.com/~raparker/exploring/thewasteland/explore.html
A slightly easier to navigate hyperlinked version is at http://eliotswasteland.tripod.com/ .

Others sites include: http://www.library.utoronto.ca/utel/rp/poems/wastland.html and http://www.geocities.com/~spanoudi/poems/eliot01.html  


	

	4

Sept 27
	Chaos, order, and the renewal of the world (II)

The phenomenology of the sacred (Eliade).

Creation myth. 

Tragic and comic myth. Myth as conservative (Eliot) and as radical (Joyce, Blake). 

Apollo and Dionysus. Rock music as Dionysian religion.

Everyday myth: days of the week.

Listening (in class): Readings of poetry by T. S. Eliot and Jim Morrison.
	Required:

1. Coupe, ‘Chaos,’ MYTH ch. 2.

2. Mircea Eliade, ‘Cosmogonic myth and “sacred history”’ [CR], pp. 137-46. 

3. Eliade, ‘Sacred history, history, historicism’ [CR], pp. 104-107. 

4. Creation stories: Mesopotamian: Enuma Elish (pp. 18-23), Hebrew: Genesis (24-29), Indian: Rig Veda and Upanishads (29-31), Hopi: Spider Woman (36-39), Boshongo: Bumba’s Creation (39-40), Modern: Big Bang (41-42), all from D. A. Leeming, The World of Myth (Oxford Univ. Press, 1992). [CR]

5. ‘The power of seven,’ The Economist Dec 22, 2001. [HO]

	

	5

Oct 2


	Apocalypse and deliverance

Why do apocalyptic themes recur so frequently in western (and other) societies? What do they signify?

Apocalyptic thinking as conservative reaction to change and as radical/liberationist critique of social oppression.

The ‘Ghost Dance’ in late 19th century Native America.

Listening: Robbie Robertson’s music from The Native Americans



	Required:

1. Coupe, ‘Ends,’ MYTH ch. 3.

2. Stanley Young, ‘The End: countdown to the millenium’ [CR], pp. 8-21.

3. Michael Shermer, ‘God and the Ghost Dance’ [CR].

Supplementary resources:


4. The Book of Revelation, beginning http://www.kjvbible.org/kjvbible/B66C001.htm . (This is the King James Version; feel free to read others, readily available on the web.)

5. L. Michael White’s commentary on the Book of Revelation, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/apocalypse/revelation/white.html
6. PBS Scholars’ roundtable on apocalypticism, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/apocalypse/roundtable/
or http://clawww.lmu.edu/faculty/fjust/Apocalyptic_Links.htm

	At least TWO reading logs should have been handed in by today.



	6

Oct 9
	The mythopoeic dialectic; 

Exodus and the ‘Promised Land’

Ideology and utopia; allegory (domesticated myth) versus potentiality or ‘radical typology’ (wild myth). 

The religious imagination of William Blake.

Bob Marley: Exodus and the return to Zion.

Bruce Springsteen and the American ‘Promised Land’ 

Listening: selections from Bruce Springsteen and Bob Marley.


	Required:

1. Coupe, ‘Truth,’ MYTH ch. 4.

2. Wendy Doniger, ‘Micromyths, macromyths, and multivocality’ [CR].

3. Selections from William Blake. Available on web (urls to be announced).

4. McCarthy, ‘Deliver me from nowhere: Bruce Springsteen and the myth of the American Promised Land’ [CR].
	

	7

Oct 16
	Psychological and structuralist theories of myth and magic

How does myth compensate for unconscious desires and fears? (Freud)  

Does myth reflect the ‘collective unconscious’ of humanity? (Jung)  If so, what are the archetypes that make up that collective unconscious?

Is there a ‘deep structure’ underlying myth and the human mind? (Lévi-Strauss)

Review in preparation for the midterm exam.

Viewing: World Within or Wisdom of the Dream, Joseph Campbell/Bill Moyers selections


	Required:

1. Coupe, ‘Psyche,’ MYTH ch. 5.

2. Robert A. Segal, ‘Jung on mythology, ’pp. 67-74, 77-84, 87-95 (skip the “Earlier psychological interpretations of myth” section on p. 89). [CR]

3. Carl Jung, ‘Aion: Phenomenology of the self,’ pp. 139-162. [CR] 

For review purposes:

4. Michael Webster, Twelve ways of interpreting myth available at http://faculty.gvsu.edu/websterm/ways.htm  


	At least THREE reading logs should have been handed in by today



	8

Oct 23
	Frontier encounters: heroes, monsters, and the gender dynamic

Hero and monster myths: psychoanalytical and gender analyses

Frontier and colonization myths.

Outer space as the ‘final frontier’

Viewing: Bill Moyers/Joseph Campbell: The Hero’s Adventure; excerpts from Star Wars and/or Star Trek
	Required:

1. Joseph Campbell, ‘The keys,’ from The Hero with a Thousand Faces. [CR]

2. Marina Warner, ‘Boys will be boys,’ Six Myths of Our Time, 25-42. [CR]

3. Coupe, MYTH, pp. 185-190.

4. Janice H. Rushing, ‘Evolution of “the new frontier” in Alien and Aliens: patriarchal cooptation of the feminine archetype’. [CR]

Recommended:

5. Legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, web sites T.B.A.


	MIDTERM EXAM (covering material up to and including this week’s readings).

	9

Oct 30
	The Goddess, the Mother, and the Earth

Feminine images of divinity: the Virgin Mary, the Goddess.

Wicca and the revival of European paganism.

The myth and magic of Hallowe’en. 

Viewing: Goddess Remembered
	Required:

1. L. D. Edwards, ‘Tradition and ritual: Halloween and contemporary paganism’ in G. Harvey and C. Hardman, Paganism Today (Thorsons/HarperCollins, 1996), pp. 224-241. [CR]

2. Starhawk, ‘A story of beginnings’ and ‘A story of change,’ Truth or Dare (Harper & Row, 1990), pp. 1-3, 28-31. [CR]

3. Adrian Ivakhiv, ‘The resurgence of magical religion as a response to the crisis of modernity,’ pp. 237-265. [CR]

4. Vivianne Crowley, ‘Wicca as modern-day mystery religion,’ pp. 81-93. [CR]
	

	10

Nov 6
	Alien encounters (I): fear of the Other

Fairies, angels, demons, ghosts, ETs, and other ‘others.’ 

Benevolent vs. malevolent/sinister aliens. 

Viewing: UFO video
	Required:

1. Jodi Dean, ‘Fugitive alien truth,’ Aliens in America: Conspiracy Cultures from Outerspace to Cyberspace (Cornell University Press, 1998), pp. 25-61. [CR]

Recommended:


2. Browse through the Nebula roundup of UFO news, photo galleries, etc. at  http://www.parascope.com/nebula.htm
3. The Book of Ezekiel, chapter 1, http://www.kjvbible.org/kjvbible/B26C001.htm (This is the King James Version; feel free to read others, readily available on the world wide web.)

4. Links at www.heavensgate.com 
5. "When we enter into my Father's spacecraft" by Andreas Grünschloß at www.uni-mainz.de/~gruensch/UFO/ ufocargo_final.html

	

	11 

Nov 13
	Alien Encounters (II): cosmic messengers and mediators

Benevolent aliens and outsiders as social critics, religious innovators, cosmic messengers.

Otherworldly journeys.

Shamans as spiritual mediators.

‘Spirit possession,’ Spiritualism, and the channeling phenomenon.

Viewing: K-Pax, excerpts of other films


	Required:

1. Caron S. Ellis, ‘With eyes uplifted: space aliens as sky gods’, pp 83-93. [CR]

2. Carl Jung, from ‘Flying saucers: A modern myth,’ pp. 196-210. [CR]

3. Ted Schultz, ‘Voices from beyond: The age-old mystery of channeling.’ [CR]

Recommended viewing: 

The Man Who Fell to Earth, Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Man Facing Southeast, Signs, and/or X-Files ‘All Things’ episode (7:17)


	

	12

Nov 20
	Mysticism and transpersonal experience

Mysticism in the world’s religions: is there a ‘perennial philosophy’?

Psychoanalytical and neurophysiological perspectives on mystical and transpersonal experiences.

The birth process and shamanic initiation as metaphors of spiritual development.


	Required:

1. F. C. Happold, ‘The perennial philosophy’ (pp 18-21) and ‘Characteristics of mystical states’ (pp 45-49) in Mysticism: A Study and an Anthology. [CR]

2. Stanislav Grof, ‘Dimensions of the human psyche: cartography of inner space,’ pp 92-137 in Beyond the Brain: Birth, Death, and Transcendence in Psychotherapy (SUNY Press, 1985). [CR]

3. Kenneth Ring, ‘Near-death and UFO encounters as shamanic initiations: some conceptual and evolutionary implications,’ ReVision 11:3 (Winter 1998), available at http://198.63.56.18/pdf/neardeath.pdf

	

	13 

Dec 4
	Transformative ritual and archetypal creativity

Soul and the ‘imaginal faculty.’

James Hillman’s archetypal psychology as ‘wild myth’

The Burning Man Festival as contemporary creative (and destructive!) mythmaking.


	Required:

1. James Hillman, selections. [HO]

2. Sarah Pike, ‘Desert goddesses and apocalyptic art’ [CR]


	RESEARCH PAPERS DUE

STUDENT PAPER REPORTS

	14

Dec 11
	Conclusions

Group movie analysis?


	Required:

1. David Abram, ‘The ecology of magic,’ The Spell of the Sensuous [CR]


	FINAL TAKE-HOME EXAM DUE

STUDENT PAPER REPORTS




Does this photo show a monolithic graveyard on Mars? 

See the BlackBoard class web site for the answer (maybe).
* Dialectical = interactive, such that the interaction between the two forces – in this case, ‘myth’ and ‘mystery’ – gives rise to a synthesis of the two that’s different from either, greater than the sum of the parts, and always changing into something new.   





